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Greetings Marines,     

    It is fair as your Commandant to ask what my expectations for the 

Department are? Let me begin by reminding you that we are all a team 

and need the help, cooperation, and commitment of each person. Our 

strength and ability to realize the potential that is ours rest on the indi-

vidual contribution from each member to the Department. If we are 

willing and give ourselves to the cause of service for other Marines, 

then you and I believe it will be returned to the Department and indi-

vidually. If you want to feel good support our programs and help a 

Marine, a Marine‟s family, a sick child, or other persons that need our 

help.                                                                                                                        

Here is what I expect of myself and the Department:                         

Follow the Bylaws;  Hold Department Officers accountable and re-

sponsible;  

Growth of the Department;  

Develop the organizational structure of the Department; Execute the 

duties of Commandant and learn in the process;  

Get better acquainted with Department members; Promote member 

recruitment and retention; Promote communication, cooperation, ca-

maraderie, and espirt de corps;  

Seek new leadership with the work ethic to promote the interest of De-

tachments, the Department of Georgia, and Marine Corps League. 

It is my belief that if our team commits to these ten expectations, then 

we can accomplish anything we choose to do. The potential of this 

Department is great, but talking about is not enough. We must “walk 

the walk” to achieve success. Marines, we have heard it before, you 

don‟t get it until you earn it, and each one of us earned it. 

Semper Fi 

Bo Stollenwerck                                                                                                     

Commandant Dept .GA. MCL 
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The National Museum of 

the Marine Corps is a last-

ing tribute to U.S. Marines-

-past, present, and future. 

Situated on a 135-acre site 

adjacent to Marine Corps 

Base Quantico, Virginia, 

and under the command of 

Marine Corps University, 

the Museum's soaring de-

sign evokes the image of 

the flag-raisers of Iwo Jima 

and beckons visitors to this 

120,000-square-foot struc-

ture. World-class interac-

tive exhibits using the most 

National Museum of the  Marine Corps 

AUBREY GILBERT DET. # 1312  

ways, they are looking for a 

few good kids and a few good 

adults to help with this great 

cause. Lucy & Robert Gamble 

need anyone and everyone 

who have the abilities and 

inclination to help out with 

the Young Marines. Kids and 

teens, ages 8 through 18, can 

be a Young Marine.  

The meetings will be at our 

Oak Mountain meeting facil-

ity at 1201 Stripling-Chapel 

Road in Carrollton on the 2nd 

& 4th Saturdays of each 

month, from 0745 – 1500.  

They are looking for volun-

teers to be Drill Instructors for 

the group, along with other 

duties.  

If you‟re interested in helping 

out, please contact Lucy and 

Robert at 770-834-0328 

home; 770-328-8625 for 

Robert; or 770-328-8627 for 

Lucy. Their e-mail address is 

ladgamble@aol.com.  Good 

Luck, Lucy & Robert, and 

Semper Fi! 

First of all, congratulations to 

Lucy and Robert Gamble for 

earning the “Marines Of The 

Year” Award at the Birthday 

Ball! Very well-deserved! 

Thanks for all that you two 

have done for our Detach-

ment. You both truly are 

“Marines” in every sense of 

the word.  

The Young Marines of the 

Aubrey Gilbert Detachment 

had their first graduation cere-

mony on Saturday  30 Octo-

ber 2010, with 6 members 

graduating! The ceremonies 

were held at the Whitesburg 

Recreation Center in Whites-

burg, Georgia.  

The highlight of the Detach-

ment was a Battalion En-

campment that was held in 

Granger, GA, during 01 – 03 

October 2010. Detachment 

1312 owes many, many 

thanks to Robert and Lucy 

Gamble, plus Preston Davi-

son, for taking on this out-

standing program! OOH RAH 

& Semper Fi!! And, as al-
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In God We Trust, 

 Gary D. Mason 

 

innovative technology 

surround visitors with 

irreplaceable artifacts 

and immerse them in the 

sights and sounds of 

Marines in action. The 

National Museum of the 

Marine Corps opened 

the doors to three new, 

major galleries on June 

5th, 2010. The opening 

of the new galleries 

brings more than 12,000 

sq.ft. of additional exhibit 

space to the Museum, 

with 250 new artifacts 

and the first Marine Corps' 

aircraft 

The Museum and Gift Cen-

ter is open every day from 

0900 till 5:00pm with the 

exception of Christmas Day.  

Admission and parking are 

free.  

