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Marines,  

 

Semper Fidelis Marines, by the time this article makes press we will 

have celebrated our Corps 236th Birthday, I hope all had a great time 

and remembered those Marines that have paid the ultimate price for 

our Nations freedoms. 

Veterans Day has also passed again with many of us being called upon 

to participate in the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month. 

I wish all of you a Happy Birthday and a quiet and peaceful Veterans 

Day. 

Moving on, Toys 4 Tots is also in the in full swing with many of our 

Detachments doing the work that Reserve Marines have done in the 

past. The Marines in the Georgia Devil Dog Detachment have been 

involved in far too many counties and with the exception of Greater 

Atlanta have received little help. This could be simply lack of commu-

nication or duplicate work being done without proper coordination. If 

you are working in one of the following counties I would like to know, 

Barrow, Cherokee, Clayton, Cobb, Dawson, DeKalb, Douglas, For-

syth, Gwinnett, Henry, Jackson, Lumpkin, Newton, Paulding, Rock-

dale and Walton. If your Detachment is located in one of these coun-

ties, then you should be doing your share. 

I hope to see at least one representative from each Detachment at the 

Staff Conference. Training is scheduled after the meeting.  The topics 

might not seem important; however, nothing could be further from the 

truth. The jobs of Web Sergeant, Paymaster and Adjutant are among 

the most important in your Detachment and will become even more 

important in the future. 

 

Michael Clark 

Commandant  

Department of Georgia 

Marine Corps League 

From the Commandant’s Fox Hole–  Michael Clark 
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The National Museum of the 

Marine Corps is a lasting tribute 

to U.S. Marines--past, present, 

and future. Situated on a 135-

acre site adjacent to Marine 

Corps Base Quantico, Virginia, 

and under the command of Ma-

rine Corps University, the Mu-

seum's soaring design evokes 

the image of the flag-raisers of 

Iwo Jima and beckons visitors 

to this 120,000-square-foot 

structure. World-class interac-

tive exhibits using the most in-

novative technology surround 

visitors with irreplaceable arti-

National Museum of the Marine Corps 

USMC Commandants 236th. BIRTHDAY MESSAGE 

more, you continued to 

solidify our place as 

America's Expeditionary 

Force in Readiness. Since 

the Continental Congress 

created two battalions of 

Marines 236 years ago, 

our legacy as an ever-

ready, ever capable, vic-

tory producing organiza-

tion remains intact.                              

Our rich heritage of self-

less service and fidelity to 

Nation and to one another 

lives on in all who cur-

rently wear the Eagle, 

Globe and Anchor - those 

who have answered the 

clarion call to duty with 

remarkable courage, dedi-

cation and unshakable 

resolve that Marines are 

so well known for. To all 

Marines - past and present 

- and especially to our 

families ... I extend my 

A MESSAGE FROM 

THE COMMANDANT 

OF THE MARINE 

CORPS For ten years 

now, our Corps has been 

engaged in continuous 

combat operations against 

those who threaten the 

security of America and 

our allies. We turned the 

tide in the Anbar province 

of Iraq and continue to 

see success today in 

southwest Afghanistan. 

While it has come at a 

cost. .. we have much to 

be proud of.                

This past year in opera-

tions around the world 

including humanitarian 

disaster relief, counter-

piracy, theater security 

cooperation, special op-

erations, counter-

insurgency and many 
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deep gratitude for all 

you have done and all 

you continue to do. As 

we celebrate our 236th 

birthday, let us look 

forward to future chal-

lenges whatever they 

may be - and reaffirm 

our pledge to be Amer-

ica's premier crisis re-

sponse force; to be the 

first to fight... Always 

ready for the toughest 

and most challenging 

assignments. Happy 

236th Birthday, Ma-

rines!                      

Semper Fidelis,    

James F. Amos,                 

General USMC 

facts and immerse them in 

the sights and sounds of 

Marines in action. The Na-

tional Museum of the Ma-

rine Corps opened the 

doors to three new, major 

galleries on June 5th, 2010. 

The opening of the new 

galleries brings more than 

12,000 sq.ft. of additional 

exhibit space to the Mu-

seum, with 250 new arti-

facts including an exten-

sive collection of early 

Marine Corps uniforms, 

weaponry and artillery in-

and the first Marine Corps' 

aircraft 

The Museum and Gift Center 

is open every day from 0900 

till 5:00pm with the exception 

of Christmas Day.  Admission 

and parking are free.  

National Museum of the  Ma-

rine Corps                        

18900 Jefferson Davis High-

way, Triangle, VA 22172 

. 

General James Amos, 35th 

Commandant of the Marine 

Corps 
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.Our Toys for Tots cam-

paigned kicked off on 

Nov. 10 this year. We 

have already collected 

$800. in contributions and 

several truck loads of toys 

have also arrived.  

We’d like to wish every-

one a happy Thanksgiving 

and a wonderful holiday 

season. 

Semper Fi,                

Christian Roberts-

Commandant 

 

GREATER ATLANTA DETACHMENT  #647 

2011 Joe T LaBoon Award goes to Big Al Mead 

nity, compassion and total 

appreciation of the worth of 

the individual person as did 

the late Col Joe T LaBoon..    

A native of Monroe Ga. Col 

Laboon served in the Marine 

Corps, first as a reservist 

while attending Ga Tech and 

working at Atlanta Gas Light 

as a co-op student in 1939.  

Called to active duty in 1941 

he was then assigned to the 

Marine Detachment USS 

Massachusetts, fighting in 

both the Atlantic and Pacific 

Oceans during WWII. After 

the war Col Laboon com-

pleted his degree in Mechani-

cal Engineering at GA Tech, 

later attending Woodrow Wil-

son College of Law. 

Alan Meade has been instru-

mental in getting the Marine 

Corps League started in Geor-

gia. He served as state Com-

mandant and was Detachment 

Commandant for a number of 

years. He has served in every 

elected and appointed post 

within the state Marine 

Corps League. His last post 

was Aide de Camp to the 

SE Division from Georgia. 

Alan Mead was also a 

founding father of the now. 

MGen Warren Johnson 

Memorial Golf Tourna-

ment. Under his guidance 

the tournament went from a 

field of sever teams in 1997 

to 25 teams in 2011 gross-

ing over $19,000. 

The award was presented to 

Mr. Mead at the recent golf 

tournament by General 

Denis Shortal (USMC Ret) 

Mr. Mead will also be rec-

ognized at the annual Asso-

ciation of Georgia Lawyers 

luncheon that will be  held 

in November. 

Atlanta Sep.28, 2011  

The Marine Corps Coordinat-

ing Council of Atlanta an-

nounced the selection of Alan 

J Mead of the Greater Atlanta 

Detachment #647 as the 2011 

recipient of their most prestig-

ious award, the Joe T Laboon 

Award.                              

This award is not given each 

year but only when the coun-

cil decides that a particular 

individual is deserving of this 

honor.                                

Past recipients include Marine 

and GA football coach Vince 

Dooley, radio personality and 

Marine Ludlow Porch, Medal 

of Honor recipient, Gen Ray-

mond G Davis and former 

Commandant of the Marine 

Corps, General Carl Mundy.    

The purpose of the award is to 

honor a Marine who closely 

reflects the same attributes of 

character, hard work, commit-

ment to country and commu-
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 going for $2,500.( a $6,000 

prize). We also had hotel 

weekends provided by one of 

our sponsors, Marriott Hotels. 

Most surprised was our own 

Big Al Mead who was honored 

by the Marine Corps Coordi-

nating Council with the Joe T 

Laboon Award for life time 

achievement in the MCL and 

as a  volunteer in the Marine 

community. His family was 

there to watch their Dad be 

honored.  

 

WWII Marine Corps            

Eagle, Globe and Anchor 

 Our Detachment golf tourna-

ment was a huge success. We 

had  great weather and 25 teams 

in the field. Our mess tent 

manned by Travis Newberry

(Master Chef), David Holmes, 

Deane Gilmour, Bill Craig, 

Richard Wakefield, Ruben Scott 

and Christian Roberts who 

cooked up over 150 hamburgers 

and hot dogs for the famished 

players. In the club house, Gen. 

Denis Shortal and det members 

ran the auction and raffle with 

the top prize of two first class 

        Do You Remember? 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/island_life/2724383488/


4  

In war in both hemispheres 

and in every corner of the 

seven seas, that our country 

and its citizens might enjoy 

peace and security. 

(3) In every battle and skir-

mish since the birth of our 

corps, Marines have acquitted 

themselves with the greatest 

distinction, winning new hon-

ors on each occasion until the 

term "Marine" has come to 

signify all that is highest in 

military efficiency and sol-

dierly virtue. 

