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Greetings Marines,                                                                            

Having just returned from the Southeast Division Conference I would like to 

share some highlights with you. The Department of Georgia was well repre-

sented with members of 10 Detachments present, elected and appointed Offi-

cers present, with representatives on the Division and National Staff. While 

it is impossible to convey the large volume of Conference information in this 

article, below are a few selected items to let you know what your League is 

doing.                                                                                                            

Our National Commandant Vic Voltaggio said he is restructuring commit-

tees and personnel at the National level; and he ask that when untruths and/or 

rumors are heard that immediate corrections be made. 

Sr. Vice John Tuohy indicated when there are conflicts of interest discipli-

nary action is being considered. Also a comprehensive report of Mid Winter 

Commandants Council is being prepared for distribution. on membership he 

encouraged ―Get Em and Keep Em.‖ 

Jr. Vice John Kovalcik stressed that Articles of Incorporation is the highest 

legal document in our organization. Also communications are important 

within MCL and the total MCL members in 2011 is 75,935. 

Judge Advocate Richard Gore reported the reason for audits are to prevent 

stealing of money from the MCL and as required by the bylaws when there 

are staff changes. 

Executive Director Mike Blum informed that the League is growing; the 

MCL has been approved by the Marine Corps for a Trademark License, 

which allows the use of the use of the Eagle Globe & Anchor on letter heads 

and business cards; if a Detachment has rifles, they are on loan and belong to 

the U. S. Army, may not be loaned out or taken home by members, and are 

the responsibility of the Detachment Commandant; the Semper Fi Store al-

lows for physical onsite and online purchases, and is developing a color cata-

log to be distributed; a membership data base is incomplete and is still under-

going testing to satisfy MCL Headquarters; the MCL has approved support 

for raising funds for a Chesty Puller Monument at the National Marine Corps 

Museum; MCL Headquarters is in talks with USAA Insurance Co. on mak-

ing their insurance available to members; and Bylaw changes are on the Na-

tional website. 

Changing direction, let me remind you of our Department Con-

From the Commandant’s Fox Hole– Bo Stollenwerck 
           Highlights 

SE DIVISION CONFERENCE PHOTOS 

VA NEWS 

SE DIVISION NEWS 

DEVIL DOG NEWS 

DETACHMENT NEWS  

                            MCL Detachments 

Aubrey Gilbert Det..                                      

Clyde  Thomason  Det.               

Currahee Mountain  Det.                        

Dalton Georgia Det.                                            

Gen. Ray Davis (MOH) Det.                                           

Devil Dog  Det.                                                                         

Glynco Det.                       

Greater Atlanta Det.                       

Jake Puryear Det.                                  

Joseph Schmittou Det                                

Kings Bay Det                                   

LtCol Jimmie Dyes                               

Maj Lawrence Desjardins Det       

Maj. Stephen W. Pless Det       

McDonough Det.                                                           

Middle Georgia Det                                                                            

North Ga Mountain  Det.           

PC Geo Eland Det.         

Savannah Det.                     

SgtMaj Louis Roundtree  Det      

Unicoi Det.                              

Upper Chattahoochee  Det       

Waycross Det.                     

West Chatham Det.       

Warren Johnson Det. 

Volume 1 Issue 7  MARCH  2011 
 

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE NEWS 

“ONCE A MARINE...ALWAYS A MARINE…‖ 

MCL  Dept of  Georgia Detachment News 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9b/Marine_corps_flag.gif


2  

The National Museum of the 

Marine Corps is a lasting trib-

ute to U.S. Marines--past, 

present, and future. Situated 

on a 135-acre site adjacent 

to Marine Corps Base Quan-

tico, Virginia, and under the 

command of Marine Corps 

University, the Museum's 

soaring design evokes the 

image of the flag-raisers of 

Iwo Jima and beckons visi-

tors to this 120,000-square-

foot structure. World-class 

interactive exhibits using the 

most innovative technology 

National Museum of the  Marine Corps 

PACIFIC WAR REUNION OF HONOR March 13-15th.  

#7 Downing Street Rome, 

Georgia 30161 

2011 marks the 70th anniver-

sary for the ‘Day of Infamy’ 

which forced the United 

States of America into World 

War II. We want to recognize 

some of the men and women 

who made up this great gen-

eration who faced the difficult 

times of the Great Depression 

then fought a war that took 

place in virtually every corner 

of the globe. The Pacific 

Theater saw some of the 

greatest battles over thou-

sands of miles of ocean and 

on small islands never heard 

of before. Veterans of this 

momentous conflict in the 

Pacific are invited to join us 

for the opportunity to share 

some of their stories and for 

fellow Americans to learn and 

express our gratitude for their 

great sacrifice.  

The event was hosted by the 

WinShape Retreat is a beauti-

ful setting on the mountain 

campus of Berry College and 

their staff will assist in mak-

ing this a memorable event. . 

Capacity is limited  

WinShape Retreat have one 

king size bed and they do not 

permit guests under 18 years 

of age. All special diets can 

be accommodated if that in-

formation is provided in ad-

vance.  All guests will be is-

sued name tags upon registra-

tion which will serve as your 

ticket for lodging and meals. 

WinShape Retreat has re-

quested the Marine Corps 

League coordinate reserva-

tions and make payment for 

all guests. Therefore, we re-

quest all payments be made in 

advance and payable to the 

Marine Corps League. Can-

cellations will be available up 

to March 9 for full refund. 

Please make reservations to: 

PACIFIC WAR VETERANS 

REUNION OF HONOR       
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The basic Marine Corps 
League Uniform Cover 

‗Jake‘ Puryear Detachment 

of the Marine Corps 

League in Rome, Georgia 

For additional information 

or questions: Bruce Behner 

706-853-6300 or 706-234-

5547                               

Email: Bruce 

behner@mac.com                   

Everett Stewart 706-234-

8603 Email: 

tew2599@comcast.net    

surround visitors with 

irreplaceable artifacts 

and immerse them in the 

sights and sounds of 

Marines in action. The 

National Museum of the 

Marine Corps opened 

the doors to three new, 

major galleries on June 

5th, 2010. The opening 

of the new galleries 

brings more than 12,000 

sq.ft. of additional exhibit 

space to the Museum, 

with 250 new artifacts 

including an extensive 

and the first Marine Corps' 

aircraft 

The Museum and Gift Cen-

ter is open every day from 

0900 till 5:00pm with the 

exception of Christmas Day.  

Admission and parking are 

free.  

National Museum of the  

Marine Corps                        

18900 Jefferson Davis 

Highway, Triangle, VA 

22172 
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 The Commandant reminds 

you of our Department 

Convention on May 20, 

21,22 in Pooler, GA (just 

outside Savannah). Please 

make your reservations and 

registration, if you have not 

already done so, and forms 

may be obtained either on 

the Department website or 

the West Chatham Detach-

ment (our host) website. 

GEORGIA MARINES 

ARE LOOKING FOR 

YOU - JOIN US!  This 

years conference is being 

held in Pooler Ga. Our 

meeting hotel is the beauti-

ful Best Western Bradbury 

Suites loated at 155 Bourne 

Ave., Pooler GA 31322 

Call 912-665-2082 and 

request the Marine Corps 

League special rate of just 

$59.00 per night.           

The Pooler Detachment is 

sponsoring a day trip to 

Parris Island. The bus 

leaves the hotel at 0600 on 

Friday with stops at the 

MCRD Post Exchange 

prior to  attending a 

graduation. Cost is just 

$25.00 

Contact Dale Sanders at 

912-665-2082 for more 

information 

of  Christmas dinners to 

several families of deployed 

servicemen. Commandant 

Christian Roberts Mother, 

Dorothy Roberts, passed 

away on Feb.19th. She was 

a member of the WWII 

W.A.S.P. (Women's Air-

force Service Pilot) ferrying 

warplanes all over the 

country for the govt. She 

was 86 and had suffered a 

massive stroke in May 2010 

 

Dept.of  Georgia State Conference May 20-22, 2011 

GREATER ATLANTA DETACHMENT  #647 

MCL DEVIL DOG NEWS  

interested  in lending a help-

ing paw during the initiation 

process please contact the 

Honorable MAD DOG, 

Wayne Separate 

All candidates for advance-

ment or membership should 

view the 2011 Advancement/ 

Initiation page for instruction 

when it becomes available. 

Check the national web site 

for additional information of 

this years convention which 

will be held in Boise Idaho 

July 31st.—August 6th. 2011 

 

The 72nd.Supreme Growl 

will be held on Wednesday 

August 3rd. 2011 

PDD Registration Schedule 

will be posted when available. 

All pedigreed Devil Dogs 

must first register with the 

League for the convention 

prior to registering  for the 

Supreme Growl  Any dogs   

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE NEWS 

 Awards were given to Sr.Vice 

George Lewis, Paymaster Al 

Meade, Sgt at Arms Deane 

Gilmour, past Jr.Vice Ruben 

Scott, Dan Cavillier and MCL 

member James Marsh  and 

Travis Newberry for their con-

tinued contributions to the bet-

terment of the detachment 

through service to their detach-

ment.  Associate member 

Deane Prickett and his wife 

were issued Certificates of 

Appreciation for their Toys for 

Tots collection  and contribu-

tions and their contributions  

 

 

 

.   Members of our Detachment 

traveled south over the March 3-

6 weekend to  attend the  annual 

SE Division Conference. This 

years conference was held in 

Lake Buena Vista Fla. 