National Museum of the  

Marine Corps                        

18900 Jefferson Davis 

Highway, Triangle, VA 

22172 

mailto:ladgamble@aol.com
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 This year’s Southeast Divi-

sion Conference is proba-

bly the most productive I’ve 

ever attended. Everyone 

had a great time in Mobile 

outside of the meetings, 

the Royal Marines added 

flavor we’ve become ac-

customed to and the gen-

eral business meeting went 

smoother than any I’ve 

been involved with in the 

past. I attribute most of that 

to our two minute rule, an 

excellent Commandants 

Council where all con-

cerned had reports ready 

and a lot of preparation for 

the conference by all the 

principles. However, I be-

lieve the tool that made the 

Conference most success-

ful is what we now affec-

tionately refer to as ―The 

Roundtable‖. This is a fo-

rum consisting of the seven 

Department Commandants 

Our next SE Divisional 

Conference will be March 3

-6, 2011 in Lake Buena 

Vista, FL 

The 2012 Conference is 

slated for March in Myrtle 

Beach, SC 

attended a USMC Birthday 

Party at the Blue Ribbon 

Grill .  MajGen Larry Taylor 

read the Commandants 

birthday message. Some 

100 Marines from the At-

lanta area attended this 

wonderful annual event. 

Several members of our 

detachment were invited by 

HBO Productions to attend 

a private showing of their 

newest film entitled 

―WARTORN 1861-2010. 

MCL SOUTHEAST DIVISION NEWS 

GREATER ATLANTA DETACHMENT  #647 

MCL DEVIL DOG NEWS  

are closed for the time being. 

I was pleased to have so many 

of the initiates come to me 

after the initiation and Su-

preme Growl telling me how 

much fun they had and that 

they did learn some new Ma-

rine Corps history. I extend 

my congratulations and a 

hearty WOOF WOOF for a 

job well done to the Platoon 

Handlers and especially to the 

Honorable Mad Dog PDD 

Wayne Sarapata who put it all 

together. The willingness of 

the kennel staff members and 

the many volunteers who 

helped meet the Dog House 

dog power needs was great to 

see. What a great team!!  

Your Chief thanks you all and 

says WELL DONE!! 

CONGRATULATIONS! To 

the newest Devil Dog Pound. 

The Southern Crescent Pound 

350 which is attached to the 

Pless Det. 1196 in Griffin Ga 

was chartered on Oct.30th 

2010 

53RD. Chief Devil Dog Barks 

The 71st Supreme Growl has 

been put to bed; reports are 

finished, scratching's written 

and the Orders history books 
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 We got a phone call from a 

toy collector who donated 

some 500 toy cars and 

trucks to the cause.  

Members David Holmes, 

Dean Prickett, Ruben Scott, 

Christian Roberts and oth-

ers volunteered to serve as 

collectors to  assist the Ma-

rines at the warehouse in 

servicing sites around At-

lanta. On Nov.9th. Marines 

from our detachment  

 

 

 

 

This film gives a harrowing 

account of the impact of 

PTSD on American veter-

ans returning from combat 

duty. It was no coincidence 

that it was released on Vet-

erans Day and was perhaps 

the most dignified and 

thoughtful way to honor 

those who have given ser-

vice to their country.  

Christian Roberts              

Commandant 

 Christmas Greetings to all. 

In September, Greater Atlanta 

annual golf tournament was a 

success. We had 63 players 

and raised $2,600. for the 

detachment.  

We have maintained our cur-

rent membership at 40 mem-

bers and are adding new 

members. Sgt.Ruben Scott is 

by far, our best recruiter,  

November began our Toys for 

Tots collection. Right off the  

http://www.moddkennel.org/
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Our Detachment, Commu-
nity and indeed the Corps 
lost a great leader and 
wonderful person, when 
Major General Warren R. 
Johnson, passed away on 
8/12/2010.  General John-
son was an early supporter 
and plank owner of our 
Woodstock, Detach-
ment.  He always offered 
his enthusiastic support, 
and played a very signifi-
cant part in the success of 
Detachment endeav-
ors.  He will be missed. We 
are in the process of sub-
mitting the paper work to 
rename our Detachment in 
his honor.  

On October, 3rd, 2010 The 
American Legion of Wood-
stock, Post 316 organized 
a welcome home for young 
Marine Warrior, Lance Cor-
poral Jeffery Cole, a resi-
dent of Woodstock,  who 
was critically wounded in a 
gun fight in Afghani-
stan.  He is being consid-
ered for the Silver Star for 
his actions.  The celebra-
tion took place in the City 
Park and was well at-
tended by residents, ROTC 
units, local politicians, as 

well as excellent represen-

tation by our Detachment.  

At the invitation of Wood-
stock American Legion, 
Post 316 Detachment , 
League Detachment mem-
bers Mike Boyce and John 
Newport were the keynote 
speaker and master of 
ceremonies, respectively, 
at the Legion’s annual sa-
lute to Veterans, on the 
evening of November 11th, 
at the Woodstock City 
Park.   