(4) This high name of distinc-

tion and soldierly repute we 

who are Marines today have 

received from those who pre-

ceded us in the corps. With it 

we have also received from 

them the eternal spirit which 

has animated our corps from 

generation to generation and 

has been the distinguishing 

mark of the Marines in every 

age. So long as that spirit con-

tinues to flourish Marines will 

be found equal to every emer-

gency in the future as they 

have been in the past, and the 

men of our Nation will regard 

us as worthy successors to the 

long line of illustrious men 

who have served as "Soldiers 

of the Sea" since the founding 

of the Corps. 

JOHN A. LEJEUNE,      Ma-

jor General             Comman-

dant 

Major General John A. Lejeune’s Message 
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MARINE CORPS ORDERS 

No. 47 (Series 1921) 

HEADQUARTERS U.S. 

MARINE CORPS Washing-

ton, November 1, 1921                              

The following will be read 

to the command on the 10th 

of November, 1921, and 

hereafter on the 10th of No-

vember of every year. 

Should the order not be re-

ceived by the 10th of No-

vember, 1921, it will be read 

upon receipt.  

(1)  On November 10, 1775, 

a Corps of Marines was cre-

ated by a resolution of Con-

tinental Congress. Since that 

date many thousand men 

have borne the name 

"Marine". In memory of them 

it is fitting that we who are 

Marines should commemo-

rate the birthday of our corps 

by calling to mind the glories 

of its long and illustrious 

history. The record of our 

corps is one which will bear 

comparison with that of the 

most famous military organi-

zations in the world's history.  

(2) During 90 of the 146 

years of its existence the Ma-

rine Corps has been in action 

against the Nation's foes. 

From the Battle of Trenton to 

the Argonne, Marines have 

won foremost honors in war, 

and is the long eras of tran-

quility at home, generation 

after generation of Marines 

have grown gray  

     CHATHAM COUNTY 

VETERAN OF THE YEAR     

           2011-2012             

Joseph L. Conners 

Savannah Ga:                    

The Chatham County Vet-

eran’s Council elected Joseph 

Lamont (Joe) Conners  as the 

2011 – 2012 Veteran of the 

Year.  Joe is a life member of 

the Marine Corps League and 

currently serves as Judge 

Advocate for Detachment 

#564 in Savannah.  As a 

decorated Korean War vet-

eran, Joe was discharged 

from the Corps in 1953. 

Since his discharge, he has 

been and remains actively 

involved, with distinction, in 

a number of veteran and vet-

eran service organizations.  

We are proud to have the 

current Veteran of the Year in 

our ranks. 

DEVIL DOGS WEL-

COME NEW POUND 

Welcome Pound 350     

Griffin Ga installed on 

Nov.3, 2011 by Michael 

Clark 
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August 2011  :   

Our Detachment set up a lot 

at the Big Haynes Creek 

Wildlife Festival at the Geor-

gia International Horse Park 

on Aug 27 & Aug 28. We 

collected names of several 

Marines interested in joining 

our Detachment. We also 

displayed  Marine Corps 

League literature & offered 

USA & USMC  Miniature 

flag; we accepted donations. 

September 2011 : 

The Commandant appointed a 

committee chairperson to 

organize a committee 

(Planning Fire Team) to cre-

ate optional 

plans for upcoming year 

2012; to be submitted at Octo-

ber  monthly meeting. 

A nominating committee 

chairperson was appointed 

to select a committee to nomi-

nate officers for year 2012. 

October 2012 : 

The Planning Fire Team sub-

mitted optional plans for 

upcoming year 2012 includ-

ing Fund Raising, General 

Ray Davis Golf Event 

Spaghetti Dinner, Marine 

Mud Run, Chile Cook-Off, 

General Ray Davis Fun Run 

Exposure, Store Booth Dis-

plays, Toys for Tots, Care 

Packages to local Marines) 

serving in Afghanistan, Ca-

maraderie, Dining in/out, 

Mess nights, Picnics, pool 

parties, etc. 

Possible new web URL 

Post Office Box 

Possible Detachment News-

letter.. 

Nominating committee sub-

mitted nominations for 2012. 

There were no other names 

submitted from attending 

members = the following 

members were unanimously 

elected : 

Commandant ---Dave Gard-

ner 

Sr.Vice Commandant---John 

De Gonia 

Jr.Vice Commandant---

Harold (Bronco) Esslinger 

Judge Advocate---John For-

tuna  

Oath of offices will be held at 

our November meeting  

Gen.Ray Davis (MOH) Det. 1188 

Savannah Detachment #564, Savannah Ga. 

The weather in this neck 

of the woods is quite mild 

this time of the year. We 

took advantage of it and spon-

sored a trip to Parris Island to 

witness a graduation cere-

mony and tour the Depot. We 

were treated to a guided tour 

of The Crucible as Recruits 

were going through every 

stage.                                 

November is an extremely 

busy month. We will cele-

brate our birthday with our 

traditional breakfast, followed 

by a Memorial Wreath Laying 

and Roll Call ceremony at the 

Marine Corps monument that 

is located in a popular square 

in Savannah.  In addition to 

entering our Higgins Boat, 

Iwo Jima silhouette  and 

WWII Jeep in the Veteran’s 

Day parade,  the Veteran’s 

Council of Chatham County 

voted our Judge Advocate, 

Joseph (Joe) Conners,  the 

Veteran of the Year. He will 

lead the parade. 

We are equally proud of our 

Past Commandant, Mike 

Worden.  Mike started some-

thing at the Gulfstream Aero-

space plant in Savannah, 

where he is employed, that 

has morphed into a corporate 

wide tradition. On November 

10th each year Mike and other 

Marine Veteran employees 

shared a cake in honor of our 

birthday. With Marines in the 

lead other veteran employees 

gather around the flagpole to 

raise the colors, including the 

Marine Corps flag, while a 

Marine bugler plays Colors. 

With the assistance of Mar-

shall Tuck, another member 

of our Det, Mike petitioned 

the Human Resources Dept. 

to Declare the week in which 

Veteran’s Day occur as Vet-

eran’s week.  Gulfstream 

quickly embraced his pro-

posal and purchased the flags 

of each branch of service for 

each of its ten sites through-

out the country.   

We began the year by setting 

three goals:  1. Add $1,000 to 

the operating fund. We 

greatly exceeded that amount 

with a garage sale and by raf-

fling a Garand M1 rifle.  This 

allowed us to make a signifi-

cant contribution to the local 

reserve company’s birthday 

ball fund, as most of them just 

recently returned from de-

ployment and had little time 

generate funds. We will be in 

attendance in force.               

2. Complete a major com-

munity service project. We 

provided support to the an-

nual Swamp Romp that takes 

place on Parris Island. This 

event gets bigger and more 

successful each year.             

3. INCREASE OUR AC-

TIVE MEMBERSHIP BY 

10. We are well on the way to 

accomplishing this goal. 

We’ve joined 4 new members 

and are optimistically work-

ing on reinstating a number of 

delinquent members.                              

Volume 1, Issue 9 

Starting this year, a desig-

nated branch of service will 

raise the colors along with 

their flag on the same day at 

the same time at each of the 

ten sites. Of course they 

saved the best for last. The 

Marines are in charge on 

Friday of that week. Mike is 

to be commended for start-

ing a tradition. 

We are looking forward to 

assisting the LCO  in any 

way we’re needed with the 

Toys for Tots campaign.. 

Semper Fi 

Ben Stewart 

General Raymond G. Davis 
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The Detachment newly 
formed Color Guard led the 
City of Woodstock, annual 
4th of July parade followed 
by the Detachment mem-
bers carrying the Detach-
ment Banner, marching 
and riding members as 
well. 

On August 8th.  The De-
tachment took part in the 
Graveside Service at the 
National Cemetery in Can-
ton for Iwo Jima Marine 
George Walsh.  Comman-
dant Newport presented 
a Marine Corps League 
Certificate and Pin to Mrs. 
Walsh at the Graveside 
Services. 

 On August 24th, The De-
tachment took part in the 
Graveside Services at the 
National Cemetery in Can-
ton for Joe Shipman,  Ma-
rine Vietnam Veteran.   Co
mmandant Newport pre-
sented a Marine Corps 
League Certificate and Pin 

to Mrs. Shipman during the 
Graveside Services 

 On September 2nd, the 
Detachment annual picnic 
was held at the home of 
Randy and Detachment 
Member Karen Lawrence 
and was well attended by 
members and their fami-
lies. 

 On October 4th, Detach-
ment members said good-
bye to Marine Veteran Bob 
McFarland,  one of the De-
tachment's most loved and 
respected members, not to 
mention more colorful 
"characters". Bob was a 
flying Sergeant during 
the Korean War.    

