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MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

DEPARTMENT OF GEORGIA 

MINUTES - ANNUAL MEETING – MAY 14, 2022 

 

OPENING CEREMONY: 
 
The meeting was opened per ritual by Commandant Larry Heard at 0911. The Mission Statement of the 
Marine Corps League was read. 
 
Commandant Heard welcomed all in attendance and introduced the following dignitaries: 
 National Commandant Johnny Baker; 
 Convention Guest Speaker SgtMaj (Ret.) Angela Maness; 
 Department of Alabama Commandant Mike Ryan; 
 Southeast Division Vice Commandant Jerry Holt; 
 Chief Devil Dog Tom Hazlett; 
 Past Department of Georgia Commandant Randy Barnes; 
 Past Department of Georgia Commandant Joe Barbee; 
 Past Department of Georgia Commandant Christian Roberts; 
 Past Department of Georgia Commandant Ron Kirstatter; 
 Past Department of Georgia Commandant Michael Clark; and 
 Past Department of Georgia Commandant Bernard Bledsoe. 
 
PRESENTATIONS:  

 
National Commandant Johnny Baker talked about what we do for the Marine Corps and how we represent 
them.  He noted that we continue to serve.  Our level of professionalism should be just as high as it was 
when we were in the Marine Corps.  We provide support in many ways including funeral details, honor 
guards, Toys for Tots, Young Marine units, Marine for Life (which covers suicide prevention programs), 
and Marine JROTC.  Marine for Life training is currently being conducted at the Department and 
Division levels.  Detachments will be trained next.  Commandant Baker noted that the chain of command 
is essential.  Work through your Department and use the chain of command.  The Commandant spoke 
about the National website and suggested members review the Library and the Member Library.  The 
library is open to the public.  The Member Library is restricted to Marine Corps League members, and a 
password is required to access it.  He noted that rifle reports are required annually for Detachments that 
have Tacom rifles.  He also reported that the Marine Corps League Ships store is working to improve 
their inventory situation.  Departments should be holding ongoing training for Detachment Commandants 
and Paymasters relative to the membership database and paperwork procedures.  The database portal is 
open to all, and Detachment Commandants and Detachment Paymasters have access to the records for 
their Detachment members.  Detachment Paymasters need to input members’ email addresses so that 
members can access their own profiles.  Members can update their address, email address, and telephone 
numbers subject to review and approval by National staff.  Commandant Baker urged Detachments to use 
the forms that are available on the National website (i.e., Dues Transmittal, Notice of Death, Report of 
Officer Installation).  The Marine Corps League is currently 63,000 members strong.  The Commandants’ 
Corner on Facebook is not just for Commandants but is open to all members.  It is held at least once a 
month.  In closing, Commandant Baker urged members to take back to their Detachments what they learn 
at Department and National events. 
 
Angela Maness spoke to the membership about the Young Marines.  She works with SgtMaj Overstreet to 
spread the word about the Young Marines.  One Young Marine, GySgt Thomas, spoke about how the 
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program has changed his life.  Another Young Marine, Sgt Perdy, talked about the training she received 
from the Young Marines.  The membership viewed a Young Marines video presentation.  Angela Maness 
reported that our young people are no longer being trained to be ready for the military.  Drugs, 
distractions, and lack of education affect today’s youth.  Drug-free is the number one priority for the 
Young Marines.  It is a lifestyle change for these children, ages 8-18.  The Young Marines have been 
around since 1959.  They are the Young Marines of the Marine Corps League.  She urged Detachments to 
call on them for assistance.  There are about 6,000 units nationwide, and they need our help.  About 6% of 
the youth in the Young Marines go into the Marine Corps.  This program is not about making Marines 
specifically; it is about making better Americans.  Some of their activities include Leadership Academy, 
SPACES program, shooting program with the Marines, and navigational training. Each year a unit goes to 
Pearl Harbor.  In many cases, the alumni come back to the units as adult volunteers.  Currently there are 
six units in Georgia; they are working on three new units.  If there are females in a unit, they need female 
adult volunteers.  Volunteers do not have to be in the Marine Corps League, and they do not need to have 
military training.  However, they must be felony free.  A big challenge to the Young Marines and their 
program is the legalization of marijuana.   
 
Mike Riley (Riley P) was introduced to the membership.  He participates in the North Forsyth High 
School JROTC. 
 