Detachment member, Mike 
Boyce presented an excel-
lent slide show of his re-
cent trip to Vietnam, at 
the  Detachment’s October 
Meeting.  Mike is available 
to make the presentation to 
any group so requesting.   

Our Detachment is once 
again is actively participat-
ing in the annual Toys for 
Tots program by respond-
ing to MSGT Barret’s re-
quest for pick up assis-
tance in Cherokee County.   

  

Detachment officer elec-
tions were conducted at 
our Oct. meeting are       

Commandant John New-
port,  

Senior Vice Commandant, 
Joe Kraft,  

Judge Advocate Will Merrill 
were reelected to their po-
sitions,  

Troy Roberson was elected 
for the first time as Junior 
Vice-Commandant.  

 

MAJ GEN WARREN R JOHNSON DET. 1311 

Humor In Uniform! 

MCL  Dept of  Georgia Detachment News  
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Meetings changed: to 

3rd Sunday of each month 

(Dec-Mar) 1400 hours 

VFW post 7807, Hiawassee 

GA 

Annual Golf Tournament held 

on 7 October at Chatuge 

Shores Golf Course with 24 

teams was a success.  The 

weather was great and the 

course was in very good con-

dition. 

A sad note was the death of 

Associate Member Gene Wil-

liams.  He was not only a 

dedicated member of Unicoi, 

but an outstanding member of 

the community.  Gene with 

his wife Gail own Hawg 

Heaven and donate the barbe-

que for the golf tournament. 

The boxes for Toys-For-Tots 

are in place and toys are com-

ing in. 

The 235th Birthday of the 

USMC was celebrated on 10 

November at Daniel‟s Steak 

House in Hiawassee.  72 

members, spouses and friends 

had a fun filled evening with 

plenty of good food, drinks 

and yes, birthday cake. On 11 

November, Unicoi was repre-

sented at the ceremonies of 

Veterans Day in Towns and 

Union counties. 

On 13 November, Unicoi 

entered a float for the Veter-

ans Day Parade in Dahlonega 

GA.  We were selected as the 

#1 float in the parade In De-

cember, Unicoi will be pick-

ing up the toys and distribut-

ing them to families on the 

11th, 18th and 19th. 

 We wish all the Marines, 

Associates, Auxiliary and 

their families a blessed 

Christmas and a Happy and 

prosperous New Year! Sem-

per Fidelis 

Unicoi Detachment 783 

Commandant 

Walt Scott  

Greetings to all Detach-
ments, 

  I have noticed that 
there have been several 
deaths of our members 
that have not been re-
ported to me.  It is nec-
essary that when a 
member of your detach-
ment passes away, a 
Notice of Death form 
must be submitted (per 
the instructions on the 
form).                         
This is to be done by the 
Detachment Chaplain or 
someone designated by 
the Detachment Com-
mandant. We are proud 
of our Marines who 
served and we want to 
make sure they have 
proper recognition ie. 
condolence card to the 
family etc from the De-
partment, and of course, 

UNICOI DETACHMENT #783 

Chaplain’s Corner  Chaplain Ernie Elmore   

MCL  Dept of  Georgia Detachment News  

 

Per the instructions on the 
bottom of the Notice of 
Death Form, I, as Depart-
ment Chaplain, must send 
out a condolence card 
within 60  days of receiv-
ing the notice of the 
members death. When I 
receive this form from 
the  Detachment, I will 
send a new form back to 
you for use when it is 
again necessary.  Please 
do not send the form to 
Headquarters MCL or 
call  it in to them. It must 
come to the Department 
Chaplain and he will for-
ward it on. Have a blessed 
and happy Holiday Season          
Rev. Ernie Elmore        
Department Chaplain   
192 Miller Road         
Leesburg, GA 31763 
ernieelmore@att.net   
229-435-2283 

mailto:ernieelmore@att.net
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The West Chatham Det. 

1326 hosted the Vietnam 

Moving Wall from 30 

Oct to 1 Nov in Pooler, 

GA.   This event was the 

culmination of more than 

a year in planning and 

fundraising.   The level of 

community support was 

outstanding with numer-

ous corporate and indi-

vidual sponsors.  We also 

received extensive media 

coverage with a front 

page newspaper article 

and two TV inter-

views.   The Wall was 

viewed by over 5,000 

people.    Hosting this 

event not only provided 

an important service to 

our Vietnam Veterans 

and the families of those 

lost, it also brought a lot 

of attention to the Marine 

Corps League and has 

helped lift our profile in 

the community.       