Members served as Pall 
Bearers and Comman-
dant Newport presented a 
Marine Corps League Cer-
tificate and Pin to the fam-
ily.  Bob was buried at the 
Cherokee Memorial Park in 
Canton.                          

       HUMOR IN UNIFORM! 

MAJ GEN WARREN R JOHNSON DET. 1311 

MCL  Dept of  Georgia Detachment News  

 

Katie Couric, while interviewing a Marine Sniper, asked 

“What do you feel..when you shoot a terrorist?”                   

The Marine shrugged and replied “Just a slight recoil.” 

Fallen Warriors 

The League donated 
$1,000.00 to the Medal of 
Honor Recipient Dakota 
Meyer Foundation for the 
Education Fund of Marine 
Fallen Warriors. 

The Detachment received 
and anonymous $1000.00 
contribution which was to 
be used specifically for 
the purchase of 
the League Red Blazer by 
Detachment Members.  

Submitted By 

John Newport           
Commandant 
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POW/ MIA FLAG 

The POW/MIA flag is an 

American flag designed as a 

symbol of citizen concern about 

United States military personnel 

taken as prisoners of war 

(POWs) or listed as missing in 

action (MIA).  

The POW/MIA flag was created 

by the National League of Fami-

lies and officially recognized by 

the Congress in conjunction with 

the Vietnam War POW/MIA 

issue, "as the symbol of our Na-

tion's concern and commitment 

to resolving as fully as possible 

the fates of Americans still pris-

oner, missing and unaccounted 

for in Southeast Asia, thus end-

ing the uncertainty for their 

families and the Nation." 

Honor an organization, an individual or group of individuals with a memorial monument along the paved trails of the Semper 

Fidelis Memorial Park. With over a mile of winding paths, there are many opportunities for organizations with an affinity with 

the Marine Corps to sponsor monuments. Sponsors take full responsibility for the cost of the monument and its installation, to 

include a one-time fee placed in escrow for the long-term maintenance of the monument. The precise location of any monument 

is dependent on the shape and size of the piece itself and the availability of installation sites. Download the Marine Corps Heri-

tage Foundation Monument Guidelines below for more information.  

A selection committee chaired by the President, Marine Corps University, considers all proposals for monuments. Anyone inter-

ested in proposing a monument should submit a concept, including dimensions, a materials list, any text to be included, name of 

sculptor or manufacturer, and a sketch of the finished piece. 

Examples of installed monuments are shown to the right. Once a monument is approved, proposers will be directed to the Heri-

tage Center for additional information 

Contact The National Museum of the Ma-

rine Corps for additional information and 

details. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prisoner_of_war
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missing_in_action
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missing_in_action
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_League_of_Families
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_League_of_Families
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Congress
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_War_POW/MIA_issue
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_War_POW/MIA_issue
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Our detachment meets the 

second Saturday of each 

month at 0930 at the Rome 

Floyd County Library, River-

side Parkway, Rome, Geor-

gia. 

  Elected officers are Com-

mandant...Vern Miller, Sr. 

Vice...Bruce Behner, Jr. 

Vice...James Rassier, Judge 

Advocate...Zack Karakos and 

Adjutant ...Cathy L. Herrera.   

We have 117 members, 83 

paid life members and 9 

members are delinquent.  The 

Fallen Marine Program is 

very active; we average 3 a 

month, I am sad to say 3 of 

them were members of our 

detachment.                        

Our officers attended the first 

meeting of the Fighting First 

District, Georgia Department. 

Hal Gosnell conducted the 

training session and did a 

“GREAT JOB”!  Thanks to 

the Jasper Detachment for 

making us feel so welcome. 

We are in full swing with the 

Toys for Tots program.  We 

were hoping the Floyd Medi-

cal Center EMS were going to 

be in charge this year, but that 

fell through due to a legal 

problem.  However, they are 

still going to be fully involved 

with us and member Ken 

Futch will be in charge.  

Floyd EMS had a golf tourna-

ment on October 7th, for Toys 

for Tots.  We are now in the 

process of getting items for 

our Toys for Tots auction 

December 8th.  The distribu-

tion of toys will be December 

the 17th. We are going to feed 

the Freedom Seekers motor-

cycle club on November 

27 ...about 200 riders deliver-

ing money and toys for the 

Toys for Tots program. 

     Our detachment will pro-

vide a honor guard for Veter-

ans Day ceremonies Novem-

ber 11th. 

      For the 236th Marine 

Corps birthday, we are going 

to have a cake cutting cere-

mony at our meeting Saturday 

morning, November the 12th 

and on Saturday evening we 

will have the 236th birthday 

party with all the tradition and 

ceremony, plus good food and 

a great speaker, T. Fred Har-

vey, WW2 vet and author.  

All that and outstanding 

“camaraderie”. 

Jake Puryear Det. 1020 Rome Ga 

West Chatham Det. 1326         Bloomingdale Ga. 

For-Tots Concert at Randy 

Wood Guitars. Utilizing the 

services of ten different 

bands/ individuals, we once 

again exceeded our last year’s 

intake by a substantial 

amount. We were able to raise 

over $1600.00 in cash and 

approximately $200-300 in 

toys! Our next undertaking 

will be the Children’s Christ-

mas Concert. We will be 

gathering our entertainers one 

more time in an effort to pro-

vide a happy holiday for chil-

dren of our local area.  

We are expecting to partner 

with the local American Le-

gion in this endeavor and 

hand out the presents our-

selves in December.  

Our Detachment has voted to 

have our own Marine Corps 

Ball this year on the 12th 

of November. It will be held 

at Perkins’ Restaurant on 

HWY 204 in Savannah, and 

all Marines, spouses and 

friends are invited to attend. If 

there are Marines in transit 

during this time that might 

enjoy a night of fellowship, 

they are more than welcome 

to attend. 

We are in contact with the 

local representative of the 

“Marine for Life” program, 

which is dedicated to assisting 

those Marines that are being 

discharged from the Corps 

in finding suitable employ-

ment after their release.  

 

Respectfully submitted 

B.J. Franklin 

Commandant 

This detachment has 63 mem-

bers, of which 48 are regular 

members and 15 are associate 

members. 

We have been busy trying to 

clarify the possibility of enter-

taining the Wounded 

Warrior Regiment for the 

upcoming Veteran’s Day Pa-

rade.  

We are experiencing diffi-

culty in assuring a reasonable 

number of the regiment will 

be able to attend, justifying 

the use of a full-sized vehicle 

for conveyance. We will also 

be in attendance at the Mat-

thew Freeman 5K run, provid-

ing a presence, a recruiting 

opportunity, and information 

on the Marine Corps League, 

and assisting in any way we 

can. 

On October the 8th we con-

ducted the 4th annual Toys-

MCL  Dept of  Georgia Detachment News  
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On September 3, Detachment 

1373 partnered with Rolling 

Thunder #3, the Patriot Guard 

Riders, Middle Georgia De-

tachment 970 and Upper 

Chattahoochee Detachment 

665, to welcome and escort 

Tony Mullis from the Harts-

field Jackson Atlanta Airport 

to his home in Hawkinsville, 

GA. (see photo at right).  Re-

call, Tony lost both his legs in 

Afghanistan the day after his 

son was born.  Hawkinsville 

named 3 September “Tony 

Mullis Day”.At the Septem-

ber 7th meeting, the Detach-

ment featured a BBQ for its 

members.  Presentations on 

the needs of homeless vets in 

the Middle GA area were 

highlighted with opportunities 

for MCL involvement.  Frank 

Brooks, Director of Volunteer 

Services at the Carl Vinson 

Medical Center, spoke about 

the VA’s role in the upcoming 

“Operation Stand Down”, and 

gave an overview of the VA 

homeless vet domiciliary in 

Dublin, GA. Joining him were 

Captains Gene and Pam 

Perry, Corps Commanders for 

the Warner Robins Unit of the 

Salvation Army which pro-

vides ongoing spiritual and 

practical support to homeless 

vets at the Dublin Facility. On 

Friday, October 7th the Cen-

tral Georgia Detachment 1373 

participated in “Operation 

Stand Down” in Macon (see 

photo at right). Down refers 

to a community based inter-

vention program designed to 

help the nation’s homeless 

veterans.  Homeless vets are 

brought together in a single 

location for one to three days 

and provided access to com-

munity resources needed to 

begin addressing their indi-

vidual problems and rebuild-

ing their lives.  The need to 

explore a better way of sepa-

rating the veterans from the 

general homeless community 

was evident.  This will be the 

challenge next year. The Cen-

tral Georgia MCL Detach-

ment 1373 meetings are held 

the first Monday of every 

month (except for holidays) at 

the Flint Energies Building, 

on Hwy 96 in Warner Robins, 

GA.                                   