Members also attended the me-

morial service for Marine and 

radio personality Ludlow Porch 

who passed away on  Friday Feb. 

4th. after a massive stroke. He 

was 76.                                      

At our monthly Detachment 

meeting. Distinguished Service  

http://www.moddkennel.org/
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. In January, 2011 mem-
bers of the Marine Corps 
League Woodstock De-
tachment 1311 and the 
North Georgia Mountains 
Detachment honored 44 
Eagle Scouts from Chero-
kee and Pickens County at 
the Boy Scouts District 
banquet in Jasper, Geor-
gia.                                    
On January 7th, 2011, The 
Marine Corps League 
Woodstock Detachment 
honored fallen comrade 1st 
Lieutenant Scott Fleming 
during a pre-game cere-
mony at the Alumni Bas-
ketball game of Blessed 
Trinity Catholic High 
School of Roswell, his 
alma matter. 1st Lieuten-
ant  Scott Fleming, a Mari-
etta resident and 2004 
graduate of Blessed Trinity, 
was killed in action on Sep-
tember 17, 2010 while on a 
combat mission in Afghani-
stan.During the ceremony 
on held on center court 
with a Marine Corps Color 
Guard, Marine Corps 
League Commandant John 
Newport presented the 
Lieutenant's family with an 
honor certificate and Bar-
bara Whitaker, Marine 

Corps League Detachment 
Scholarship Chairperson 
and mother of an active 
duty Marine presented a 
donation to the recently 
established 1st Lieutenant 
Scott Joseph Fleming Me-
morial Endowed Scholar-
ship Fund. The money 
from the scholarship fund 
will be awarded annually to 
the student's) at Blessed 
Trinity exhibiting leadership 
in any of the pillars of 
Blessed Trinity 
(academics, athletics, fine 
arts, and spiritual faith) and 
that has a financial need.   

On January 14th , 2011 
Four Korean War Veteran 
Marines of the Marine 
Corps League Woodstock 
Detachment  were honored 
by the Warriors Watch Rid-
ers and the Woodstock 
Detachment of the Marine 
Corps League in Wood-
stock, GA. Lieutenant 
Colonel James Hammond, 
Captain Eugene Darling, 
Master Sergeant Rodney 
Beauchamp, and Gunnery 
Sergeant Robert 
McFarland, all retired 
United States Marines 
were honored in a cere-
mony at the Woodstock 
Community Center. Each 
of the men were presented 
a certificate from both the 
Marine Corps League and 
the Warriors' Watch Riders, 
as well as an honor coin 
imprinted with the military, 
police and fire logos and 
the Warriors' Watch Riders 
mission statement. Captain 
Eugene Darling and MSgt 
Rodney Beauchamp were 
both in Gulf Battery, 11th 
Marines in Korea. The 
morning of the ceremony, 
the two realized that they 

were in same unit in Korea; 
and in fact Gene had been 
looking for Rodney for a 
unit reunion. They shared 
memories with one another 
and with the members of 
the Marine Corps League. 
Gene had with him a photo 
of Rodney, taken by Gene 
in 1952 in Korea. Interest-
ingly, Rodney Beauchamp 
started his military career 
by enlisting in the Army 
National Guard at the age 
of 14. He had risen to the 
rank of Sergeant and had 
served 3 years before the 
Army realized he was un-
derage and discharged 
him. He then went on to 
enlist in the Marine Corps 
and received five Purple 
Hearts for being wounded 
in combat. After Korea, 
Gene continued his military 
career serving in Vietnam 
from 1965 to 1967 and re-
tired in 1970. Lieutenant 
Colonel James Hammond, 
(also a veteran of World 
War II), participated in the 
historic landing at Inchon 
as well as the 'Frozen 
Chosin' battle of the Chosin 
Reservoir. LtCol Hammond 
was wounded in 1951 and 
awarded his second Purple 
Heart. (His first was from 
being wounded in WWII.)  
Gunnery Sergeant Robert 
McFarland was a member 
of the Marine Fighter 
Squadron-231 as a "Flying 
Sergeant" - the only time 
enlisted military members 
were commissioned to fly 
planes and helicopters. 
Robert was assigned to 
duty aboard the aircraft 
carrier, USS Princeton and 
was with a unit in Seoul, 
South Korea.  

 

MAJ GEN WARREN R JOHNSON DET. 1311 

Humor In Uniform! 

MCL  Dept of  Georgia Detachment News  
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I appreciate all  the help 

and support I have re-

ceived on the Detach-

ment's Death No-

tices.  Don't forget that, 

if you'll let me know, I 

will be more than  happy 

to send a Get Well card 

to detachment members 

on behalf of the Depart-

ment.   

It is an honor to be your 

Department Chaplain 

and to be able to serve 

you. Let me know if 

your Detachment needs 

any more Death Notice 

forms.   

Looking forward to see-

ing all  of you at the De-

partment of Georgia 

Convention in Pooler.  

UNICOI DETACHMENT #783 

Chaplain’s Corner  Chaplain Ernie Elmore   

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE NEWS 

 Looking forward to seeing 

all  of you at the Depart-

ment of Georgia Conven-

tion in Pooler.  

I would like to meet De-

tachment Chaplains and to 

assist in any way that I 

can. 

 

Chaplain Ernie Elmore 

192 Miller Road        

Leesburg, GA 31763 

(299) 435-2283 

ernieelmore@att.net 

Mailing Address:  
P.O. Box 2055  

Blaisville,  GA 30514  

Email: wsunicoimcl@msn.com  

Phone: (706) 896-2009 

 

Meeting Date and Time:  
Third Monday of each month 

at 1900 hours (7pm) 

Meeting Address:  
VFW Post 7807 

Highway 288 (Sunnyside Rd 

mailto:ernieelmore@att.net
mailto:wsunicoimcl@msn.com
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 We had our regular meet-

ing on 14 February at the 

usual place and time. We 

had our nominations for 

the officers for the 2011 – 

20012 year. All of the pre-

sent officers were re-

nominated and all agreed 

to serve for another term. I 

thank all of the Marines 

that have served this year 

and are willing to serve for 

another term. The officers 

are: Commandant – Jim 

Sexton; Sr. Vice Comman-

dant – Johnny Griggs; Jr. 

Vice Commandant – Jim 

Hethcox; Judge Advocate – 

Graden Loveless; Chaplain 

– Dalton Hammock; Adju-

tant/Paymaster – Bernard 

Bledsoe; and Sgt. At Arms 

– George Carpenter.  

 Also, Jr. Vice Comman-

dant Jim Hethcox was se-

lected as the Detachment 

Marine of The Year. He 

has served the   Detach-

ment very well, by attend-

ing several MCL meetings, 

but most importantly he 

revived our monthly news-

letter and has done an ex-

cellent job. This is a time 

consuming task and we 

have been sharing our 

newsletter with other De-

tachments. All of the De-

tachments give him high 

praise for his work and I 

agree.                                

In February we developed 

a ―Buddy Call List‖.  We 

assigned each officer a list 

of members that they call 

before each meeting to re-

mind the member about the 

meeting and to encourage 

the member to be at the 

meeting.  We think this 

will help our attendance 

and also to help keep the 

members enrolled and ac-

tive.     

At our March meeting, we 

will install the newly 

elected officers and make 

awards to several members 

for their work for the De-

tachment this past year. 

This includes the present-

ing Jim his Marine of The 

Year award.  

National Chaplain Dalton 

Hammock and Detachment 

Adjutant/Paymaster at-

tended the Southeast Divi-

sion Convention in Orland, 

Fl.  The Detachment appre-

ciates these two excellent 

MCL members represent-

ing our Detachment at the 

convention  

Submitted by; 
Jim Sexton, Comman-
dant 
Pfc. George Eiland De-
tachment 1040 

PFC GEORGE EILAND DETACHMENT #1040 

GENERAL RAY DAVIS MOH DETACHMENT #1188 

MCL  Dept of  Georgia Detachment News  

Commandant-  Frank Bernat  

Sr.Vice   John DeGonia  

Jr. Vice:  Walt Taylor  

Judge Advocate:  John For-

tuna  

Paymaster :   Dave Gardner  

Sgt. At Arms: Harold  Esslin-

ger  

Chaplain : Tommy Gregory  

In Covington, GA at 0900 hrs. 

At our  January 8th. 2011 meet-

ing we installed a whole new 

slate of officers that were 

elected at the end of 2010. This 

took most of the meeting and 

we adjourned a short time later. 

I February we discussed plans 

for the coming year. Fund rais-

ing was a top priority. 

Dave Gardiner was presented 

with a plaque and a certificate 
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This year started out real good 

with four members sworn in 

at the February meeting. This 

brings our total membership 

to 34. 