 We now turn our atten-

tion to hosting the De-

partment of Georgia con-

vention 20-22 May 2011 

in Pooler, GA.    Details 

will be forthcoming as 

the agenda is finalized  

WEST CHATHAM DETACHMENT #1326 

GENERAL RAY DAVIS MOH DETACHMENT #1188 

KINGS BAY DETACHMENT #1229 

the same as a Marine in Dress 

Uniform. 

ILL or Injured                  

Troy Wise has had recent 

Knee replacement and is in 

the hospital recovering   

Membership                        

We are trying to push mem-

bership here.  We recently 

changed our Bylaws to accept 

associate members in order to 

keep our membership num-

bers up and create a greater 

appearance in the community.  

Seems to be helping at pre-

sent. 

Frank Fornili                   

Commandant 

Toys for Tots 

Our major task at present and 

is going well.  Wish we had 

better AD or Reserve Marine 

participation.  Community is 

working well with us and it 

should be a very good Christ-

mas for those who need the 

assistance.  I have a large 

Sailor participation but not 

MCL  Dept of  Georgia Detachment News  

The General Ray Davis MOH 

detachment meets every 2nd 

Saturday at the Little Red 

School house Covington Ga - 

at 9 AM.   

On November 10 2010 we 

celebrated the 235 Birthday 

of The United States Marine 

Corps with a Ball at the 

American Legion Hall in 

Monroe, Ga. Attending were 

members of the detachment 

their families and invited 

guests. The evening's events 

included a Tribute to our 

fallen Marines 

, the reading of General Le-

jeune's and General Amos's 

Birthday messages, a cake cut-

ting ceremony by the oldest and 

youngest Marines present and a 

catered dinner with desert. Our 

guest speaker was Gerald 

Lamar "Bud" Hipps a Purple 

Heart veteran who served with 

E Company, 28th Marines, 5th 

Marine Division and landed on 

Iwo Jima on Feb. 19, 1945 in 

the 15th wave. Hipps was 

wounded on the beach in his 

right arm, shoulder and leg and 

was treated and returned to duty 

by Navy Corpsman  

John Brady who was one 

of the six men who later 

raised the flag over Mount 

Suribachi. Hipps survived 

the entire 36 days of the 

battle without incurring 

further wounds. 

 The detachment has col-

lected approximately 

$500.00 so far for the Toys 

for Tots program. 

 Semper Fi,                    

Don Rosborg              

Commandant 
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A guy was telling about this 

girl Sue who disguised her-

self as a man and joined 

the Marines.  "But, wait a 

minute," said his friend, 

"She'll have to dress with 

the boys and shower with 

them, too, won't she?" 

"Sure," replied the guy. 

"Well, won't they find out?" 

The guy shrugged.        

"Who's gonna tell?" 

*************************** 

A Marine Gunny and an 

Admiral were sitting in the 

barbershop. They were 

both just getting finished 

with their shaves, when the 

barbers reached for some 

after-shave to slap on their 

faces. 

The admiral shouted, "Hey, 

don't put that stuff on me! 

My wife will think I've been 

in a whorehouse!" 

 The Gunny turned to his 

barber and said, "Go 

ahead and put it on. My 

wife doesn't know what the 

inside of a whorehouse 

smells like." 

***************************** 

Shortly after joining the 

Marines, I was in line with 

some other inductees 

when the Sergeant 

stepped forward with that 

day's assignments. He 

handed several tasks out 

and then asked, "Does 

anyone here have experi-

ence with radio communi-

cations?" 

 A longtime ham radio op-

erator, I shouted, "I do!" 

  "Good," he said. "You can 

dig the hole for the new 

telephone pole." 

Marine Corps Humor 

DEVIL DOG DETACHMENT #952.(Former Ga Black Sheep) 

Covert and Senior Vice Tony 

Tijerina are on the Board of 

Directors for Atlanta Toys for 

Tots.  Are Detachment sup-

ports the warehouse opera-

tions and we have distributed 

over 175 thousand toys this 

season.   It is the goal of the 

Toys for Tots program to pro-

vide toys to every organiza-

tion that request toys.   If you 

are in the Atlanta Area and 

want to make a definite im-

pact on toys for tots, ask me 

how you too can partner with 

Toys for Tots.  Our ware-

house supports over 15 coun-

ties, not just the Atlanta metro 

area.  Ask!  Please. 

Our thoughts and prayers are 

with the families of those we 

have lost here at home and 

overseas.   

God Bless our Marines, and 

the United States of America  

Jeff Covert Commandant 

Georgia Devil Dog Detach-

ment #952 

Georgia Devil Dog Detach-

ment   (Formerly known as 

the Georgia Black Sheep) 

Our December meeting will 

be 20 December, 1900 at the 

toys for tots warehouse. 