But with any military math 

the numbers are fuzzier than 

the dice on a 57 Chevy’s mir-

ror. We may never know the 

full cost of the war. 

Throe in replacement costs 

for vehicles, weapons, equip-

ment plus the on going health 

care costs and the eventual tab 

for the US could reach $tril-

lion to $6 trillion, according 

The Iraq war may end up 

costing more that all of World 

War !!, even adjusted for in-

flation, according to a report 

from Military.com  

Think about GI Joe slogging 

around Europe on K-rations, 

cigarettes and an M-1. Today 

it takes 22 galleons of fuel to 

support on soldier where as it 

was one galleon in WW!!. 

to University of Colombia 

economist Joseph Stiglitz and 

Harvard University budget 

analyst expert Linda Bilmes. 

These are big ass numbers!. 

The US spent  more than $3.6 

trillion on WW!!. Even ad-

justing for inflation. We came 

out of WW!! A world super-

power and world leader. As 

for this years planned end of 

the Iraq War– the juries still 

Central Georgia Det. 1373, Warner Robins GA. 

Iraq War Could Cost More than WW!! 

Corps Ends Rolled Sleeves Policy 

Gen. James Amos said that 

starting Oct. 24 Marines must 

wear all combat utility uni-

forms "with sleeves down, 

year round."The message of-

fered no reason for Amos' 

decision, though ABC News 

quoted an unidentified Marine 

official as saying the Uniform 

Board recommended the 

change after Marine leaders 

found that deployed Marines 

were wearing the sleeves 

down. 

The Marine Corps is set to 

change decades of uni-

form policy by ending the 

option for leathernecks to 

roll the sleeves up on their 

cammies. 

In a Corps-wide administra-

tive message, Commandant 

Volume 1, Issue 9 
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First and foremost, we sadly 

pass the word on about an-

other Marine who has left his 

TAD Status with us here and 

gone on to the Permanent 

Duty Station known as  

Heaven. 30 years in the Corps 

and three wars couldn't take 

MGySgt Charles E. Denson 

III out. Cancer finally cashed 

in his chips. He was a true 

friend and will be missed. 

"See ya soon, Gunny". 

Toys For Tots is proving to be 

a hastle again this year. Of 

course the fact that we have 

picked up three more counties 

probably has something to do 

with that. We now cover 

Stephens; Franklin; Hart; El-

bert; Habersham; and White 

Counties. We are very fortu-

nate that the City of Toccoa 

has given us a building for 

our warehouse. We have 1575 

square feet of space and we 

won't have to worry about 

paying for storage after the 

season is over. I am also 

blessed with a great bunch of 

Marine Volunteers who work 

hard making everything come 

together. 

Elections coming up in De-

cember. Maybe some new 

blood can help us recruit more 

Marines into our detachment. 
The young Marine Vets seem 

to feel that they don't have 

time to join. We have been 

given a Washington Redskin 

Football signed by all the 

2010 team players. We 

put it on EBay with no results. 

Are the any takers out there 

who would like to own this 

beautiful football. It is guar-

anteed the real thing with all 

the papers. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Don Alexander                

Commandant 

CURRAHEE MOUNTAIN DET, 1303, Toccoa Ga. 

Major Lawrence DesJardines Detachment #1260 

Legion Post with setting up a 

field of 1000 American Flags 

to support the 10th Anniver-

sary of 9/11.  The Detachment 

also performed the 13 folds of 

the flag ceremony for this 

event  

In October, the Detachment 

participated in a “Rivers 

Alive” Community cleanup.  

The Detachment also held a 

fund raiser at Sam’s that net-

ted the Detachment over 

$900. Recruiting: We have 

had 2 new members and 2 

new associate members join 

the Detachment since the De-

partment Convention. 

 

Delinquency: 10 members or 

10.6%.  We have 2 members 

that have moved out of town. 

This brings the Detachment 

Delinquency rate down to 

8.4%.  We have contacted 4 

members on the list and ex-

pect their dues in the mail. 

 

The Detachment meets every 

third Tuesday of the month at 

1830 at the River Pointe Golf 

Course Club House. 

Commandant,               

Tom Newton                      

Paymaster,  Bob Adams  

Webmaster, Ron Kirstatter    

Sr Vice, Ron Kirstatter   

Jr Vice, Sherman Braden  

Chaplain, Ernie Elmore 

Judge Advocate Bob Sanders  

Sgt-At-Arms Jim Rodgers   

Marine for Life Roger Woods    

Adjutant, Roger Paulin   

Eagle Scout Program         

Dan Gillan 

Patriotism Program          

Dave Aldrich                            

PIO/Dispatch  Bobbie Elmore 

VSO Nick Nicholson 

Semper Fi,                        

Tom Newton  Commandant 

 

Fallen Marine Program:  
No Fallen Marine Certificates 

have been presented since our 

report in August. 

 

Patriotism Program:    41 

American Flags have been 

distributed this year with 71 

distributed since the program 

started in 2010. 

 

Events:  In August a fund 

raiser was held, at Wal-Mart 

to support the Fallen Marine 

and Patriotism program that 

netted the Detachment just 

over $400.                              

 

In September, the Detachment 

assisted the local American 

MCL  Dept of  Georgia Detachment News  

       CURRAHEE MOUNTAIN 
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Photo/United States Marine 

Corps) 

KEVIN REKING,             

Associated Press 

 

WASHINGTON (AP) -- The 

nation's first black Marines 

received a rare national trib-

ute Tuesday as the House 

voted to award the Montford 

Point Marines with the Con-

gressional Gold Medal, the 

highest civilian honor given 

by Congress. 

 

History books and Hollywood 

have chronicled the Army's 

Buffalo Soldiers and the 

Army Air Corps' Tuskegee 

Airmen, but the men who 

integrated the Marines during 

World War II often have been 

forgotten. That is starting to 

change, beginning with the 

House's 422-0 vote. 

 

The black Marines received 

their basic training adjacent to 

Camp Lejeune in North Caro-

lina, where conditions were 

harsh and the treatment from 

their fellow Marines could be 

even harsher. The black Ma-

rines were not allowed to en-

ter Camp Lejeune unless ac-

companied by a white officer.  

 

In the few times they partici-

pated in training exercises, 

they could not eat until the 

white Marines had finished. 

They were routinely passed 

over for promotions. 

 

"People forget they were 

fighting two wars -- both for-

eign and domestic," Rep. San-

ford Bishop, D-Ga., said. 

 

More than 300 lawmakers 

were co-sponsors of the legis-

lation, providing Republicans 

and Democrats with a rare 

moment of bipartisanship. 

Lawmakers from both parties 

spoke in favor of the resolu-

tion, which was sponsored by 

Rep. Corrine Brown, D-Fla. 

 

In 1941, President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt ordered the Marine 

Corps to accept blacks. The 

Marine Corps was the last 

military branch to do so. 

Rep. Brad Miller, D-N.C., 

noted that the Montford Point 

Marines were presumed un-

suited for combat and not 

allowed to fight alongside 

their white counterparts until 

the Korean War. Still, they 

underwent intense fire in their 

supporting roles in the Pacific 

during World War II, serving 

at Okinawa and Iwo Jima. 

 

"They served with great valor 

and distinction and loved their 

country more than their coun-

try loved them at the time," 

Miller said. 

 

Rep. Walter Jones, R-N.C., 

said he hoped that the award-

ing of the Congressional Gold 

Medal would "soothe the pain 

of yesterday with the glory of 

today." 

 

About 19,000 men trained at 

Montford Point between 1942 

and 1949. Most have since 

died. Eugene Groves, a staff 

sergeant who fought in Korea, 

was one of four Montford 

Point veterans on hand for the 

vote Tuesday. The lawmakers 

gave the four a standing ova-

tion shortly before the vote. 

 

Commandant Gen. James 

Amos has made it a priority to 

honor the group and ensure 

that their history is taught to 

all Marines. 

 

Groves, who trained at Mont-

ford Point in 1946, said he 

appreciated the recognition. 

He served in the Korean War 

and said he felt for a time like 

the Marine Corps did not 

want to acknowledge his 

unit's service. 

 

"They did not want us in-

volved in the history," Groves 

said. "It's been a hard fight." 