The meeting recessed at 1008 and reconvened at 1020. 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS AND DETACHMENTS: 
 
Department officers in attendance included: 
 Commandant Larry Heard 
 Sr. Vice Commandant Bill Miller 
 Jr. Vice Commandant Rex Delk 
 Judge Advocate Lisa Delk 
 Adjutant/Paymaster LuAnn Miller 
 Chaplain Mickey Edwards 
 Sergeant-at-Arms Levi McKenna 
 Sergeant-at-Arms JR Millhorn 

District Vice Commandants in attendance included:  
 District 3 – Russ Johnson 
 District 5 – Frank Goalen 
 District 6 – Frank Goalen 
 District 7 – Ed Barbee 

Appointed Positions:  
 Fallen Marines – Merrill Tindall 
 Boy Scout Coordinator – Mickey Edwards 
 Web Sergeant – Brent Eaton 
 Historian – Bernard Bledsoe 

Detachments in attendance included: 
 Detachment 647 – L/Cpl Squire “Skip” Wells 
 Detachment 783 – Unicoi 
 Detachment 970 – Middle Georgia 
 Detachment 1020 – Jake Puryear 
 Detachment 1040 – 1st Sgt Charles F. Waller 
 Detachment 1188 – Gen Ray Davis MOH 
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 Detachment 1196 – Maj Stephen W. Pless 
 Detachment 1260 – Maj Lawrence Des Jardines 
 Detachment 1280 – North Georgia Mountain 
 Detachment 1303 – Currahee Mountain 
 Detachment 1311 – MajGen Warren R. Johnson 
 Detachment 1312 – Aubrey Gilbert 
 Detachment 1325 – Sgt Clyde Thomason MOH 
 Detachment 1326 – West Chatham 
 Detachment 1333 – Waycross 

 Detachment 1373 – Central Georgia 

 Detachment 1402 – Columbus 
 Detachment 1424 – Peach County 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: 
 
Commandant Heard noted that the minutes of the March 26, 2022, business meeting are available and 
have been posted on the Department website. Michael Clark moved to dispense with the reading of the 
minutes and accept the minutes as posted. Russ Johnson seconded the motion, and it was approved. The 
minutes were accepted as published 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
None 
 
REPORT OF PAYMASTER: 
 
The Paymaster’s report was read. Ron Sutherland moved to approve the Paymaster’s Report as submitted 
pending financial review. Alton Coleman seconded the motion, and it was approved. 
 
REPORT OF MEMBERS SICKNESS OR IN DISTRESS: 
 
Chaplain Mickey Edward reported that six Notices of Death were received since the last Department 
meeting including Robert Dale Porter, Donald Chavez, Frank R. Walker, Oliver G. Moorehead, Raymond 
A. Brierley, and Michael P. Dunn.  No illnesses were reported. 
 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS: 
 

Judge Advocate: Judge Advocate Lisa Delk had no formal report but she thanked the membership 
for the opportunity to serve as Department Judge Advocate over the last two years.  She noted 
that it has been a great two years and pointed out that the Department officers are here to serve 
the membership.  She encouraged Detachments to keep working on their Bylaws and assured the 
members that she will work closely with the new Judge Advocate for a smooth transition. 

Jr. Vice Commandant: Jr. Vice Commandant Rex Delk echoed the sentiments of the Department Judge 

Advocate.  He reported that, in the Department, we have 1,439 members, 209 of which are 
delinquent.  He noted that he is happy to see 16 Detachments (out of 27 active detachments) 
represented at the Convention. 

Sr. Vice Commandant: Sr. Vice Commandant Bill Miller reported that he has had the privilege of 
being the Sr. Vice Commandant for the last two years.  He noted that Commandant Heard has 
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been a great leader for the team.  We’ve been moving forward but we still have more to 
accomplish. 

Commandant: Commandant Larry Heard said that it has been a good two years.  He is certain that 
the Department officers have not made everyone happy, but he noted that they have done their 
best working as a team.  Commandant Heard reported that the Department has reinstituted Friday 
night get togethers prior to each quarterly meeting.  These gatherings serve as an opportunity to 
share what we are doing with other Detachments and to promote camaraderie within the 
Department.  He reminded Detachments to use the chain of command.  Commandant Heard 
noted that it has been a rough two years with COVID, but we have made it through.  He also 
noted that Department officers represent the members and are here to provide assistance.  In the 
future, when it is time to have a quarterly meeting, we need Detachments to stand up and 
volunteer. 
 