The Georgia Black Sheep 

Detachment has a new name 

and is now chartered as the “ 

Georgia Devil Dog Detach-

ment “  

We have sworn new members 

into the detachment four con-

secutive monthly meetings 

and will  continue to do so for 

at least the next two 

months.  They are identified, 

just waiting on 214‟s 

Our float continues to Parade, 

and was recognized at the 

Atlanta Veterans Day Parade 

as “most patriotic”. 

Our Toys for Tots partnership 

with the Toys for Tots Foun-

dation of Atlanta continues to 

provide plenty of work to be 

done.   Commandant Jeff 

MCL  Dept of  Georgia Detachment News  
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MEMORANDUM FOR NATIONAL BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

                                         DEPARTMENT COMMANDANTS 

                            DETACHMENT COMMANDANTS 

                            ALL MCL MEMBERS 

Subj:  MARINE CORPS LEAGUE POLICY ON POLITICAL PARTICIPATION 

           IN LOCAL, STATE, AND NATIONAL ELECTIONS 

Marines:  As we are about to conclude the mid-term elections of 2010, it has been brought to 
my attention, on more than one occasion I’m sad to say, that apparently members of the Ma-
rine Corps League have publicly spoken out to endorse or speak in opposition of political can-
didates, and in some cases, appeared in TV and newspaper advertisements and photos on 
behalf of political candidates, that gives the appearance these Leaguers are offering an en-
dorsement by the Marine Corps League for their candidacy.  The following is the Marine Corps 
League’s POLICY on the aforementioned subject taken from the National Bylaws and Admin-
istrative Procedures, Chapter One, Section 110: 

    SECTION 110 – POLICY 

(b)  The Marine Corps League shall never take part in  

Any labor or management dispute or issue, and it shall be ever non-sectarian, non-
political, and non-partisan; nor shall it be based on the grounds of race, color, creed, na-
tionality, or sex; nor shall it be used as a medium of political ambition or preferment; nor 
shall former or present military rank or former or present civilian position be used as the 
basis for special consideration or preferment. 

The Marine Corps League wants and strongly encourages ALL its members and families to 
exercise their Constitutional right and duty to vote.  With that said, our membership cannot 

give the impression that the League supports or opposes ANY one candidate or political party. 

I enjoin you, as the leadership of the Marine Corps League, to ensure all those members un-
der your charge review the Marine Corps League’s Policy as outlined above and ensure it is 
adhered to.  Thank you for taking the time to read this memorandum.  The League needs your 
total support on this issue.  Give my personal best wishes to everyone as we prepare to celebrate our 
235th  Birthday.  God Bless America. 

 

VIC VOLTAGGIO 

National Commandant 

NATIONAL COMMANDMENTS MESSAGE 
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DETACHMENTS IN ACTION AROUND THE LEAGUE 

DesJardines Det. At Field of Flags  9/11/2010 

West Chatham Det. 1326 hosted the Vietnam Moving Wall from 

30 Oct to 1 Nov in Pooler, GA  

West Chatham MCL meets Vietnam Vet at Wall 

Iwo Jima Warrior Gerald “Bud” Hipps reading 

the Commandants msq at the Gen Ray Davis 

Det. Birthday Ball 

                          MajGen Warren Johnson is laid to rest at Arlington National Cemetery with full military honors 
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HBO’s “WARTORN:1861-2010      Shines A Light on Combats Dark Side 

Veterans Day, HBO debuted a brilliant documentary that gives a harrowing account of 
the impact of PTSD on American veterans returning from combat duty. It was no coin-
cidence that it was released on Veterans Day and was perhaps the most dignified and 
thoughtful way to honor those who have given service to their country. I believe that 
the film warrants the attention of every American.  
 
In addition to the grizzly accounts of individual soldiers and their families who have 
been decimated over the decade of warfare that our country has been engaged in, 
Wartorn: 1861-2010  does a tremendous service in educating viewers as to the perva-
sive existence of this dreadful by-product of armed combat. 
Somehow, the prevailing notion has been the idea that PTSD is unique to recent gen-
erations of soldiers, perhaps a "softer" batch than those that came before them. This 
is very likely due to the fact that our society has only recently begun to address the 
issue and take even small steps toward identifying and treating the ailment, as well as 
creating a culture where it is acceptable for the injured to seek help.  
 
The film chronicles accounts of civil war suicides, World War I "shell shocked" veter-
ans and other historic indications of PTSD's inherent presence in armed conflict. It 
features interviews with World War II veterans diagnosed with "nerves" or even "lack 
of intestinal fortitude" who tell of clear signs that were discouraged as marks of cow-
ardice, ultimately leading to destructive paths for the vets, their families and commu-
nities.  
 