 

House votes to honor first black Marines 

Volume 1, Issue 9 

In this April 1943 image provided by the Marine Corps, a 

platoon of Monfort Marine recruits stand at parade rest in 

New River, North Carolina. (AP Photo/United States Marine 

Corps) 

Howard P. Perry, the first African Ameri-

can in the U.S. Marine Corps. (Photo 

courtesy of World War II in Color) 

THE NATION'S FIRST 

BLACK MARINES RE-

CEIVED A RARE NA-

TIONAL TRIBUTE TUES-

DAY AS THE HOUSE 

VOTED TO AWARD THE 

MONTFORD POINT MA-

RINES WITH THE CON-

GRESSIONAL GOLD 



12  

We have begun our annual 

Toys For Tots Drive.  Adju-

tant/Paymaster attended the 

monthly meeting of the local 

Amateur Radio Operators 

Club.  Bernard Bledsoe pre-

sented the history of Toys For 

Tots and how our Detachment 

worked in the local area.  The 

club members invited us back 

for their December meeting 

and they will have a toy drive 

at that meeting for our TFT 

drive.   

Commandant Jim Sexton met 

with the Retired Teachers 

meeting and explained how 

our TFT drive is conducted 

and how our collected toys 

were distributed in the com-

munity.  They also wanted us 

back for their November 

meeting so they could have a 

TFT drive.  We have sent a 

delegation to Montgomery, 

Al. to the Reserve Unit and 

picked up some additional 

TFT supplies.  We have put 

out boxes in several locations 

for the public to make dona-

tions. 

Jim Hethcox arranged for 

himself , Bernard Bledsoe and 

Jim  Sexton  to meet with a 

reporter for the Troup County 

News, a local newspaper, for 

an interview about the Marine 

Corps League, our Detach-

ment, and our TFT drive.  Jim 

thought this would be a good 

way for us to get the word out 

about the MCL and our De-

tachment and hopefully will 

get us some new members. 

We had our annual Marine 

Corps Birthday dinner on 10 

November at a local restau-

rant.  The dinner was very 

well attended and everyone 

enjoyed it very much.  We 

had some very special guess, 

five Marines that were TDY 

at Fort Benning.  SSgt Cow-

ell, one of the Marines, called 

Jim Sexton the Monday be-

fore the birthday and asked if 

our Detachment would be 

celebrating the Marine Corps 

birthday on the 10th.  He said 

that there were five Marines 

at Fort Benning that were 

looking for some place to 

celebrate the birthday.  Jim 

invited him and the Marines 

to come and join us and he 

accepted.  We found out that 

they were all reservists and 

that  they were receiving spe-

cial robotics training at Fort 

Benning and  would be leav-

ing for Afghanistan the next 

day, 11 November.  This 

would be their only opportu-

nity to celebrate the Marine 

Corps Birthday.  The five 

Marines were LtCol.King, 

SSgt Cowell, Sgt Williams, 

Sgt Soto, and GySgt Santos.  

It was a great honor having 

them as our guests. 

We have added two members 

to our Detachment, Jerry 

Willis and Rick Zeunges.  

Jerry transferred into our De-

tachment from being a Mem-

ber At Large and Rick is a 

new member to the MCL.   

We are continuing to monitor 

our membership list and con-

tact our members that are at 

risk. 

Jim Sexton                        

Commandant 

I hope the 236th Marine Corps 

Birthday was both happy and 

reflective for you.   

As we get set to enter 2012, 

let us all remember and focus 

on the directives of our Na-

tional leaders.  That is Re-

cruitment and Retention.  Our 

Department remains to be 

committed to starting new 

detachments and professional 

growth and development. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello Marines, 

Semper Fi 

Frank Corrick 

Dept Sr Vice 

Pfc. George Eiland Det. 1040 , LaGrange Ga.  

Sr.Vice Commandant: Frank Corrick 

MCL  Dept of  Georgia Detachment News  
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We, at Upper Chattahoochee 

Detachment #665, may have 

discovered just how busy a 

one-legged man in a tail kick-

ing contest really is. Over the 

last three months, we have 

engaged in a myriad of activi-

ties resulting in the addition 

of 4 regular and 2 associate 

members. We have begun our 

own Devil Dog Pound, placed 

our detachment on sound fi-

nancial footing (possibly for 

years to come), performed 

several Color Guard func-

tions, attended the final rites 

of 5 fallen Marines as an 

Honor Guard in Hall and 

Dawson counties, held our 

first ever detachment picnic 

(hosting a group of WWII and 

Korean War veterans from a 

local assisted living center), 

participated as a lead organi-

zation in the first ever county 

wide Stand Down, begun an 

association with two organi-

zations to provide free admis-

sion to locally produced thea-

ter plays, kicked off Toys for 

Tots for all of Hall County, 

planned and conducted a suc-

cessful Marine Corps Birth-

day celebration, participated 

in or provided a speaker for 

several Veterans Day activi-

ties and subjected our Toys 

for Tots chairman to a live 

radio interview in Gainesville. 

Oh, we also helped form a 

coalition of leaders of several 

VSO’s designed to inform 

and assist participating veter-

ans groups in communication, 

community awareness, mem-

bership acquisition and in-

volvement and fundraising. 

Word of mouth and commu-

nity activity seem to be our 

most efficient means of re-

cruitment. We are losing 

some ill advised recruits from 

last year but have tried to ei-

ther locate or renew them 

with everything short of pay-

ing their dues. Every detach-

ment abhors losing members 

but sometimes it is best to cut 

your losses and move for-

ward. We try our best to pro-

vide programs and activities 

that extend beyond a monthly 

business meeting. We find 

that we can’t be all things to 

all people but we continue to 

rack our brains to involve as 

many members as are willing 

to participate. Our officers, as 

well as several members are 

some of the finest and most 

dedicated people with whom I 

have ever been associated. 

We are currently working, 

under verbal agreement, with 

a local company to perform a 

very light physical task which 

could provide us with several 

thousand dollars of annual 

income for an indeterminate 

time. It requires 18-20 mem-

bers donating one (1) five 

hour day a week and we are 

gradually moving toward that 

objective, but as is generally 

the case, the most active 

members are carrying the load 

and I have never  been more 

proud of a group of men as I 

am these. 

We have reserved five rooms 

at Myrtle Beach and antici-

pate 10-15 members and 

wives or guests will attend 

National Convention in Au-

gust in Mobile.  

Our meetings are still being 

held at Ryan’s Buffet in 

Gainesville on the 2nd Satur-

day of each month at 0930 hrs 

and we welcome any and all 

of you to come visit. 

Happy Birthday Marines 

Semper Fidelis 

Cookie Salinas, Commandant 

Upper Chattahoochee       

Detachment # 665 

2011/2012 Officers 

Commandant 

Emilio "Cookie" F. Salinas 

 

Sr. Vice Commandant 

Charles R. Bryan 
Jr.. Vice Commandant 

David Godfrey 
 
Judge Advocate 
William J. Miller 
 
Adjutant 
LuAnn Miller 
 
Paymaster 
Brent Barrett 
 
Chaplain 
Gerald N. Blaney Sr. 
 
Sergeant at Arms 
Rudy Guerrero 
 
Junior Past Commandant 
Walter J. Calderon  

Upper Chattahoochee Det. 665, Gainesville Ga. 
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DETACHMENT MEETING INFORMATION 

DETACHMENT NEWS: -  DALTON GA DET. #1309     

3rd. Saturday of each month 10:00am 

Dalton College, Brown Building Rm.202 or 203 

550 College Drive, Dalton Ga 30720     

Meets: Contact Kelly Johnson 706-272-2355 

 

DETACHMENT NEWS: MIDDLE GA DET. # 970    

Meets: 1st Tuesday of month at 1900 hrs 

American legion Post #3, 5530 Thomaston Rd., Macon Ga. 

 

DETACHMENT NEWS: SAVANNAH DET.#564     

Meets: 3rd. Thursday of month at 1900 hrs. 

Marine Reserve Bld, Hunter Field, Savannah Ga. 

Contact: benstwrt@yahoo.com 

 

DETACHMENT NEWS: SGTMAJ LOUIS ROUNDTREE DET, 1048   

Meets: 4th. Saturday of month at 1600 hrs 

American Legion Post #51, 1641 Washington St., East Point Ga. 

Contact: Moon Mullins at Moonman37x1@att.net 

 

DETACHMENT NEWS:  CLYDE THOMASON DET. #1325    

Meets: 2nd.Tuesday of each month 

Christ The King Church, 4881 Highway 34E, Sharpsburg GA. 30277 

websergeant@mcl1325.net 

 

DETACHMENT NEWS:MAJ.GEN WARREN R. JOHNSON DET.    