This past Toys For Tots cam-

paign wore out a bunch of 

worn out old Marines. In the 

past we had been doing just 

Stephens county but this past 

year we took on Hart and 

Franklin counties as well. We 

also had many requests from 

Mom‘s in Elbert County that 

we also took care of.  During 

the 2009 campaign we were 

able to  serve 723 kids and we 

increased this to 1372 kids in 

the 2010 campaign. 

We found that the only Ma-

rine KIA in Vietnam from 

Toccoa was LCPL Emory 

Johnson. There is an athletic 

field here in Toccoa named 

after him. Our detachment is 

in the process of having a 

monument made and it will be 

dedicated to  him on his birth-

day, March 25, with many of 

his family and relatives pre-

sent. 

LCPL Larry Goodman, one of 

our members, is deployed into 

Afghanistan and should be 

returning stateside sometime 

in April. 

Respectfully submitted 

Don Alexander-               

Commandant                     

Currahee MT. Det #1303 

CURRAHEE MOUNTAIN DETACHMENT #1303 - 

DEVIL DOG DETACHMENT #952.(Former Ga Black Sheep) 

Commandant Jeff Covert 

for his dedicated and tire-

less leadership over the 

past two years. Jeff was 

given a Challenge Coin 

inscribed to commemorate 

his service as our Com-

mandant from 2009 – 

2011. Remember, if you 

come across Jeff anywhere 

near adult beverages you 

can throw down a chal-

lenge coin, if he is unable 

to produce one the drinks 

on him. Thanks Jeff   

 By vote, of the member-

ship on Nov 13, 2011, the 

Georgia Black Sheep De-

tachment 952, MCL de-

cided to change the name 

of the Detachment to Geor-

gia Devil Dog Detachment 

952, Marine Corps League. 

The name has officially 

been accepted by the .  

 On February 14, 2011, at 

the regularly scheduled 

meeting of the Georgia 

Devil Dog Detachment 

952, Marine Corps League, 

our 2011 Slate of Officers 

was installed and sworn in 

by Jr. Past Commandant 

Jeff Covert. The new slate 

of officers is:  

Commandant:              

Tony Tijerina  

Sr. Vice: Bob Saxon  

Jr. Vice: Lou Najfus  

Adjutant: Paul Kohout  

Paymaster: Jeff Covert  

Chaplin: Gene Lowry  

Sgt at Arms: Jerry Kline  

 

 Sincere Thanks to our 

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE NEWS 

 MCL and changed ac-

cordingly at headquarters. 

The task of changing the 

name with the State of 

Georgia was a little more 

time consuming because 

we needed to draft and 

file Amended Articles of 

Incorporation, then find 

time for us to get together 

to find a notary to offi-

cially recognize our sig-

natures.   The short of it 

is the Amended Articles 

were hand delivered to 

the Secretary of State on 

9 Feb 2011. The name 

change has been accepted 

by the State. We   are 

now the GEORGIA 

DEVIL DOG DETACH-

MENT 952, MARINE 

CORPS LEAGUE, INC. 

Officially.  

 The next steps will include, 

changing the name with the 

IRS and banks. Easy as 

climbing Mount MF a cou-

ple of times.  

(Cont.on Page 8) 
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 Awards Committee: Jeff Covert 

started an awards committee during 

his tenure and began issuing MCL 

awards earned by members of the 

Detachment. We will continue on 

with this great means of recognizing 

our members for their efforts. Jeff 

will be chairing the committee.  

Membership:                  Membership 

remains strong, as of 31 Dec 2010 we 

have 20 permanent life time mem-

bers, 14 paid members and 18 unpaid 

members. As always, each of us 

should attempt to spread the word 

about or Detachment and continue to 

bring new members to our Detach-

ment.  

Toys For Tots:                   Our De-

tachment will again be involved in 

this worthwhile endeavor this year; 

however, with a much different look. 

Last year‘s campaign was very suc-

cessful; our group outperformed all 

other groups in the country. We were 

the #1 Campaign in the country. Con-

gratulations to all. The campaign was 

tough and required many long hard 

hours of work. Some put in many 

more hours than should be required 

and we will be addressing this during 

the planning phases for this year‘s 

campaign. Many of you shared in the 

effort at the warehouse and know 

what worked and what did not work, 

we need your input to help plan. I 

would like to see everyone in the 

detachment become involved so that 

we can spread the work load around a 

little. Any ideas will be greatly ap-

preciated.  

We will be soliciting the assistance of 

other Detachments in the Atlanta 

Area this year. We need assistance 

handling our collection site box drop 

off and pickup. Drop sites are a vital 

part of the program requiring 

diligence and concentrated 

effort to ensure the boxes are 

placed and picked up in a 

timely manner.  

I would like to remind all that 

any funds and or Toys col-

lected during the holiday sea-

son using the Toys For Tots 

Logo and/or name must be 

forwarded to the Toys For 

Tots Foundation. Utilization 

and/or distribution to other 

organizations is not permitted.  

Iwo Jima Re-enactment 

Float:  Parade season is ap-

proaching and we will need to 

do some work to the float to 

get it ready. I have been in 

contact with friends from 

Manchester, GA who have 

offered to obtain materials 

and man power to update the 

float. They will be contacting 

us soon so that we can take 

the float to them for the new 

look. We have once again 

been invited to the July 4, 

2011 National Parade in 

Washington, DC. We have 

accepted and are planning to 

attend. Plans are being made 

and will be published soon. 

My hope is that all of us go to 

DC to share in the experience, 

whether on the float or not. 

Currently we are thinking 

July 1 to 4. We may have a 

new Float Chair; I am hoping 

to hear soon. Our float could 

use Sponsors to help us with 

expenses. If you own a busi-

ness or know someone who 

might consider being a spon-

sor let us know. Sponsors 

donating $300.00 or more will 

have a sign made which will be 

displayed on the pull vehicle at 

each parade. We have two com-

panies who warrant signs Delta 

Packing, Inc who helped pur-

chase the float and Magik 

Cleaners who cleans our uni-

forms. The following is a tenta-

tive schedule for this year, if 

you can participate on the float 

during any of these dates please 

let us know.  

Dacula Memorial Day May 30 

July 4th Parade                        

Suwanee Days Sept.17th        

Duluth Fall  Fest.Sept.24th  

Sugar Hill Fall Fest. Oct.22 

Atlanta Vets Parade Nov.12th.                         

Manchester Vets Nov.11-12                         

Lilburn Christmas Dec..3       

If there are any parades you 

know of that would be a good fit 

do not hesitate to let us know.  

On February 24, 2011, I for-

mally submitted a Request to 

Commandant Stollenwerck re-

questing that the Department 

become an annual sponsor of 

our float. Further I requested 

that he forward the request up 

the Chain of Command to Divi-

sion and National. The Float 

represents all members of the 

Marine Corps League when it is 

in public view. We are awaiting 

acknowledgement.  

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Tony Tijerina                      

Commandant  

 

DEVIL DOG DETACHMENT #952.(Cont from pg.7) 

MCL  Dept of  Georgia Detachment News  
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A bill to rename the Department of the Navy is quickly catching on in the Senate, but faces staunch opposition from Armed 

Services Committee leaders. 

Senator Roberts Calls on Senate to Support Nation’s Marines  
and Redesignate the Department of the Navy as the Department of the Navy and Marine Corps 

WASHINGTON, DC – U.S. Senator Pat Roberts, a former Marine, today urged colleagues to recognize the service and sac-

rifice of the Marine Corps by redesignating the Department of the Navy as the Department of the Navy and the Marine 

Corps. 

―By adding three words, we can credit the Marine Corps as a full service,‖ Senator Roberts said. ―We can publicly acknowl-

edge that the Secretary of the Navy is also the head of the Marine Corps. We can acknowledge the Corps is on an equal foot-

ing with other services. And we can do this at a time when we are asking all of our servicemen and women to make great 

sacrifices for our country.‖ 

Roberts‘ bill, S 504, will redesignate the Department of the Navy as the Department of the Navy and Marine Corps. It does 

not move funds, change promotions or take away mission or jurisdiction. Rather, it corrects a long standing disparity by 

which the Marine Corps falls under the Department of the Navy by simply adding ―and Marine Corps‖ to the title of the ser-

vice. The Department of the Navy would become the Department of the Navy and Marine Corps and the Secretary would 

become the Secretary of the Navy and Marine Corps. 

―This legislation does not detract from the tremendous commitment and dedication of our U.S. Navy personnel or any other 

service,‖ Roberts said. 

Recently, the companion bill to S. 504, introduced and championed by U.S. Representative Walter Jones (R-NC), passed the 

House of Representatives as a stand alone measure. On May 4th the House made history when it unanimously passed H.R. 

24 with a new record of 426 co-sponsors. 

Today there are more than 200,000 men and women serving in the United States Marine Corps. During the war on terror, 

1,200 Marines have lost their lives in service to the nation. In Iraq and Afghanistan alone, more than 10,000 have suffered 

injuries. Currently,  Marines are playing a central role in the surge in places like Marja and Kandahar. 

―It is not possible to overstate the service and sacrifice of any man or women who wears or has worn the Marine Corps uni-

form, whether in Iwo Jima 65 years ago or today. The Corps has been ―first to fight for right and freedom‖ for 234 years.  