Wartorn, shows the all-too-often ignored side of combat and the immeasurable and 
permanent cost to civilizations constantly embroiled in such destructiveness. It 
should be required viewing by every member of Congress, every American President, 
every military advisor and re-shown on each occasion that they contemplate banging 
the drums of war before exhausting diplomatic alternatives.  
 
This thoughtful and blunt examination of a once taboo subject should remind us that 
the cost of putting Americans into armed conflict extends much further than dollars 
spent and lives lost. It infects individuals, families, communities and society at large 
for generations after the treaties to end  battle are signed.  
 
Produced by James Gandolfini, better known as Tony from HBO's hit series The So-
pranos, the film is currently being broadcast on HBO and is available anytime through 
HBO in Demand. 
 
NOTE:  
Post-traumatic Stress Disorder arises from exposure to, or the witnessing of trau-
matic experiences including natural disasters, abuse, crime, terrorism and accidents, 
just to name a few. The theme of war is the focus of this PTSD documentary.  

http://www.hbo.com/#/documentaries/wartorn-1861-2010
http://www.thebradentontimes.com/news/2010/11/13/art_and_culture/hbo_s_wartorn_1861_2010_shines_a_light_on_combat_s_darkest_side/www.hbo.com/#/documentaries/wartorn-1861-2010
http://www.ptsdsupport.net/combat_ptsd.html
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0001254/
http://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/topics/post-traumatic-stress-disorder-ptsd/index.shtml
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The Detachment has started a 

monthly newsletter.  To re-

quest an electronic copy or to 

be taken off the electronic 

copy lists send an email to the 

Detachment email address 

above. The subject line should 

stated the DesJardines Dis-

patch.. 

Members in Distress: We 

have two members recovering 

from knee replacement sur-

gery.  Two members recover-

ing from knee surgery.  Two 

members recovering from 

heart surgery and one member 

recovering from Gall Blander 

surgery. 

September – The Detach-

ment „Welcomed Home” 

three Civilian Marines from 

Maintenance Center Albany 

upon their completion of a 12-

month tour to Kuwait. 

Members of the detachment 

attended the 24th annual 

POW/MIA Breakfast aboard 

the Base. 

Members of the Detachment 

attended the annual SW Geor-

gia Exchange Club 9/11 Re-

membrance Ceremony.  The 

Detachment performed the 

Flag Folding Ceremony, pro-

vided the piper, assisted the 

American Legion Post with 

the Rifle Salute detail, and 

provided two readers of 

names of the fallen. Many 

detachment members and 

their families assisted in set-

ting up a field of 1,000 

American Flags for the event. 

Five Marine Care Packages 

were sent to female Marines 

serving in Afghanistan. 

October – Marine Newton 

attended the funeral for Cpl 

Stephen Sockalosky of Cor-

dele, GA 

November – The Detachment 

provided a piper and Flag 

Folding Ceremony for the 1st 

Baptist Church of Leesburg, 

GA on Sunday Nov 7th.  The 

service was presented to 

honor ALL veterans in the 

area. 

Members of the detachment 

attended the Albany, Veterans 

Weekend celebration at the 

Veteran‟s memorial and at 

VFW  Post  2785. 

Several members of the de-

tachment attended the 235th 

Birthday Ball sponsored by 

LOGCOM and MCLB Al-

bany at Darton College on 

November 13th. 

Eleven more American Flags 

have been exchanged for tat-

tered, torn or discolored Flags 

being displayed by local busi-

nesses in Albany, Georgia. 

Our total for the year is now 

39 Flags that have been re-

placed. 

New members:   2     

Renewals:           17     

Total Membership:  71 

Commandant, Tom Newton  

Sr Vice, Ron Kirstatter  

Jr Vice, Gale Rodgers  

Judge Advocate JJ Kraus        

Sgt-At-Arms, Kelly Fisk  

Paymaster, Bob Adams  

Chaplain, Ernie Elmore  

Adjutant, Jim Rodgers  

Webmaster, Ron Kirstatter 

a row. 

 Semper Fi, 

Don Murray                    

Commandant                  

LtCol Jimmie Dyess Detach-

ment  921 

The LtCol Jimmie Dyess De-

tachment 921 has 

been supporting the Toys for 

Tots Program with the Au-

gusta Marine Corps Reserves 

during this quarter. 

 With all the time dedicated to 

the Toys for Tots Program, 

Glenn Sewell has been ac-

tively recruiting new mem-

bers.  Glenn is our recruiter of 

the year for the second year in 

Major Lawrence DesJardines Detachment #1260  

LtCol Jimmie Dyess Det. #921 

MCL  Dept of  Georgia Detachment News  

Maj Lawrence DesJardines 
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Our detachment meets the 

second Saturday of each 

month at 9:30,at the Rome 

Floyd County Library, River-

side Parkway.               