Meets: 3rd. Sat of month at 0930     

Right Wing Tavern, 251 East Main St., Woodstock GA 

 

DETACHMENT NEWS: CURRAHEE DETACHMENT #1303   

Meets 1st Thursday of each month at 1800 hrs 

Toccoa Police Training Center, Alewine Drive, Toccoa Ga. 30577 

Alexander.don21@gmail.com 

 

DETACHMENT NEWS: GLYNCO DETACHMENT #716              

Meets last Monday of each month at 1900 hrs 

Strike Zone, 380 Millennium Blvd., Brunswick GA 31521 

tito6@comcast.net   

 

DETACHMENT NEWS: N. GEORGIA MTN. DET. # 1280               

Meets 3rd. Sat of the month at 0800 hrs 

Annie’s, 1995 Talking Rock Highway, Jasper GA 

Contact: usmc1280@gmail.com 

 

WAYCROSS DETACHMENT #1333 

Meets 3rd. Thursday of every month 

Shoney’s on Memorial Drive, Waycross GA 31503 

Contact:  

       

HENRY COUNTY LEATHERNECKS  DETACHMENT # 1339 

Meets 3rd. Monday of every month at 1830 hrs 

Heritage Park Recreation Center, 99 Lake Dow Rd. McDonough GA 30253 

Contact: mcdonoughmarines@gmail.com 

 

CENTRAL GEORGIA DETACHMENT #1373 

Meets 1st Monday of each month at Flint Energy Building 

900 Hwy 96, Warner Robins Ga. 31088 

Contact John Harmon at jjharmonusmc@gmail.com 

mailto:tito6@comcast.net
mailto:usmc1280@gmail.com
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Continental Marines 

DETACHMENT NEWS: LT.COL JIMMIE DYESS DET.#921             
Meets: Last Tuesday of month at 1900 hrs  
American Legion Post # 205,2102 Highland Ave. Augusta Ga. 
30904 
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: GREATER ATLANTA #647                                     
Meets: 1st. Saturday of month at 1100 hrs  
Delkwood Grill, 2769 Delk Road, Marietta GA 
marine64@comcast.net 
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: UPPER CHATTAHOOCHEE DET #665               
Meets: 2nd. Sat. of month 10:30 hrs  
Ryan’s Buffet, 2415 Brown’s Bridge Road, Gainesville Ga 30504  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: AUBREY GILBERT DET.1312             

Meets 3rd Sat. of month 1000 hrs 
Old Oak Mountain Academy, 1790 Stripling-Chapel Rd. 
Carrollton, GA 30116 
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: JAKE PURYEAR DET.1020     
Meets: 2nd Sat of month at 0900 
Location: Rome-Floyd Library 
 
DETACHMENT NEWS:JOSEPH SCHMITTOU DET.1083     
Meets: 3rd Monday of month at 1900 hrs  
Buffalo’s Café, Alps Road & Baxter Street, Athens GA. 30606  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: WEST CHATHAM DET. #1326               
Meets: 3rd. Mon of month 
Randy Woods Guitars,1304 East Hwy.80, Bloomingdale Ga. 31302  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS:PFC GEORGE EILAND DET. # 1040               
Meets: 2nd. Mon of month at 1900 hrs  
Troop City Senior Center,140 Ragland St., LaGrange Ga. 30241  
Contact:  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: KINGS BAY DET. #1229      
Meets: 2nd.Tues of month at 1900 hrs  
VFW POST 8385, 150 N.Camden Woods Pkwy., Kingsland Ga. 31548  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: MAJ, DESJARDINES DET.1260             
Meets:3rd.Tues of month at 1830 hrs  
River Pointe Golf Course, 801 River Pointe Dr., Albany GA 31701  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: MAJ STEPHEN PLESS DET. #1196   
Meets: 3rd. Tuesday of month at 1900 hrs  
1st. Assembly of God, 2000 W Macintosh Rd., Griffin Gab  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: GEN. RAYMOND DAVIS (MOH) DET. #1188                                
Meets 2nd Sat of the month at 0900 hrs  
Lil Red Schoolhouse, 3130 Newton Drive, Covington GA 30014  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: UNICOI DET.#783      
Meets:3rd.Monday of month 
American Legion Post 7807,Hwy. 288, Hiwassee Ga. 30506  
                                        
 DETACHMENT NEWS: GEORGIA DEVIL DOG DET.952          
Meets: 2ND. Monday of each month 1900 hrs.  
American Legion Post 127, 1367 Sawnee Ave. Buford Ga.  
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                                 DEPARTMENT OF GEORGIA                                                                                     

                           QUARTERLY DEPARTMENT MEETING                              

                          FRIDAY - SATURDAY  NOVEMBER 18-19, 2011 

Commandants and Staff, 

This is your last reminder on the upcoming staff conference in Stockbridge, GA. For Friday reserva-

tions call  (678-782-4000) and ask for local Group Reservation  “Marine Corps League”  

Due to the poor response to the hotel accommodations the meeting will be held at the Henry Co. Parks 

and Recreation, 99 Lake Dow Rd. McDonough, GA 30252-3145. Those members that have reservations 

will still be welcome at the rate arranged by the McDonough Detachment/ 

The Staff Meeting as well as training is open to all members. 

Friday Night Agenda:  

1500 - Hotel Check-in  

1700- Meet and Greet: Location- Greeting at Hotel McDonough Detachment 

Saturday’s Agenda: 

7:00- 10:00 Breakfast Buffet  

1100 – Hotel Checkout  

10:00- 11:45 Staff Meeting  

11:45- 13:00 Lunch  

13:00- 13:30 Training Web Sergeants –Ron Kirstatter                                                                                    

Ron will give individual help after his training 

13:30- 14:00 Paymaster Training- Bill Hall  

14:00- 14:30 Adjutant Training- Jeff Amerson  

14:30-14:40 Break 

14:40- 15:30 Special Presentation   
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Opening by Ritual:   

     Meeting called to order by Department Commandant Michael Clark 

  

Roll Call of Officers:   Absent was Jr. Past Commandant Bo Stollenwerck. Absent from the non vacant Spe-

cial Staff Officers was Chris Roberts the news letter editor and Dick Richter Hot trike coordinator. Confirma-

tion will be forth coming if Dick will continue to be the coordinator of this section. 

 Roll Call of Detachments:  Detachments not represented were Savannah, Unicoi, Georgia Devil Dogs, 

Roundtree (1048), Gen.  Ray Davis,  Kings Bay, North Ga. Mountain, Dalton, Aubrey Gilbert, Greater At-

lanta, Glynco, Currahee Mountain and  Maj. Gen. Warren DesJardines 

Meeting Minutes:  The minutes from the previous Department Staff meeting from past Adjutant Stewart who 

has had eye surgery will be gotten at a later date by our Commandant and will be posted on the Department 

Web page. The minutes from the August Administrative Board meeting were published in the Newsletter and 

handed out at this meeting. Motion by Marine Bernard Bledsoe to accept the August minutes was made and 

seconded by Marine Emilio (Cookie) Salinas. Motion Carried. 

Correspondence:  Chaplin Ernie Elmore received a thank you letter from the daughter of deceased Knox 

Davis, the wife of Gen Raymond Davis (MOH). Our Department sent the family a signed sympathy card and 

she and her brothers wanted to thank the members for their thoughts and prayers. 

    Commandant Michael Clark called on Cookie Salinas, Commandant of Upper Chattahoochee to review the 

motion that was tabled from the past State Convention held at Pooler Georgia. The Motion concerned the do-

nation of Department funds to the tornado victims in North Carolina. The Motion was tabled because it was 

felt that each Detachment or member was considering donating money individually. The information Cookie 

has received now from the Sgt Major in charge stating that all victims were taken care of and that any funds 

left over would go to their Disaster relief or general fund. Cookie did not read the entire letter but related the 

important information to the Department. Therefore a Motion was made by Cookie to remove the tabled Mo-

tion from the Convention meeting. Tom Newton seconded and the motion was passed. 

   The Marine Corps League recognizes Boy Scouts with a Certificate and sometimes a Marine Recruiter can 

supply a document for their Court of Honor.  We want to continue to support the Scouts so be in touch with 

Bill Hall as he is our go between with this fine organization. Try to be there at their ceremony in your red 

cover and or red jacket uniform. 

   Chad Long will be attending a meeting for our Commandant with the Dept. of Ga. Veterans Services on Aug 

23rd in Atlanta.  The Department is getting a flier printed explaining the Marine Corps League and will try and 

gets these to all the offices of the Department of Veterans Affairs and we could get some recruits or good 

press. 

    Our Department received a thank you note from The Wounded Worrier Foundation. We sent them a mone-

tary gift of $2600.00. This Department also encourages you to support not only this organization but also the 

Marines Helping Marines Program. 

 

Paymaster Report:  Beginning balance was $14,782.37 with $901.00 debits and $976.00 Credits. We have an 

ending balance of $14,649.67. A detailed report may be gotten from the Adjutant or Paymaster if required. 

Motion made by Marine Bernard Bledsoe ((1040) to accept the Paymasters report pending the outcome of the 

audit, seconded by Marine Roscoe Foster (1196). Motion carried. 