The many supporters of this legislation include former Director of Central Intelligence Admiral Stansfield Turner, former 

Secretary of the Navy Lawrence Garrett, The Marine Corps League, MarineParents.com, former Marine Corps Comman-

dants Alfred M. Gray, Carl Mundy, and Charles Krulak, General Anthony Zinni, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, and The 

Fleet Reserve Association. 

NATIONAL COMMANDMENTS MESSAGE 
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MARIETTA JULY 4TH. PARADE PARTICIPATION 

General Information-MARIETTA CITY PARADE 

The Marietta Let Freedom Ring Parade is part of the Fourth in the Park Festival, which is held annually.  This traditional, 

old fashioned, non-violent day of family fun is centered on the July 4th celebration, and includes arts and crafts, entertain-

ment, food concessions, carnival games, evening concert and fireworks.  The 1-½ mile parade begins at the Roswell Street 

Baptist Church, travels west on Roswell Street, north on East Park Square and Cherokee Street, and ends at North Marietta 

Parkway. 

Any individual, organization, group, business or other entity that desires to participate in the parade must submit an applica-

tion.  All forms must be completed in their entirety and received by The Freedom Parade Committee prior to the dead-

line.  An applicant is not accepted into the parade until written confirmation is received from The Parade Committee.  The 

Parade Committee will consist of the Parade Coordinator, Recreation Services Manager, Recreation Supervisor and a repre-

sentative of the Economic Development Office.  Approval or denial will be mailed to the applicant no more than 14 days 

from receipt of the application.  All applicants will be notified no later than June 6. 

The Parade Committee for the City of Marietta will evaluate every parade entry to determine if it is appropriate for the pa-

rade. The Committee reserves the right to reject any entry (at any time prior to assembly, at assembly, or during the parade) 

it deems inappropriate. Upon acceptance, any and all entries must agree to abide by the rules and regulations set forth by 

MARIETTA CITY COUNCIL.  Parade marshals will be stationed along the route to review and enforce said rules.  Imme-

diate action will be taken to correct any rule violations.  Corrective action may include dismissal from the parade. 

Application Deadline: 5:00 PM, May 27, 2011 

************************************************************************************************* 

        DEPT. OF GEORGIA QUARTERLY STAFF MEETING 

DATE: SATURDAY MARCH 19TH. 2011 

TIME: 10:00AM TILL 1:00PM 

LOCATION: MCDONOUGH DETACHMENT 

                       HERITAGE PARK RECREATION CENTER 

                      99 LAKE DOW ROAD 

                       MCDONOUGH GA 30235 

ALL MCL COMMANDANTS ARE REQUESTED TO ATTEND. 

MEETING IS OPEN TO  ALL MCL DEPT.OF GA MEMBERS 
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 Our Patriotism Program 

has continued to roll with 

another donation of 21 

American Flags, of various 

sizes from the Woodmen of 

the Insurance Company to 

the Program. We will also 

be performing a Flag Fold-

ing Ceremony for the Lee 

County Boy Scout Troop.  

I hope you all are aware 

that, due  

 to the continuing resolu-

tion to keep the Govern-

ment operating, the Battle 

Color Ceremony will be 

held aboard MCLB Albany 

this month. This is always 

an entertaining ceremony 

to see. The Drum and Bu-

gle Corps always has a 

great music selection to 

play and the Silent Drill is 

always a treat to watch. 

General Kessler has ap-

proved "reserved" seating 

for Marine Corps League 

members. Please remem-

ber to wear your Red 

Cover if you are attending 

 There is a Department 

Staff meeting and a Military 

Order of the Devil Dogs 

Growl of Pounds 317 and 

350 this month as well. The 

Staff meetings are always 

interesting and informative 

to attend and the Growls 

are always a fun event. If 

you are interested in be-

coming a member of the 

Military Order of the Devil 

Dogs please contact Ron 

Kirstatter, Ernie Elmore or 

myself. We would be glad 

to advise you on how you 

can join our ranks.  

 As the weather starts to 

warm up we should be get-

ting out and recruiting new 

members and touching 

base with those that have 

fallen to the delinquent list. 

That reminds me, for those 

who have dues that are 

due in March, please sub-

mit them to Paymaster Bob 

Adams ASAP. Don't wait 

until our monthly meeting 

or your dues won't make it 

to National Headquarters in 

time.  

 Remember to wear green 

on St. Patrick's Day (March 

17). Marine Corps green is 

the best. Try to get some 

good corned beef and cab-

bage and wash it down 

with some green beer!  

Semper Fi  

Tom Newton               

Commandant 

Major Lawrence DesJardines Detachment #1260  

MCL  Dept of  Georgia Detachment News  

Maj Lawrence DesJardines 
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Our detachment meets the 

second Saturday of each 

month at 9:30,at the Rome 

Floyd County Library, River-

side Parkway.   Elected offi-

cers are:   Comman-

dant….Vern Miller, Sr. 

Vice…..Bruce Behner, Jr. 

Vice…James Rassier, Judge 

Advocate….Zack Karakos.  

We have 130 members and  

90 life members only 6 are 

delinquent.  We have been 

very active with the Fallen 

Marine program and we have 

an average of 2 visitations this 

quarter.   Our 2nd year of do-

ing Toys for Tots went very 

well.  We did Rome in Floyd 

County, Cartersville in Bar-

tow County and Cedartown in 

Polk County.  We also had 

one of our members do 

Cherokee County in Ala-

bama .  We had 47 members 

and guest at our January in-

stallation of officers and 

awards breakfast at Ryan's 

Steak House.  Two new mem-

bers were also sworn in:  

Mark Peck and Cathy 

Herrera.  Cathy has taken 

over the position of Adjutant, 

relieving our long standing 

adjutant Ron Johnson.  The 

―Associate of the Year‖ 

award went to Richard 

Goodson, who was a big help 

to our ―Marine of the Year ―, 

Royce Coker, who ran the 

Toys for Tots program in Bar-

tow County.  Royce with the 

help from Jack Ballard are 

still shipping boxes to Ma-

rines in Harms Way in Af-

ghanistan.  We lost our oldest 

associate member in Febru-

ary, Winston Kilgo, Army Air 

Corps, he flew P-61‘s out of 

Iwo Jima.  We had 37 of our 

members  present at his fu-

neral…he will be missed.  

The Jake Puryear Detachment 

is going to host the Pacific 

War Reunion of Honor for 

Marine and Navy Veterans, 

March 13, 14 and 15. The 

event will be held at the Win-

shape Retreat Center on the 

campus of Berry College, 

Rome, Georgia and Bruce 

Behner is in charge.         

Semper Fi,                        

Vern Miller  Commandant  

JAKE PURYEAR DET. #1020 

Savannah Det. #564 

local Elementary school 

and we added three mem-

bers to our ranks. I guess 

you could say, with a great 

deal of certainty, that we 

are off and running. 

As we prepare for the elec-

tion of officers, we are 

looking forward to keeping 

our commitment to serving 

Marines, their families, 

widows and orphans. There 

are a variety of activities 

on tap for the next quarter. 

Chief among them is, wel-

coming the remaining war-

riors home in April and 

expressing gratitude to our 

community for the, quiet, 

manner in which they have 

supported our efforts.       

 

LOOK FOR US IN THE 

HEADLINES. 

Semper Fi 

Ben Stewart                   

Savannah Detachment 

. 

The first quarter of the year 

has set the tone for the re-

mainder of the year. We 

have been vigorously en-

gaged in an array of activi-

ties each month of the 

quarter.  

We provided a color guard 

for a funeral detail, assisted 

a USMCR Marine with 

obtaining medical attention 

for injury sustained while 

on ACDUTRA, Provided 

refreshments for the fami-

lies of and for Marines re-

turning from deployment, 

conducted a fund raiser in 

support of  the birthday 

ball,  and Participated in 

Read Across America at a 

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE NEWS 
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The LtCol Jimmie Dyess 

Detachment attended the 

Toys for Tots Awards 

Luncheon where the De-

tachment and many of our 

members were recognized 

for the support pro-

vided.  They awards in-

cluded Glenn Sewell (60 

Hours volunteered) and Art 

McNitt (52 Hours volun-

teered).  The Toys for Tots 

program raised more than 

$60,000 in cash donations, 

over 3,700 toys collected 

and more the 4,300 chil-

dren had a brighter Christ-

mas. 

 The Detachment also 

kicked off its 2011 fund 

raising efforts and raised 

over $800 in donations at a 

stand-up held at one of the 

local Wal-Marts. 

 We will hold our elections 

during our April meeting. 

  

Semper Fi, 

 Don Murray 

Commandant 

LtCol Jimmie Dyess 

MCL Detachment 921 

football for UGA 1946-

48, and also played 

handball with the great 

Ted Williams when both 

were stationed in Hawaii 

after the surrender of Ja-

pan. 

Our meetings are the 

third Monday of each 

Month at Buffalo‘s 

Southwest Café, Alps Rd 

Shopping Center.  Din-

ner at 1800 and the 

meeting starts at 1900. 