Elected officers are:        

Commandant…Vern Miller, 

Sr. Vice…..Bruce Behner, Jr. 

Vice…James Rassier,      

Judge Advocate Zack Kara-

kos.                                     

We have 136 members and 

only 6 are delinquent.  We 

have been very active with the 

Fallen Marine program and 

we have an average of 5 visi-

tations per month.  Under the 

leadership of Marine Royce 

Coker, we have started ship-

ping care packages to our 

Marines in harms way in Af-

ghanistan and over 60 boxes 

have been shipped.  About 20 

Marines took part in the Vet-

erans Day ceremony at Myrtle 

Hill Cemetery in Rome, 

GA….including a honor 

guard.  That evening we were 

treated to a patriotic concert at 

the Rome, auditorium.  We 

have an active young Marines 

program and they graduated 5 

recruits this month.  For our 

regular November meeting, 

we had a ceremonial cake 

cutting for our 235th birthday 

and that evening  we cele-

brated with a birthday party 

with a guest of honor and 

speaker, Navy Cross holder 

Willis C. “Bill” Wilson.  A 

great time was held by all 

with another ceremonial cake 

cutting.  The Marine reserve 

unit left Rome last year, so we 

have been organizing Toys 

for Tots.  We have distributed 

Toys for Tots boxes in 3 

counties, Floyd, Polk and 

Bartow. The Toys for Tots 

auction will be held Decem-

ber 9th and distribution of toys 

December 18 in Rome and 

December 15 and 16 in Ce-

dartown and Cartersville.  A 

group of Marines took part in 

welcoming Santa to the Rome 

area at the Mt. Berry Mall.   

We wish you all a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New 

Year!!   

Semper Fi,                        

Vern Miller 

JAKE PURYEAR DET. #1020 

Stephen W. Pless Det. 1196 

PDD Dan Hoffman for com-

ing and presenting the charter 

amongst the others who at-

tended this ceremony to sup-

port our new Pound. 

 

We held our annual Marine 

Corps Birthday Dinner with 

two local heroes addressing 

our detachment and guests.  

Mr. Wayne Smith, who was 

amongst the first to storm 

Omaha Beach, being shot 

twice before he got to the 

beach and then hit with mor-

tar shrapnel once on the 

beach.  Mr. Smith is also the 

founder of Voice of Veterans, 

which speaks to dozens of 

schools and civic organiza-

tions each year and has for the 

past 16 years.  Our other 

speaker, Mr. Jim King, served 

three tours in Vietnam and is 

a Silver Star recipient.  Mr. 

King is also the current Grif-

fin-Spalding county Chamber 

of Commerce Chairman and a 

member of the Voice of Vet-

erans . 

Detachment 1196 meets the 

third Tuesday of each month.  

We meet at the First Assem-

bly of God in Griffin at 1830, 

with the business meeting 

beginning at 1900.  We wel-

come each and every one of 

you to visit with us as your 

circumstances will permit. 

During the last quarter, De-

tachment 1196 of Griffin, GA 

has been gathering momen-

tum for this year‟s Toys for 

Tots Campaign.  From selling 

raffle tickets for a two night 

stay at the Loews Vanderbilt 

Hotel in Nashville, TN to 

promoting our first Toys for 

Tots Benefit concert.  These 

fundraisers are the first of 

their types for 1196 with the 

Raffle netting just over 

$4,000.  We have also recog-

nized 7 Eagle Scouts, 1 Royal 

Ranger, and attended 4 funer-

als.   

 

Detachment 1196 is the proud 

host of GA Pack‟s newest 

Pound.  Pound 350 received 

its charter on 30 October and 

would like to thank SE Divi-

sion Vice Chief Devil Dog 

MCL  Dept of  Georgia Detachment News  

Stephen Wesley Pless 

(September 6, 1939–July 20, 

1969) was a major in the United 

States Marine Corps during the 

Vietnam War. He earned the 

Medal of Honor as a UH-1 Iro-

quois "Huey" helicopter pilot for 

rescuing soldiers trapped by 

heavy enemy fire. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Major_(United_States)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Marine_Corps
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Marine_Corps
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medal_of_Honor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UH-1_Iroquois
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UH-1_Iroquois
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DETACHMENT NEWS: LT.COL JIMMIE DYESS DET.#921                
Meets: Last Tuesday of month at 1900 hrs  
American Legion Post # 205,2102 Highland Ave. Augusta Ga.  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: GREATER ATLANTA #647                                     
Meets: 1st. Saturday of month at 1100 hrs  
Delkwood Grill, 2769 Delk Road, Marietta GA 
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: UPPER CHATTAHOOCHEE DET #665               
Meets: 1st Sat. of month 10:30 hrs  
Ryan’s Family Steak House,  
2415 Brown’s Bridge Rd. Gainesville Ga.  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: AUBREY GILBERT DET.1312             
Meets 3rd Sat. of month 1000 hrs 