 

Sick and/or in distress:  Chaplin Ernie Elmore (1260) stated their Detachment has 2 members to report with 

illness, Associate member Harold and Marine Nick Retland.  The Chaplin has 2 “Get Well” cards to pass 

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE              Department of Georgia   August 20th 2011 

                                                                               Meeting Minutes 
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     Jr. Vice Commandant Chad Long reports we are growing in the State but are missing the basics. He 

will not get on his soapbox at this time. He will get into this at our training secession after the meeting. 

We need all our Department and Detachments to grow properly. 

     Judge Advocate Bonita Johnson wanted to make a statement. At this time she is trying to establish an 

electronic database of all our records. In reviewing our Corporation status she found some issues. One of 

our Detachments has been dissolved administratively. This Detachment probably does not even know this 

as yet. Each detachment and our Department must pay our taxes and Corporation fees each year. The 

Judge Advocate also needs any riders and Insurance policy VIN numbers for her records. She is also in 

the process of getting amendment revisions and change request for our By-Laws. Right now she is wait-

ing for answers from National. 

   Chaplin Ernie Elmore read out loud the names of 11 fallen Marines as the Department members all 

stood at attention. The fallen Marines names were recognized according to tradition and ceremony. A list 

of these Marines names may be requested from the Chaplin if needed. 

 

District Vice Commandants Reports: District 1 Hall Gosnell reported he has his assigned Detachments 

and be getting to their meetings next month and will have his reports next meeting. District 2 John New-

port reports he has not been to his assigned Detachments as of yet. District 3 Chad Long reports he has 

visited 2 of his assigned Attachments. He will defer the things he has learned till later this afternoon at the 

training session. District 4 Russ Vermillion reports he has visited with 3 of his Detachments and he knows 

of a little work needed in a few placed and will be working on these.  District 5 Tom Newton reports he 

has visited 2 of his assigned Detachments and waiting on a third to reply to his request for a date to visit. 

Tom is helping and meeting with a group that wants to form a Detachment in Tifton. District 6 Bobby Ed-

wards reports he has met with all 4 of his assigned Detachments. He is working with one of these that 

have some problems. They are getting back up to speed and getting some of their delinquent members 

back. 

 

Commandant’s remarks: Commandant Michael Clark wanted to talk about the delinquent roster a mo-

ment. Because the National folks are so behind in paperwork you need to send your renewal checks in at 

least 3 months ahead of time (30 days is a minimum)  to be on time with your member’s dues.  Paymas-

ters and Commandants, when you get these delinquent reports it is up to you to contact these delinquent 

members as soon as possible. Michael wants a copy of this report and he wants the Sr. Vice tracking these 

delinquent members, contact them and let them know their dues are due , check on the member and see if 

they need help in paying. As a Detachment you need to also get you members to go the LIFE MEMBER 

route if possible, that way you will not need to worry about when your yearly dues are due. 

    Something else that came out at National is the delinquent IRS 990 form.  Has anyone received notice 

their 990 is overdue?  Beginning the end of August Detachments and the Commandants will be fined 

$10.00 a day till they are completed and turned in to the IRS. The deadline for renewing your 990 is No-

vember 15th. 

 

Standing Committee reports:  Bill Hall the Department lesion for Boy Scouts reported that the Certifi-

cates for recognizing the Eagle Scout Good Citizenship Award have doubled in cost from National.  If at 

all possible the Detachments need to hand deliver these Certificates to the individual scouts. Bill will glad 

to send a copy of these Certificates by e-mail to the Detachments or they can buy them from the Na-

tional’s web-site. If there is any question on this contact Bill and he will help. 

 

Convention report:  Jim Daughtry (1325) Department Convention chair.  Thanks to Commandant Mi-

chael Clark we will have Vic Voltaggio our National Commandant as the guest speaker. Committee orga-
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nizing is going well and we have some funds already in the bank from selling ads in the Convention folder.  

Room rates have been set for $84.00 a night including breakfast for single occupancy and $91.00 for double 

occupancy. We are looking at approximately $45.00 or less for the banquet meal (individual). The Ladies pro-

gram is being finalized and should be about $15.00 for them; this will include a shopping trip and lunch. 

Peachtree City is gearing up to be the best State Convention in history. 

 

The 6 District Vice Commandants and the Department Chaplin were sworn in as appointed officers. District 1 

represented by Hal Gosnell, District 2 John Newport, District 3 Chad Long, District 4 Russ Vermillion, Dis-

trict 5 Tom Newton, District 6 Bobby Edwards and Chaplin Ernie Elmore. Swearing in was done by Depart-

ment of Georgia Commandant Michael Clark. 

 

 Commandant Clark stated he has established a Ways and Means Committee to try and solicit funds to help 

supplement some of the costs incurred by certain Committees and or appointed positions. These funds would 

offset officer travel s required by the Department and to help with donation of funds to certain causes outside 

the usual charity organizations we participate with. The 4th of July parade in Washington D.C. is one example. 

This Ways and Means Committee will be going out and getting Corporate Sponsorships. Right now Cookie 

Salinas and George Sidler are in line to start this project. Michael is also looking for one more Marine with 

Business experience for this Committee. 

Commandant Clark asked the following Marines to be on the By-Laws Committee; Tom Newton, Christian 

Roberts, Hal Gosnell and Judge Advocate Bonita Johnson (Chair Person). All accepted, however Christian was 

not there but our Commandant said he will volunteer Chris. Michael also volunteered himself to be on this 

Committee with Judge Advocate Johnson approval. The first business will be to have a by-law to cover the 

New District Vice Commandants position. In the future we will need additional Vice Commandants due to the 

addition of more Districts. Also in the future the District Detachments will elect their Vice Commandants to 

represent them. 

 Update from Detachments:  (additions to published reports) 

    Detachment 1083 Frank Corrick reported he has Detachment Coins for sale after the meeting.  Detachment 

1196 Randy Barnes reported on their WW2 Marine Izell Clements (92) passed away Thursday AM. Marine 

Clements will be buried with full military honors. Detachment 1260 Tom Newton reported that at the last De-

tachment meeting he briefed the members about the Mentoring Program and their Elected Officers and ap-

pointed Officers will take the lead and participate as Mentors. In the last 30 days they have had 13 new mem-

bers join their Detachment and will institute the program with these new Marines. Each new Members receives 

a Packet of information (modified from Detachment 970’s) that is designed for incoming new Detachment 

members. Detachment 1325 wanted to add that the Traveling Wall will be in their area October 20th through 

the 24th. Central Georgia Detachment 1373, John Harmon reported on the home coming plans for Marine Tony 

Mullis. This is a wounded worrier coming home to Hawkinsville September 3rd from the Atlanta airport.  The 

escort will include their Detachment, the Rolling Thunder and multiple police cars. Contact John after the 

meeting as he is asking for volunteers for a Color Guard for the scheduled parade in Hawkinsville. Ron Ker-

statter the Webmaster for the Department and Sr. Vice for Detachment 1260 reported he has an e-mail group 

of all Commandants. The address you use is Commandants@mcldeptofga.org . As Ron gets the officer instil-

lation sheets he will add or correct this list. The second thing is that the Department web site is under construc-

tion and is asking for feed back to improve this site. webmaster@mcldeptofga.org is his e-mail address. 

 

Unfinished Business:   Registration for the August 2012 National Convention is supposed to be available on 

the National’s Web Site.  If you plan to be going start now and get your registration and reservations in as soon 

as you can. The 2012 National Convention in Mobile Alabama is really going to be a good one.  
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The dates are 12th through the 18th of August 2012.  The 2012 Southeastern Convention is going to be at 

Myrtle Beach, North Carolina March 1st through the 3rd. Go ahead and make your reservations now so as 

to get a good room. Always mention the Marine Corps League to get a good rate. 

 

New Business:  Hal Gosnell reported that as everyone knows we are in competition with the Department 

of Alabama for the Grits Bowl. This competition is for the Department that has the greater percentage 

growth through the year from March to March of each year.  Hal wants to get a joint Grits Bowl Change 

Coin made so as to sell and raise funds for the Departments. He stated that the Detachments can sell the 

coins and 20% would stay with the individual Detachments and the rest go to the Department. The coins 

would be $10.00 and when we get approval we would have around 400+ coins made. A motion was made 

to proceed with making this coin with approval from the Alabama Department.  Motion made by Tom 

Oaks (1339) and seconded by Russ Vermillion (1196). After some discussion on initial cost the Motion 

was approved. 