Det 1083 applied and 

was appointed the Toys 

for Tots Organization for 

our area.  This was nec-

essary with the pullout of 

the Marine Detachment 

at the Navy School.  We 

collected 18,718 toys , 

distributed the toys to 

5,091 children, collected 

$30,340.00, and have 

7,521 toys stored for 

next year.   

We lost a WWII Marine, 

Jack Bush, who played 

Lt.Col Jimmie Dyess Det.921 

JOSEPH SCHMITTOU DET. 1083 

MCL  Dept of  Georgia Detachment News  
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Geneva Diamond-Greater Atlanta Det. Earns Toys 4 Tots Award 

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE NEWS 

Geneva Diamond, a 15 year 

Crawford employee, a Ma-

rine, and a member of the 

Greater Atlanta Detachment 

of the Marine Corps League, 

has been collecting Toys for 

Tots for 10 years.  This year 

while in process of collecting 

her toys, she was honored to 

be presented with a gift from 

one of her collection sites, 

Jack‘s Bar and Grill in Stone 

Mountain.  The owner, Jack 

Mooney, and a Marine friend, 

John Johnson, presented her  

with a handmade  Dedication 

Desk and Pen set (pictured) 
to honor her years of faithful 

dedication to the Marine 
Corps Reserve’s Toys for 

Tots campaign.  

 The dedication plate reads 

as follows:  

In Appreciation to  

Geneva Diamond  

U.S. Marine Corps League  

Toys for Tots 

Geneva has been author-

ized to sell these beautiful 

Dedication Desk sets to 

raise money for the Toys for 

Tots campaign.  These 

desk sets are available for 

all branches of the military. 

They can be purchased for 

only $75.00 ($64.00 for the 

Dedication Desk set with 

$11.00 of the proceeds go-

ing to Toys for Tots).   

   

UPPER CHATTAHOOCHEE DET. #665 

It appears that most Detachments 

had a very successful ―Toys for 

Tots‖ campaign and Upper Chatta-

hoochee # 665 is no exception. Due 

primarily to the tireless efforts of 

Chairman and Jr. Past Commandant 

Wally Calderon and his lovely wife 

Sandy, the Detachment assumed 

control of the Toys for Tots program 

in Hall and portions of adjacent 

counties and far exceeded collection 

and distribution numbers of previ-

ous years. Our members worked 

through snow and ice storms to 

gather toys donated at collection 

points  by the generous citizens and 

businesses of Hall, White, Dawson, 

Banks and Jackson Counties. The 

Hall County Schools and the Salva-

tion Army were invaluable to our 

success and deserve special thanks 

.A local businessman and 

longtime supporter of Vet-

erans causes, who prefers 

anonymity, donated ware-

house space that was cru-

cial to staging, sorting, and 

distribution. Many resi-

dents answered our call for 

volunteers and one of them 

became our newest  As-

sociate Member at our 

January meeting. Wel-

come Aboard Louis 

Sanchas! We continue to 

honor local Marines by 

attending funerals and 

presenting Certificates of 

Appreciation and pewter 

Eagle Globe & Anchor 

Medallions to their sur-

vivors 

. Thankfully, our Honor 

Detail was not as busy 

this quarter as it was in 

previous quarters. Chap-

lain Gerald Blaney car-

ries the ball for this most 

sacred mission. We de-

termined that our most 

productive recruiting 

tool is to put our mem-

bers in public view, and 

to that end, Junior Vice 

Commandant Barry Bar-

rett led a committee to 

select and purchase a 20 

ft. (Marine Corps Red) 

trailer to double as a bill-

board and conveyance in 

the various parades we 

participate in  

Rumor has it that Toys for 

Tots will probably get some 

use out of it also. We bought 

locally and delivery date is 

mid- April. To accompany 

the trailer, Sgt. at Arms 

Rudy Guerrero is ―cracking 

the whip‖ on a bunch of rag-

tag over the hill (in body but 

not in spirit) Marines and 

shaping us into a finely 

tuned, mean, lean marching 

machine. We plan to be a 

sharply dressed, well re-

hearsed Color Guard for 

Memorial Day. 

Semper Fi     

Emilio :Cookie‖ Salinas 

Commandant 

 

These are great gift giv-

ing ideas for anyone who 

has served our great 

country in any branch of 

the military.    

For more information 

please contact Geneva 

Diamond at (678) 691-

6558, e-mail address 

ngdiam@comcast.net or 

John Johnson at ad-

dress  jejohn-

son100@comcast.net 

mailto:ngdiam@comcast.net
mailto:jejohnson100@comcast.net
mailto:jejohnson100@comcast.net
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DETACHMENT MEETING INFORMATION 

DETACHMENT NEWS: -  DALTON GA DET. #1309         
Meets: Contact Kelly Johnson 706-272-2355 
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: MIDDLE GA DET. # 970       
Meets: 1st Tuesday of month at 1900 hrs  
American legion Post #3, 5530 Thomaston Rd., Macon Ga.  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: SAVANNAH DET.#564     
Meets: 3rd. Thursday of month at 1900 hrs.  
Marine Reserve Bld, Hunter Field, Savannah Ga.  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: SGTMAJ LOUIS ROUNDTREE DET, 1048     
Meets: 4th. Saturday of month at 1600 hrs  
American Legion Post #51,1641 Washington St., East Point Gab  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS:  CLYDE THOMPSON DET. #1325     
Meets: First Wednesday of every month 
The Gathering Place, 203  Macintosh Trail, Peachtree City Gab  
websergeant@mcl1325.net 
 
DETACHMENT NEWS:MAJ.GEN WARREN R. JOHNSON DET.          
Meets: 3rd.Sat of month at 0930     
Right Wing Tavern, 251 East Main St.,Woodstock GA 
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: CURRAHEE DETACHMENT #1303     
Meets 1st Thursday of each month at 1800 hrs  
Toccoa Police Training Center, Alewine Drive  
Alexander.don21@gmail.com 
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: GLYNCO DETACHMENT #716              
Meets last Monday of each month at 1900 hrs  
Strike Zone, 380 Millennium Blvd., Brunswick GA 
tito6@comcast.net   
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: N. GEORGIA MTN. DET. # 1280               
Meets 3rd.Sat of the month at 0800 hrs  
Annie’s, 1995 Talking Rock Highway, Jasper GA  

Contact: usmc1280@gmail.com 

 

WAYCROSS DETACHMENT #1333 
Meets 3rd.Thursday of every month 
Shoney’s on Memorial Drive,Waycross GA 31503  
Contact:  
       
MCDONOUGH DETACHMENT # 1339 
Meets 3rd.Monday of every month at 1830 hrs 
Heritage Park Recreation Center, 99 Lake Dow Rd. McDonough GA 30235  
Contact: mcdonoughmarines@gmail.com 

mailto:tito6@comcast.net
mailto:usmc1280@gmail.com
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MCL  Dept of  Georgia Detachment News  

        Continental Marines 

Marines storming Fort 

Montagu, New Provi-

dence Island  

DETACHMENT NEWS: LT.COL JIMMIE DYESS DET.#921                
Meets: Last Tuesday of month at 1900 hrs  
American Legion Post # 205,2102 Highland Ave. Augusta Ga.  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: GREATER ATLANTA #647                                     
Meets: 1st. Saturday of month at 1100 hrs  
Delkwood Grill, 2769 Delk Road, Marietta GA 
marine64@comcast.net 
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: UPPER CHATTAHOOCHEE DET #665               
Meets: 1st Sat. of month 10:30 hrs  
Ryan’s Family Steak House,  
2415 Brown’s Bridge Rd. Gainesville Ga.  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: AUBREY GILBERT DET.1312             

Meets 3rd Sat. of month 1000 hrs 
VFW POST 7804, 1625 Bankhead Hwy, Carrollton, Ga.  
cap 
DETACHMENT NEWS: JAKE PURYEAR DET.1020     
Meets: 2nd Sat of month at 0930 
Location: TBA 
 
DETACHMENT NEWS:JOSEPH SCHMITTOU DET.1083     
Meets: 3rd Monday of month at 1900 hrs  
Buffalo’s Café, Alps Road & Baxter Street, Athens GA.  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: WEST CHATHAM DET. #1326               
Meets: 3rd. Mon of month 
Randy Guitars,1304 East Hwy.80,Bloomingdale Gab 
 
DETACHMENT NEWS:PFC GEORGE EILAND DET. # 1040               
Meets: 2nd. Mon of month at 1900 hrs  
Troop City Senior Center,140 Ragland St., LaGrange Gab  
Contact:  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: KINGS BAY DET. #1229      
Meets: 2nd.Tues of month at 1900 hrs  
VFW POST 8385, 150 N.Camden Woods Pkwy., Kingsland Gab  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: MAJ, DESJARDINES DET.1260             
Meets:3rd.Tues of month at 1830 hrs  
River Pointe Golf Course,801 River Pointe Dr., Albany GA 
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: MAJ STEPHEN PLESS DET. #1196   
Meets: 3rd. Tuesday of month at 1900 hrs  
1st. Assembly of God, 2000 W Macintosh Rd., Griffin Gab  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: GEN. RAYMOND DAVIS (MOH) DET. #1188                               
  
Meets 2nd Sat of the month at 0900 hrs  
Lil Red Schoolhouse, 3184 Newton Drive, Covington GA 
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: UNICOI DET.#783      
Meets:3rd.Monday of month 
American Legion Post 7807,Hwy. 278, Hiwassee Ga.  
                                        
 DETACHMENT NEWS: DEVIL DOG DET.952          
Meets: 3rd. Sunday of each month 1300 hrs  
American legion Post 251, 2760 Duluth Highway, Duluth Ga.  