REPORTS OF APPOINTED OFFICERS: 
 
None 
 
REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 
Boy Scout Coordinator Mickey Edwards reported that Scouting activities are ramping up to pre-pandemic 
levels.  He noted that Department has Eagle Scouts coins available for purchase, and he encouraged 
Detachments to submit their Scouting reports.  He has been working with Scouting for the last 30+ years 
and enjoys it. 
 
Convention Committee – Committee Chair, Bill Miller, reported that Department booked this year’s 
venue to keep costs down, and he thanked everyone who signed up and showed up to make this a great 
Convention.  The evening’s banquet will seat 85 people.  Chair Miller noted that proceeds from the raffle 
room and silent auction should keep this year’s Convention in the black. 
 
Bill Miller, Chair of the Finance Committee, reported that the goal of the Department Finance Committee 
was to promote more visibility and transparency of the Department’s finances.  The Finance Committee 
prepared a budget to allow officers to expend funds without specific membership approval so long as the 
expenditure is within the budgeted amount.  He noted that, to increase available funds, we could raise 
Department dues from $4 to $5 and suggested that the membership consider this option before the next 
Convention.  A motion was made by Barbara Brammer to approve the budget as presented.  Ron 
Sutherland seconded the motion.  Following discussion, the budget was approved. 
 
Alton Coleman, Chairman of the Financial Review Committee, reported that the Paymaster’s records for 
the last year have been reviewed and no issues were identified.  The Paymaster records are approved. 
 
BYLAWS COMMITTEE: 

 
Judge Advocate Lisa Delk thanked the Bylaws Committee for their service.  Bylaws Committee members 
included Department Judge Advocate Lisa Delk, Troy Bolt (Detachment #1020), Alton Coleman 
(Detachment #783), Bill Craig (Detachment #1280), and Merrill Tindall (Detachment #1333).  She noted 
that there were seven proposed Bylaws amendments received by the Bylaws Committee.  All proposed 
changes were timely submitted, and the Bylaws Committee recommended approval of six of the proposed 
amendments and rejection of the remaining amendment.  Copies of the proposed Bylaws amendments are 
appended to these minutes and include the proposed changes and rationale. 
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ARTICLE TWO – DEPARTMENT OFFICERS 
SECTION 200 – DEPARTMENT OFFICERS, SUBSECTION a. 
The Bylaws Committee recommended approval.  Motion by Bernard Bledsoe to approve; seconded by 
Barbara Brammer.  The proposed Bylaws amendment was approved by the membership. 
 
ARTICLE TWO – DEPARTMENT OFFICERS 
SECTION 200 – DEPARTMENT OFFICERS, SUBSECTION F. - COMMITTEE 
The Bylaws Committee recommended approval.  Motion by Rodney Riggs to approve; seconded by 
Frank Goalen.  The proposed Bylaws amendment was approved by the membership. 
 
ARTICLE FIVE – AUDIT COMMITTEE 
SECTION 500 – AUDIT COMMITTEE 
The Bylaws Committee recommended approval. Motion by Ashford Todd to approve; seconded by Marty 
Habecker.  The proposed Bylaws amendment was approved by the membership. 
 
ARTICLE SIX – FINANCE COMMITTEE 
NEW SECTION 600 – FINANCE COMMITTEE 
The Bylaws Committee recommended approval.  Motion by Bernard Bledsoe to approve; seconded by 
Michael Clark.  Rich Sabo recommended that a statement be added to Section b. stipulating that member 
terms should not all expire at the same time.  A vote on the motion as presented resulted in a majority of 
ayes and one nay vote.  The proposed Bylaws amendment was approved by the membership. 
 
ARTICLE SEVEN – AMENDMENTS – CHANGES TO DEPARTMENT BYLAWS AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES 
SECTION 700 – AMENDMENTS - CHANGES 
The Bylaws Committee recommended approval. Motion by Ron Kirstatter to approve; seconded by Bill 
Craig.  The proposed Bylaws amendment was approved by the membership. 
 
CHAPTER TWO – AMENDMENTS TO DEPARTMENT ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES 
NEW SECTION 200 – AMENDMENTS – CHANGES 
The Bylaws Committee recommended approval.  Motion by Ed Barbee to approve; seconded by Claude 
Curley.  The proposed Bylaws amendment was approved by the membership. 
 