    Tom Newton (1260) presented a proposal with slides on bringing the 2013, 67th Southeastern Division 

Convention to be hosted by the Albany detachment (1260). Present was Kathy from the Merry Acers Inn 

to answer any questions concerning rooms or amenities. Several trips for the ladies are planned, botanical 

gardens, a bunko game and a local plantation visit that also has a winery close by. Tom also had a handout 

available after the meeting for the members to pick up and review.  Commandant Michael Clark com-

mented on the benefits on coming to Albany and the Merry Acers Inn. He approves the Convention com-

ing here as Atlanta has withdrawn their bid. There were some concerns on adequate room for the banquet 

from Bernard Bledsoe. Tom addressed these concerns with numbers that seemed to support that enough 

room would be available.  A Motion was made to support the Southeastern Division Convention to be 

held in Albany with the sponsorship of Detachment 1260.  Cookie Salinas (665) made the motion and 

Roscoe Foster (1196) seconded. 

The motion carried.  

  The Good of the League:  The streamer for attending the National Convention in Idaho was attached to 

our flag by the Commandant.  The National Newsletter award was handed out for second place for the 

best news letter for Division 1 of the League.  The representatives from the PFC George Eiland Detach-

ment came forward to accept this award; Jim Sexton Commandant and the newsletter editor accepted the 

award.  A certificate of participation was also presented to Bobby Elmore of the Maj. Lawrence DesJardi-

nes Detachment (1260) by our Commandant for entering the newsletter competition. 

    Certificates from the National Jr. Vice Commandant for Detachment growth were handed out. (16 De-

tachments were recognized for growth plus the state Department) The Glaser F. Burckhardt award for the 

most Detachment growth went to Detachment 921 (Lt. Col. Jimmie A. Dyess).  

   The Staff Conference for November 19th will be held at the McDonough Detachment (1339) location. 

Details will be forthcoming in the Newsletter or by e-mail for available hotel and times.  

     Bobby Evans (West Chatham Detachment 1326) reported that the Walgreens Stores were giving Cor-

porate Discounts to Marine Corps Detachments and were also supporting the Toys for Tots program as a 

National Sponsor.  

      Reminder of October 22nd event by Tom Oakes, McDonough Detachment. There is a handout sheet on 

the table at the back of the room for their Beirut Memorial 5K Run starting at 1700 hours. The Toys for 

Tots Program will be at 1100 that morning at the Heritage Park Facility. A lot of events for kids and pa-

rade with the Iwo Jima float will be participating. Any Marine involved or connected with the Beirut 

bombing is encouraged to come and participate. 

 

There being no further Business the Conference was closed by Ritual. 

Minutes submitted by Department Adjutant 

Jeff Amerson. 
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MARINE CORPS LEAGUE:   Healthy Tips for Cold and Flu Season 

Quercetin reduces susceptibility to influenza, especially after exercise 

Use a Humidifier to Breathe Easier                                                                                                                                                     

Use a humidifier or vaporizer all night to release moisture into the air. Steam can loosen congestion and moisturize your nasal pas-

sages. Besides helping you breathe easier, moist air can soothe irritated tissues in your nose and throat. This may relieve sore throat 

pain as well. Be sure to clean and disinfect your humidifier regularly.                                                                                             

Shower Before Bed                                                                                                                                                                                 

When you have a cold, get the benefits of steam from a hot shower to make breathing more comfortable. You can also run the 

shower and sit in the steamy bathroom with the door shut, bend over a sink filled with running hot water, or put a warm compress 

over your sinuses.                                                                                                                                                                              

Choose Medicines Wisely                                                                                                                                                                      

Cold medicines combine various ingredients to treat symptoms like congestion, runny nose, cough, fever, and aches. Check the in-

gredients carefully. Medicines with decongestants may keep you awake. Some antihistamines, on the other hand, can make you 

drowsy. If your child is under 4, do not use cold medicine. You should check with your doctor to determine how to relieve symp-

toms.                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Decongestant Nasal Spray May Help                                                                                                                                                    

When you can't get any air in your nose, a decongestant nasal spray may help open up nasal passages and ease congestion. But be-

ware -- using decongestant sprays for more than three days in a row can end up making congestion worse.                                    

Soothe a Sore Throat                                                                                                                                                                                

For quick relief of sore throat pain, gargling with warm salt water before going to bed may be soothing. There are also over-the-

counter lozenges and throat sprays that may be helpful. If you have a severe sore throat and a high fever, check with your doctor -- 

especially if you don't have typical cold symptoms like congestion and sneezing. It could be due to a strep infection.                     

Nasal Strips May Provide Relief                                                                                                                                                         

Some people try nasal strips for relief from congestion while they sleep. They're intended to go across the bridge of your nose to per-

haps help stretch and open the nasal passages. A strip won't break up mucus but it may allow more space for some airflow.      

Make a Saline Rinse                                                                                                                                                                                

Saline can be put in a spray bottle and used to loosen mucus and can be used repeatedly. To make your own saline solution, mix 1/4 

teaspoon of salt and a dash of baking soda in eight ounces of warm water. The saline can also be used to perform nasal irrigation to 

flush mucus from your nasal cavities.                                                                                                                                               

Menthol Salve May Soothe a Cough                                                                                                                                                     

Rubbing a menthol salve on your chest and throat can help ease a cough that's associated with a cold. The medicated vapors can 

soothe your cough and congestion and may help you sleep. Don’t eat the salve or put it inside your nose. And never use it on chil-

dren under 2.                                                                                                                                                                                          

Raise the Head of Your Bed                                                                                                                                                                  

You may have heard that your sinuses will drain more easily if you prop up your head on many pillows. Doctors say this isn't a good 

idea, because it bends the neck unnaturally and can make breathing more difficult. What works better is raising the head of the bed. 

Try putting large books under the legs of your headboard and securing them. This creates a gentler, more natural incline.          

Sleep on Schedule                                                                                                                                                                                      

A cold can wreak havoc on your schedule. But it's best to wake up and go to bed at the same times as usual. Sticking to a sleep 

schedule not only makes it easier to fall asleep -- it can help fight off the next cold. One study suggests sleep-deprived people are 

three times more likely to catch a cold than those who sleep eight or more hours a night.                                                                  

Drink a Glass of Red Wine at Bedtime                                                                                                                                                      

Researchers at the University of South Carolina say a chemical found abundantly in red wine, apples and onions helps protect against 

influenza, especially after a rigorous respiratory workout when the body is more susceptible to infection. 
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Presidential Memorial Certificates 

 

A Presidential Memorial Certificate (PMC) is an engraved pa-

per certificate, signed by the current President, to honor the 

memory of  honorably discharged deceased Veterans. 

History 

This program was initiated in March 1962 by President John F. 

Kennedy and has been continued by all subsequent Presidents. 

Statutory authority for the program is Section 112, Title 38, of 

the United States Code. 

Administration 

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) administers the 

PMC program by preparing the certificates which bear the cur-

rent President’s signature expressing the country’s grateful 

recognition of the Veteran’s service in the United States Armed 

Forces. 

Eligibility 

Eligible recipients include the next of kin and loved ones of 

honorably discharged deceased Veterans. More than one cer-

tificate may be provided. 

Application 

Eligible recipients, or someone acting on their behalf, may ap-

ply for a PMC in person at any VA regional office or by U.S. 

mail or toll-free fax. Requests cannot be sent via email. Please be sure to enclose a copy of the Veteran's discharge and death 

certificate to verify eligibility, as we cannot process any request without proof of honorable military service. Please submit 

copies only, as we will not return original documents. 

If you would like to apply for a Presidential Memorial Certificate, or if you have already requested one more than sixteen (16) 

weeks ago and have not received it yet, please call 1-202-565-4964 to find out the status of your request. Please do not send a 

second application unless we request you to do so.  

PRESIDENTIAL MEMORIAL CERTIFICATE REQUEST FORM 

RESPONDENT BURDEN: Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average two minutes per response. Statutory authority 

for the Presidential Memorial Certificate (PMC) Program is 38 U.S.C. 112. The information requested is approved under OMB Control Number 2900-0567, 

and is necessary to allow eligible recipients (next of kin, other relatives or friends) to request additional certificates and/or replacement or correct certificates on 

receipt of the original PMC. The National Cemetery Administration does not give, sell or transfer any personal information outside of the agency. VA may not 

conduct or sponsor, and you are not required to respond to this collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB Control Number. Responding to this 

collection is voluntary. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspects of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing 

this burden, to VA Clearance Officer (005G2), 810 Vermont Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20420. SEND COMMENTS ONLY. Please do not send applica-

tions for benefits to this address. 

Include name of veteran, Name and mailing address of person requesting the certificate 

Number of Certificates requested and your signature. Return completed form  and discharge and death certificate to 

 Presidential Memorial Certificates (41A1C) National Cemetery Administration 5109 Russell Road Quantico, VA 22134-3903 

Fax To: 1 (800) 455-7143 
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