17  

 

 March 1, 1952 - Marine 

Corps Logistics Base acti-

vated as Marine Corps De-

pot of Supplies, Albany, 

GA  

March 6, 1932 - Marine 

Band leader, John Philip 

Sousa died at age 79 in 

Reading, PA.  

March 17, 1918 - The 5th 

Marine Regiment was the 

first Marine Unit to move 

into WW1 front line 

trenches.  

March 19, 1928 - Marine 

planes bombed a bandit 

group at Nueva Segovia, 

Nicaragua. This was the 

first use of close air sup-

port.  

March 20, 2003 - 1730Z 1 

MEF launched the 

"Opening Gambit" phase of 

Operation Iraqi Freedom 9 

1/2 hours than earlier 

planned with RCT-5 attack-

ing in the Ar Rumaylah oil-

fields on the road to Bagh-

dad.  

March 25, 1863 - Marines 

with Farragut's squadron 

engaged Confederates at 

the Battle of Vicksburg in 

Mississippi.  

March 28, 1953 - The 1st 

Marine Division defeated 

Communist Chinese in the 

Battle for "Vegas" Hill in 

Korea.  

March 31, 1801 - LtCol 

W.W. Burrows, 2nd CMC 

and Pres. Thomas Jeffer-

son selected the site of 

Marine Barracks, 8th and I, 

Washington DC.  

Submitted by the Lawrence 

DesJardines Detachment 

MARINE CORPS HISTORY-THIS MONTH 

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE NEWS 

 

MCL members of the Major Lawrence DesJardines Detachment meet ever Wednesday  to 

swap lies and war stories at  Roosters Restaurant in Albany Ga. 
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MARINE CORPS LEAGUE-VETERANS INFORMATION  March 2011 

Local Veteran Ambushed with Honor Ceremony 

The Warriors’ Watch Riders in conjunction with the Woodstock Detachment of the Ma-
rine Corps League and the City of Woodstock honored Marine Corps veteran John 
Newport in a surprise ceremony on Saturday, February 19th in the Woodstock Commu-
nity Center.  
 
Newport, currently Commandant of the Woodstock Detachment of the Marine Corps 
League was the target of a month long secret ambush plan that included his family and 
friends, members of the Marine Corps League, members of the Woodstock American 
Legion Post, the City of Woodstock, and Representative Tom Price. 
 
“John is a natural born leader, and an asset to this community,” stated Bud Leonard, 
Woodstock City Council member and retired Army First Sergeant.  “We appreciate his 
dedication to the veterans of the City of Woodstock and the surrounding communities.”  
Leonard, representing the City of Woodstock, presented a proclamation to recognize 
Newport for his “caring heart, exemplary leadership, and dedication to his community 
and his Country.” 
 
Warriors’ Watch Riders member Craig “Doc” McNabb presented Commandant New-
port with a letter of congratulations from Representative Tom Price. “I believe I echo the 
sentiments of the citizens of the Sixth Congressional District of Georgia by expressing 
how grateful we are for your twenty years of active service to our nation.  Our veterans 
are truly one of our most prized assets,” states the letter.  
 
Warriors’ Watch Riders members and Marine Corps League members also honored 
Commandant Newport with honor coins from their organizations as well as a Good Citi-
zen Award from the Marine Corps League. 
 
“Our nations hero's live in our local community,”  states Al Minella, Georgia State Coor-
dinator for the Warriors’ Watch Riders.  “We want to know who they are and be sure 
that they are honored and recognized just as we have for John.  The vision of our or-
ganization is that one day all of our nations veterans and their families; past and pre-
sent, will feel appreciated, honored, respected and loved by the citizens they risk their 
lives to protect.”  
 
For information on the Warriors’ Watch Riders or to request an honor ceremony, please 
contact Al (Hippie) Minella at wwrhippie@att.net or visit their website at 
www.warriorswatch.org.  For more information on the Marine Corps League, visit their 
website at:  www.mclwoodstock.com. 

mailto:wwrhippie@att.net
http://www.warriorswatch.org/
http://www.mclwoodstock.com/
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Dept.of  Georgia Staff  Meeting Minutes– December 2010  
 

The following are the minutes of the Department of Georgia, Marine Corps League Quarterly Business meeting, held on December 

4, 2010 at American Legion Post 3 in Macon, Georgia. 

Meeting was called to order at 11:00AM. Colors were posted and the Chaplain led us in an opening prayer. 

SPECIAL GUESTS:                                                                              

The Commandant recognized Marine James Pack a former Montford Point Marine and Past Department Commandant for the state of 

Michigan. 

ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: All elected and appointed officers were present and or accounted for. 

ROLL CALL OF DETACHMENTS:            

Eleven (11) Detachments were present. Absent were: Glynco, General Ray Davis, Dalton, Georgia Devil Dogs, Sergeant Major 

Louis Roundtree, Upper Chattahoochee, Unicoi, Kings Bay, Greater Atlanta, Clyde Thomason, Savannah, Currahee Mountain, Way-

cross and Warren Johnson. 

MINUTES:                 

Commandant Stollenwerck advised that two corrections should be made to the minutes of the August 28, 2010 business meeting. 

These two items were noted and the corrections were made. A motion was then made by Bernard Bledsoe that the minutes as 

amended and corrected should be accepted. This motion was seconded by Michael Clark and the motion passed. 

CORRESPONDENCE:                   

The following correspondence was received from National. (1) Regarding unauthorized solicitations. ―The Veterans Disabled for 

Life Memorial Foundation‖ is seeking funds to establish a site in Washington, D. C. This is an unauthorized fund, permission was 

not granted. If you receive anything in the mail requesting funds and you don‘t know anything about them please check them out. (2) 

General James E. Amos is now the new Commandant of the United States Marine Corps. (3) We acting as a member of the Marine 

Corps League cannot support any political candidate. We can do so as an individual. (4) ―Chain of Officer Reporting‖. If you have 

any questions about MCL policy or need to obtain any forms pertaining to the League, please use the proper chain of command De-

tachment, Department, Division and National. (5) Do not use ―Executive Apparel of N.Y.‖ to obtain your white MCL shirts. They 

are a former vendor of the MCL and they are using our mailing lists without permission. (6)‖Tree of Lights‖ is a project of the MCL 

Youth Foundation which is soliciting funds to support the Young Marines on a national level. After discussing the matter, Dalton 

Hammock made a motion that the Department of Georgia should make a contribution in the amount of $1000.00 to the Youth Foun-

dation for use by the Young Marines. This motion was seconded by Jim Hethcox and the motion passed. (7) ―National Web Site 

Presence‖. Each Detachment in the Department of Georgia should have a web site and a web Sgt. and work with the Department of 

Georgia Web Sgt. Ron Kirstatter to make sure you have your Detachment on line along with your Detachment officers. (8) There is 

an urgent appeal for prayer for the 3rd Battalion 5th Marines who are currently in Afghanistan, and have lost nine Marines in the last 

few weeks.                                                                                                                                                                                              

REPORT OF PAYMASTER:                  
The balance on August 28, 2010 was $17,256.32. We had debits of $3747.52 and credits of $2142.50 leaving us with an ending bal-

ance of $15,651.30 as of December 4, 2010. The question was asked as to why our bank charged us with a $7.50 bank fee and the 

paymaster advised that he would find out by the time of our next meeting. Michael Clark made a motion that we accept the report as 

given pending the resolution of the $7.50 bank fee. The motion was seconded by Bernard Bledsoe and the motion passed. 

                                 

REPORT OF MEMBERS OR MEMBERS FAMILIES SICK OR IN DISTRESS:         
Lamar Scott of the McDonough Detachment lost his mother and mother-in-law and Vernon Smith lost his daughter. Charles Waller 

of LaGrange lost his mother-in-law. C.C. Hinton of Griffin just had colon cancer surgery and his wife who had cancer for the past 

several years has been taken of chemotherapy. Heb Bradley of Carrollton is doing better, but his wife has just been diagnosed with 

cancer and Michael Clark from Macon had just lost his mother. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES:                  
Mike English from the West Chatham Detachment reported on the 20th Annual State Convention which is to be held in Pooler, Geor-

gia from May 20-22, 2011. The hotel will be the Bradbury Suites at a rate of $59.00 per night. The banquet will be held at the 8 th Air 

Force Museum at a cost of $35.00 per person. Early registration is $6.00 per person before April 1, 2011 and $8.00 after. A Parris 

Island trip is being planned for early Friday morning at a cost of $25.00 and is limited to the first 50 who register. If you plan on go-

ing to PI you can check into the hotel on Thursday for the same rate. A trip is also being planned to tour downtown Savannah at a 

cost of $25.00. To obtain your registration forms you can go on line to either the West Chatham Detachment or the Department of 

Georgia. 
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Dept.of Georgia Staff Meeting Minutes– December 2010 (Cont) 

CHAPLAIN’S REPORT:           
     Since his last report in September the Department of Georgia has lost five (5) more Marines. This brings the total to 13 

members passed on for the year. He advised that he would encourage all Detachment chaplain‘s to read the Chaplain‘s Corner in the 

Department New Letter. Commandants remember to have your Chaplain‘s submit their Death Notices to him as soon as a member 

passes.                            