ARTICLE ONE 
SECTION 120 – NEW PARAGRAPH E. – ATTENDANCE 
The Bylaws Committee recommended rejection of and revision to the original proposal.  The Bylaws 
Committee recommended approval of the revised amendment. Motion by Randy Barnes to approve; 
seconded by Joe Barbee.  Bernard Bledsoe stated that the Department ignored the Southeast Division 
Conference by holding a Department meeting at the same time.  Alton Coleman recommended that 
Detachments reimburse their Commandants for hotel and mileage costs to enable them to attend 
Department meetings.  Barbara Brammer talked about the Southeast Division mix up and disagreed with 
reimbursing Commandants.  Marty Habecker suggested allowing electronic attendance to count.  Tony 
Gasper opined that he does not believe National would allow this Bylaws amendment.  Judge Advocate 
Delk said this is something that Alabama already has in their Bylaws.  Ben Sinclair believes that pulling a 
Detachment’s charter for missing meetings is excessive.  A vote on the motion to approve the revised 
amendment resulted in 29 aye and 18 nay votes.  The revised Bylaws amendment was approved by the 
membership. 
 
The approved amendments will be incorporated into the Department Bylaws and will be submitted to 
National for review. Following approval by National, the amended Bylaws will be posted on the 
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Department website and copies will be provided to Detachment Commandants and Detachment Judge 
Advocates. 
 
REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES: 
 
None 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
None 
 
The meeting recessed at 1135 and reconvened at 1300. 
 
GOOD OF THE LEAGUE: 

 

The Department of Alabama presented a $100 check to the Department of Georgia. 
 
Southeast Division Vice Commandant Jerry Holt reported that the Detachments in attendance at the 
Southeast Division Conference were Detachment #1188, Detachment #1196, Detachment #1260, and 
Detachment #1402.  He noted that at each Commandants Corner, a special program will be presented 
(i.e., Young Marines, Toys for Tots, Youth Physical Fitness, and the Scholarship Program).  These 
programs can all be used as recruiting tools.  Division Vice Commandant Holt presented a $100 check 
from a South Carolina Detachment to the Marine Corps League Foundation.  He noted that the National 
Commandant urges all Detachments to contribute funds to the Marine Corps League Foundation, which is 
the funding agency for the Marine Corps League Scholarship Program.  Last year, only three students 
from Georgia applied for scholarships, and the scholarship award last year was $700.  The Southeast 
Division started a Disaster Relief Fund currently funded at $60,000.   
 
Bernard Bledsoe reported on the upcoming anniversary for the Marine Corps League.  National 
Headquarters wants information from each Detachment and each Department about their history.  All 
submissions should be sent to Bernard Bledsoe to be turned in to National staff at this year’s National 
Convention. 
 
Marty Habecker reported that letters were sent to each Detachment in Georgia requesting support for the 
Young Marines.  Only two replies were received.  Please consider supporting the Young Marines.  The 
2023 Department Convention will be held in Warner Robins, Georgia.  The Host Detachment is in the 
process of selecting a hotel, and an update will be given at the next Department meeting.  A Marine Corps 
Shooting Competition will be hosted by Detachment 1373.  There is a $20 entry fee, and scores will be 
submitted to National.  Detachment #1373 is raffling a .9mm pistol and tickets are available.  Marty 
Habecker reported that the axe in the raffle room is a replica of the axe carried by Marines in the second 
battle of Fallujah, which was a two-month battle with 95 killed in action and many purple hearts awarded. 
 
Larry Heard announced that Convention streamers will be available at the next Department meeting, 
which will be held on July 30, 2022. 
 
Angela Maness, Chairperson of the Color Guard / Honor Guard Committee, reported that a policy was 
adopted in 2019 for Color Guards / Honor Guards.  Please follow the policy/procedures, rehearse, and 
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make necessary corrections to your team when appropriate.  Angela Maness provided visual examples of 
the right and wrong ways to present yourself while serving in Color Guards / Honor Guards. 
 
AWARDS: 

 
Commandant Larry Heard presented the Marine Corps League Distinguished Citizen Award to LuAnn 
Miller.  Commandant Heard also presented Marine Corps League Certificates of Appreciation to Lisa 
Delk, Rex Delk, LuAnn Miller, Bill Miller, Mickey Edwards, JR Millhorn, Merrill Tindall, and Levi 
McKenna 
 
NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS:  
  
Commandant Larry Heard chaired the election and noted that the order of election is Commandant, Sr. 
Vice Commandant, Jr. Vice Commandant, and Judge Advocate.  
  