JUDGE ADVOCATE:                                                                                                                                                                           

The amendments for the Department by-laws have been incorporated and submitted via e-mail to the National Judge Advocate in 

October and a hard copy was sent on November 12th. The amendments are approved, but he still needs to have the Certification sheet 

signed. Hard copies will be sent to all Detachment Commandants and Judge Advocates plus they will be posted on the Department 

web page in the ADOBE format. 

There are now 12 Detachments with approved by-laws or statements indicating that their Detachment will fall under the Department 

and National by-laws. Two Detachments are in the process of getting their membership to approve by-laws. With approval of the 

pending by-laws, the Department will have 56% of its Detachments with approved by-laws. If you want training at this year‘s state 

convention held in Pooler, Georgia pertaining to the duties of the Judge Advocate, please let him know and he will provide the train-

ing. He further advised that he has a template for Detachment by-laws that is about 12 pages long. He will provide this to any Com-

mandant who is interested along with an Approval/Acceptance page upon e-mail request from any Detachment Commandant or 

Judge Advocate. His e-mail address is newt1644@live.com and his telephone # is (229- 446-2209). 

SR. VICE:                      
He advised that one of the main problems the MCL is having nationwide is the retention of its members. Currently the Department of 

Georgia has a 17.8% delinquency rate. He suggested that each Detachment should turn this job over to the Detachment Paymaster, 

because they are the one the quarterly membership lists are sent to. If each Paymaster would look and see whose membership is 

about to expire and then notify that member ahead of time, maybe their name would never appear on the delinquent list. 

CHIEF OF STAFF:                    
Try and get your delinquent members current before the end of December 2010, because that is when the next membership list will 

be compiled and mailed out by national. If each Detachment can get their delinquent members current it would go along way in get-

ting the ―Grits Bowl‖ back from the Department of Alabama. Remember, the proceeds National gets from mailing out labels, cards 

and other items go to a good cause. Start now and try to get as many of your Detachment members to attend next years State conven-

tion in Pooler, Georgia and hosted by the West Chatham Detachment. All Commandants should have their own code, which will 

allow them access to the locator page and when they step down, this code should be passed on to the next Commandant. 

COMMANDANT:                                                                                                                                                                                 

The Department continues to be represented at the Georgia Department of Veterans Services and the Atlanta VA Advisory Board 

meetings and participating in activities as appropriate. Commandants, read your by-laws and follow them. National continues to 

stress the retention of our membership. Attended Governor Purdue‘s Proclamation Signing Ceremony at the State Capitol and at-

tended the Veterans Day Parade and Banquet in Atlanta. The parade honored Marines this year and had as the Grand Marshall and 

Banquet speaker R. Lee ―Gunny‖ Ermey. The Young Marines from Atlanta also participated in the parade. The former Black sheep 

Detachment had a name change and is now known as the Georgia Devil Dogs Detachment #952 and are still located in Duluth. 

OLD/UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None  

 NEW BUSINESS:                   

The Commandant advised that he is looking to establishing three (3) Districts in the Department of Georgia. A Northern, Middle and 

Southern. He is looking for three volunteers who would be known as District Vice-Commandants, whose job would be as a liaison 

and resource person for the Detachments to work with. These Marines would provide guidance and leadership and report directly to 

the Department Commandant and take appropriate action where/when needed. If interested in one of these positions please see Com-

mandant Stollenwerck. 

 

mailto:newt1644@live.com
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Dept.of Georgia Staff Meeting Minutes– December 2010 (Cont) 

GOOD OF THE LEAGUE:                                                                                                                                                                    

For those who were not aware, there is a 3rd Battalion 5th Marine reunion every year.If interested, see Herb Bradley after the meeting. 

The Joseph Schmittou Detachment in Athens, Georgia took the lead role in helping a young soon to be Marine ―poolee‖ with the 

burial expenses for his father Rodney Lawrence who had passed away. Ten (10) members of the Schmittou Detachment plan on go-

ing to this Marines graduation in January. 

The McDonough Detachment advised that there is a young man named Cole Haney in Conyers, Georgia who was planning on go-

ing in the Marine Corps, who has just been diagnosed with cancer. The request was that we keep him in our prayers. 

Dalton Hammock advised the MCL National Mid Winter Conference will be held in Virginia this coming February 10-13, 2011 

and this will be the first time he will be acting in his capacity as Chaplain for the National Marine Corps league. 

The Jimmie Dyess Detachment advised  that GySgt A.C. Young who is a member of the Young Marines in their area was just re-

cently promoted to Master Sergeant and that their Detachment had a very successful Toys for Tots drive for the year. 

The Aubrey Gilbert Detachment advised that their Young Marine Program has just graduated their first Platoon. 

The Commandant advised that our next quarterly business meeting will be held in McDonough, Georgia on March 19, 2011. De-

tails as to time and place will be posted. 

The McDonough Detachment advised that their newest member is Marine Don Whitton aka Sgt. Grit. 

The Chaplain then read the names of four of our recently deceased members since our last meeting. After the closing prayer and the 

retiring of colors the business portion of the meeting ended at 12:44PM.  

Respectfully submitted 

Everett A. Stewart Adjutant,                    

Department of Georgia 
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The West Chatham Detachment is working hard on planning a great 2011 
Department of Georgia Convention.   Please share this info with all mem-
bers of your detachment.    

  Outside of the business agenda, the convention will feature two fantastic 
tours you will not want to miss.    

 1)    On the Friday morning of the convention, you will ride in comfort on a 
fully equipped tour bus to beautiful Parris Island, SC.   We will observe 
morning colors ceremony, attend recruit graduation, tour the island, enjoy 
noon chow and make a PX call before heading back.    Register early for 
this one as space is limited on the bus.    See attached brochure regarding 
this tour.              

 2)    On Saturday afternoon prior to the banquet, the Mighty 8th Air 
Force Museum located next door to the hotel will be open for tours.   This is 
a world class facility that features a number of exciting exhibits.  Most nota-
bly is a fully intact B-17 in process of restoration.     For more info click 
here: http://www.mightyeighth.org/home.htm 

 Use the registration form to register for these tours.      

 The hotel is located in Pooler, GA approximately 10 miles from Historic 
Downtown Savannah, the river front, great restaurants and shopping.    A 
Historic District tour is available on Saturday morning for spouses and 
guests during the business session.        

 We look forward to seeing you in May! 

 All Convention Documents are available online at:    

   www.wcmcl.org and www.mcldeptofga.org 

 Contact info for questions:  Email West Chatham Comman-
dant:   info@wcmcl.org     Det. Convention Chairman:  Dale Saunders tel. 
912-665-2082 

 Semper Fi,  

Mike English Commandant, West Chatham Det. 1326 

912-414-0643 ( menglish@qnbtrust.com ) 

http://www.mightyeighth.org/home.htm
http://www.wcmcl.org/
http://www.mcldeptofga.org
mailto:info@wcmcl.org
mailto:menglish@qnbtrust.com
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Vietnam Navy and Coast Guard Ships Recently Identified as Having 

Been Exposed to Agent Orange 

Information on Vietnam Naval Operations Compensation and Pension (C&P) Service has initiated a program to collect data on Viet-

nam naval operations for the purpose of providing regional offices with information to assist with development in Haas related dis-

ability claims based on herbicide exposure from Navy Veterans. To date, there has verification from various sources showing that a 

number of offshore "blue water" naval vessels conducted operations on the inland "brown water" rivers and delta areas of Vietnam. 

Also, there has been identification of certain vessel types that operated primarily or exclusively on the inland waterways. The ships 

and dates of inland waterway service are listed below. If a Veteran's service aboard one of these ships can be confirmed through mili-

tary records during the time frames specified, then exposure to herbicide agents can be presumed without further development. 

All vessels of Inshore Fire Support [IFS] Division 93 during their entire Vietnam tour: 

� USS Carronade (IFS 1) 

� USS Clarion River (LSMR 409) [Landing Ship, Medium, Rocket] 

� USS Francis River (LSMR 525) 

� USS White River (LSMR 536) 

� All vessels with the designation LST [Landing Ship, Tank] during their entire tour [WWII ships converted to transport supplies 

on rivers and serve as barracks for brown water Mobile Riverine Forces] 

� All vessels with the designation LCVP [Landing Craft, Vehicle, Personnel] during their entire tour 

� All vessels with the designation PCF [Patrol Craft, Fast] during their entire tour [Also called Swift Boats, operating for enemy 

interdiction on close coastal waters] 

� All vessels with the designation PBR [Patrol Boat, River] during their entire tour [Also called River Patrol Boats as part of the 

Mobile Riverine Forces operating on inland waterways and featured in the Vietnam film "Apocalypse Now"] 

� USS Ingersoll (DD-652) [Destroyer] [Operated on Saigon River, October 24-25,1965] 

� USS Mansfield (DD-728) [Destroyer] [Operated on Saigon River August 8-19,1967 and December 21-24,1968] 

� USS Richard E. Kraus (DD-849) [Destroyer] [Operated on coastal inlet north of Da Nang, June 2-5, 1966, protecting Marines 

holding a bridge] 

� USS Basilone (DD-824) [Destroyer] [Operated on Saigon River, May 24-25, 1966] 

� USS Hamner (DD-718) [Destroyer] [Operated on Song Lon Tao and Long Song lao Rivers, August 15-September 1, 1966] 

� USS Conway (DD-507) [Destroyer] [Operated on Saigon River, early August 1966] 

� USS Fiske (DD-842) [Destroyer] [Operated on Mekong River, June 16-21, 1966] 

� USS Black (DD-666) [Destroyer] [Operated on Saigon River, July 13-19,1966] 

� USS Providence (CLG-6) [Cruiser, Light, Guided Missile] [Operated on Saigon River 3 days during January 1964] 

USDVA Issues List Of Ships That Qualify For Presumptive Agent Orange Exposure 

� USS Mahan (DLG-11) [Guided Missile Frigate] [Operated on Saigon River October 24-28,1964] 

� USS Okanogan (APA-220) [Attack Transport] [Operated on Saigon River July 22-23, 29-30,1968 and August 5-6, 1968] 

� USS Niagara Falls (AFS-3) [Combat Stores Ship] [Unloaded supplies on Saigon River and Cam Rahn Bay, April 22-25, 1968] 

Handout: USDVA Issues List Of Ships That Qualify For Presumptive Agent Orange Exposure 

 

VA Blue Water claims Update (Federal Update for July 12-16, 2010) 

 

The United States Department of Veterans Affairs (USDVA) has added the below named ships to the already existing list for Navy 

and Coast Guard ships and vessels that are presumed to have been exposed to Agent Orange.  If you serve on any of these mentioned 

ships and you have had a claim denied, you should reapply citing the VA list as the source for your reapplication.  NAUS advises 

that the VA is already working on a third list that will have more ships listed.  If you have a claim and evidence the ship you served 

on was in Vietnamese waters and/or actually tied up to a dock there, make sure you include that with your claim. 

 

Vessels that operated primarily or exclusively on the inland waterways: 
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Vietnam Navy and Coast Guard Ships Recently Identified as Having Been Exposed to Agent Orange 

All U.S. Coast Guard Cutters with hull designation WPB [patrol boat] and WHEC [high endurance cutters] 

USS Mark (AKL-12) [light cargo ship] 

USS Brule (AKL-28) 

USS Patapsco (AOG-1) [gasoline tanker] 

USS Elkhorn (AOG-7) 

USS Genesee (AOG-8) 

USS Kishwaukee (AOG-9) 

USS Tombigbee (AOG-11) 

USS Noxubee (AOG-56) 

USS Okanogan (APA-210) [attack transport] 

USS Montrose (APA-212) 

USS Bexar (APA-237) 

USS Benewah (APB-35) [self-propelled barracks ship] 

USS Colleton (APB-36) 

USS Mercer (APB-39) 

USS Nueces (APB-40) 

Barracks Barge (APL-26 [sleeping quarters] 

Barracks Barge (APL-30) 

USS Tutuila (ARG-4) [repair ship] 

USS Satyr (ARL-23) [ repair ship] 

USS Sphinx (ARL-24) 

USS Askari (ARL-30) 

USS Indra (ARL-37) 

USS Krishna (ARL-38) 

USS Belle Grove (LSD-2) [landing ship dock] 

USS Comstock (LSD-19) 

USS Tortuga (LSD-26) 

USS Asheville (PG-84) [patrol gunboat] 

USS Gallop (PG-85) 

USS Antelope (PG-86) 

USS Ready (PG-87) 

USS Crockett (PG-88) 

USS Marathon (PG-89) 

USS Canon (PG-90) 

Floating Base Platform (YRBM-17) [repair, berthing, and messing barge] 

Floating Base Platform (YRBM-18) 

Floating Base Platform (YRBM-20) 

Winnemucca (YTB-785) [harbor tug] 

Vessels that operated temporarily on Vietnam's inland waterways or docked to the shore: 

USS Card (ACV-11) [escort carrier] [mined, sunk, and salvaged in Saigon River Harbor during May 1964] 

USS Maury (AGS-16) [mapping survey ship] [conducted surveys of Mekong Delta and other coastal areas and rivers beginning November 

1965 through 1969] 

USS Henrico (APA-45) [amphibious attack transport] [operated on Hue River during March 1965 and conducted numerous troop landings 

through March 1967] 

USS Montrose (APA-212) [operated on Song Hue River during December 1965, operated on Long Tau River during March 1967, and oper-

ated on Cua Viet River and at Dong Ha during May 1967] 

USS Talladega (APA-208) [operated on Saigon River during October 1967] 

USS Bolster (ARS-38) [salvage ship] [crew operated on land] 

USS Canberra (CAG-2) [guided missile cruiser] [operated on Saigon River from March 31 through April 1, 1966, on Cua Viet River during 

December 15, 1966, and on Mekong Delta Ham Luong River during January 15, 1967] 
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Vietnam Navy and Coast Guard Ships Recently Identified as Having Been Exposed to Agent Orange 

USS Sproston (DD-577) [destroyer] [operated on Mekong Delta and Ganh Rai Bay during January 1966] 

USS Picking (DD-685) [operated on Saigon River during November 16, 1965] 

USS Epperson (DD-719) [docked to Da Nang Pier on October 4, 1970] 

USS Southerland (DD-743) [operated on Song Nga Bay and Saigon River during July 1966] 

USS John W. Thomason (DD-760) [operated on Nga Be River during 1969] 

USS Buck (DD-761) [operated on Mekong River Delta and Saigon River during October 1966] 

USS Preston (DD-795) [operated on Mekong River Delta, Ganh Rai Bay, and Saigon River during September 28-29 and December 

27-29, 1965] 

USS Warrington (DD-843) [operated on Mekong River Delta Rung Sat Special Zone, North of Vung Gahn Rai Bay during March 

1967] 

USS Dyess (DD-880) [operated on Saigon River and Rung Sat Special Zone from June 19 - July 1, 1966] 

USS Perkins (DD-877) [operated on Saigon River during June 1969] 

USS Orleck (DD-886) [operated on Mekong River Delta during July 1969] 

USS Joseph Stauss (DDG-16) [guided missile destroyer] [operated on Mekong River Delta and Ganh Rai Bay during November 7 

and December 7, 1968] 

USS Waddell (DDG-24) [operated on Cua Viet River during March 1967] 

USS Newell (DER-322) [radar destroyer escort] [docked at Port of Nha Trang during December 22-24, 1965] 

USS Duluth (LPD-6) [amphibious transport dock] [docked to Pier at Da Nang during March and October 1971] 

USS Cleveland (LPD-7) [operated on Cua Viet River and at Dong Ha, as well as Hue River, from November 1967 through 1968 and 

Saigon River during September 1969] 

USS Dubuque (LPD-8) [docked at Da Nang on March 15, 1970] 

USS Boxer (LPH-4) [amphibious assault ship] [docked to Pier at Cam Rahn Bay on September 9, 1965] 

USS Carter Hall (LSD-3) [landing ship dock] [operated on Cua Viet River and at Dong Ha during December 1967] 

[Source: NAUS Weekly update 25 Jun 2010++]

********************************************************************************************************** 

WWII Pacific Warriors gather at WinShape Retreat in Rome GA. for a two day seminar. Pic-

tured are warriors from the Marines, Navy, Army, Air Corps and Navaho Code Talkers 
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Around The league 

 

Department Commandant, Bo Stollenwerck receives the Tom Per-

rone Award at the 2011 SE Division conference 

 

The Major Lawrence DesJardines Detachment  Awards 

Banquet ‗Marine of the Year – Ernie Elmore, Distin-

guished Service – Ernie Elmore and Ron Kirstatter, 

Distinguished Marilyn Retza, Certificate of Apprecia-

tion to Terry Cook of Woodmen of the World Insur-

ance.Citizen – Dave Aldrich, Community Service – Dan 

Gillan and  

Michael Clark-Middle Ga. Det, , Walt Scott-Unicoi and 

Christian Roberts-Greater Atlanta Det enjoy the day at 

the Pacific Warriors Reunion Gathering in Roma Ga 

Michael Clark-Middle GA Det and Everett Stewart-Jake 

Puryear Det enjoying the ―Growl‖ at the SE Divisional 

Big Al Meade-Greater Atlanta and Jack McCorkle-Unicoi 

Det are just two old Marines enjoying the day at the Pa-

cific Warriors Reunion in Rome Ga. 