Commandant:  Frank Goalen nominated Bill Miller, and Bill Miller agreed to serve. No other 
nominations were received, and the Department Chaplain cast one unanimous vote for Bill Miller for 
Department Commandant.  
  
Sr. Vice Commandant:  Levi McKenna nominated Rex Delk, and Rex Delk agreed to serve.  No other 
nominations were received, and the Department Chaplain cast one unanimous vote for Rex Delk for 
Department Sr. Vice Commandant.  
  
Jr. Vice Commandant:  Michael Clark nominated Lisa Delk, and Lisa Delk agreed to serve.  No other 
nominations were received, and the Department Chaplain cast one unanimous vote for Lisa Delk for 
Department Jr. Vice Commandant.  
  
Judge Advocate:  Ashford Todd nominated Alton Coleman, and Alton Coleman agreed to serve.  No 
other nominations were received, and the Department Chaplain cast one unanimous vote for Alton 
Coleman for Department Judge Advocate.  
  
Elections were closed, and the newly elected and appointed officers were sworn in by National 
Commandant Johnny Baker at the evening banquet. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

Outgoing Commandant Larry Heard shared that it has been an honor to serve the members, and he 
challenged the membership to support the officers they elected. 
 
Bill Miller announced that banquet activities will begin at 1800 with dinner starting at 1900.  He 
expressed thanks to all the volunteers and noted that Department is grateful for their assistance.  
A special thanks was extended to the Semper Fi Bar & Grille, Woodstock, Georgia, for 
providing the beer in the hospitality room.   
 
Levi McKenna announced the Grand Growl will begin at 1430. 
 
The meeting recessed at 1401 and will reconvene at the banquet. 
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BANQUET NOTES: 
 
Guest Speaker – SgtMaj (Ret.) Angela Maness 
Grits Bowl – Department of Georgia 
Associate of the Year – Cheryl Jordan, Detachment 1438 
Burkhardt Award – Columbus, Detachment 1402 
Big Al Meade Award – Not presented 
Pack Dog of the Year – Levi McKenna, Pound 322 
Marine of the Year – Larry Heard, Detachment 1196 
 
 
Submitted by: 
LuAnn K. Miller 
Adjutant/Paymaster 
Department of Georgia 
Marine Corps League 
 



 3 Year 
Average 

 Budgeted 
Amount 

 Actual 
Amount 

Budget 
Variance

INCOME

50/50 Drawing 42.83$          50.00$          -$              50.00$          
Dues Income - Detachment 3,628.76$     3,625.00$     -$              3,625.00$     
Dues Income - PLM 1,513.14$     1,500.00$     -$              1,500.00$     

Total Income 5,184.73$     5,175.00$     -$              5,175.00$     

EXPENSES

Annual SOS Registration 36.67$          50.00$          -$              50.00$          
Awards 103.56$        75.00$          -$              75.00$          
BOT - Commandant Expenses -$              100.00$        -$              100.00$        
BOT - Sr. Vice Commandant Expenses -$              100.00$        -$              100.00$        
BOT - Jr. Vice Expenses 127.95$        100.00$        -$              100.00$        
BOT - Judge Advocate Expenses -$              100.00$        -$              100.00$        
Commandant's Discretionary Fund -$              500.00$        -$              500.00$        
Convention Ads 310.00$        310.00$        -$              310.00$        
Donations - Disaster Relief 166.55$        150.00$        -$              150.00$        
Donations - Misc 200.00$        200.00$        -$              200.00$        
Donations - Young Marines 3,500.00$     2,100.00$     -$              2,100.00$     
Miscellaneous Expenses 14.09$          25.00$          -$              25.00$          
Postage 149.96$        150.00$        -$              150.00$        
Sergeant-at-Arms Expenses 92.55$          100.00$        -$              100.00$        
Staff Meeting Expenses 89.56$          100.00$        -$              100.00$        
Supplies 46.23$          50.00$          -$              50.00$          
Technology Expenses 539.88$        550.00$        -$              550.00$        
Website - Domain Name Registration 18.00$          20.00$          -$              20.00$          
Website - Web Hosting 105.94$        110.00$        -$              110.00$        

Total Expenses 5,500.94$     4,890.00$     -$              4,890.00$     

Income Gain/Loss (316.21)$       285.00$        -$              285.00$        

Marine Corps League
Department of Georgia

Draft Budget
2022 - 2023




