VFW POST 7804, 1625 Bankhead Hwy, Carrollton, Ga.  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: JAKE PURYEAR DET.1020     
Meets: 2nd Sat of month at 0930 
Location: TBA 
 
DETACHMENT NEWS:JOSEPH SCHMITTOU DET.1083      
Meets: 3rd Monday of month at 1900 hrs  
Buffalo’s Café, Alps Road & Baxter Street, Athens GA.  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: WEST CHATHAM DET. #1326               
Meets: 3rd. Mon of month 
Randy Guitars,1304 East Hwy.80,Bloomingdale Gab 
 
DETACHMENT NEWS:PFC GEORGE EILAND DET. # 1040               
Meets: 2nd. Mon of month at 1900 hrs  
Troop City Senior Center,140 Ragland St., LaGrange Gab  
Contact:  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: KINGS BAY DET. #1229      
Meets: 2nd.Tues of month at 1900 hrs  
VFW POST 8385, 150 N.Camden Woods Pkwy., Kingsland Gab  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: MAJ, DESJARDINES DET.1260             
Meets:3rd.Tues of month at 1830 hrs  
River Pointe Golf Course,801 River Pointe Dr., Albany GA 
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: MAJ STEPHEN PLESS DET. #1196   
Meets: 3rd. Tuesday of month at 1900 hrs  
1st. Assembly of God, 2000 W Macintosh Rd., Griffin Gab  
 

DETACHMENT NEWS: GEN. RAY DAVIS DET. #1188                                 
Meets 2nd Sat of the month at 0900 hrs  
Lil Red Schoolhouse, 3184 Newton Drive, Covington GA 
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: UNICOI DET.#783        
Meets:3rd.Monday of month 
American Legion Post 7807,Hwy. 278, Hiwassee Ga.  
                                        
 DETACHMENT NEWS: DEVIL DOG DET.952          
Meets: 3rd. Sunday of each month 1300 hrs  
American legion Post 251, 2760 Duluth Highway, Duluth Ga.  
    

 

DETACHMENT MEETING INFORMATION 
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2010 has been a busy year for 

the Det. and it‟s not over yet. 

We started in April by provid-

ing lodging for the wife of a 

terminally ill retired Marine 

so that she would not have to 

drive 70 plus miles twice 

daily to and from the hospital.  

The Marine Corps Silent Drill 

Team came to Savannah in 

June as a part of The Marines 

Of  Long Ago annual conven-

tion. The Det. hosted a Bar B 

Q for the drill team and for 

some of the Marines of Long 

Ago. 

Prior to their deploying in 

August, we hosted a dinner 

for activated local Marines 

and their families. Then came 

September , we presented 

awards to cadets in the 

NROTC program at a local 

university  and the NJROTC 

program at a local high 

school. A much talked about 

project came to fruition in 

October. We spent a weekend 

at Camp LeJeune. The high-

light of the trip was our visit 

with the wounded warriors 

and sharing gifts with them. 

Then it was on to the impres-

sive Lebanon memorial ser-

vice. A reporter from one of 

the local TV stations accom-

panied us and will air a spe-

cial on the trip. 

November is a special month 

for Marines so we treat it as 

such. Every year on 10Nov 

we conduct a memorial ser-

vice at the Marine Corps 

monument located in Forsyth 

Park, a featured tourist attrac-

tion, in Savannah. We pro-

vided transportation, lodging 

and funds to a Marine in tran-

sit; provided a color guard in 

a local ceremony called The 

Massing of The Colors; En-

tered three units in the Vet-

eran‟s Day Parade (Higgins 

Boat Replica, Restored 1941 

Jeep with trailer, Iwo Jima 

Flag raising Silhouette); Con-

ducted a highly successful 

Marine Rose Campaign; Es-

tablished a Christmas cards to 

deployed Marines program 

with a local middle school. 

As the year comes to a close, 

December finds us working 

with a local church, the I&I 

staff and the Family Readi-

ness Officer preparing pack-

ages to send to deployed area 

Marines.  We are currently on 

Red Alert in support of Toys 

For Tots, then it starts all over 

again. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

SEMPER FI 

Savannah  Det. 564        

246 Blanton Road         

Savannah, GA 31409 

Marine Corps League    

Hunter AAF Bld 103 

each meeting with our mem-

bership at 52 and growing. 

We moved our meeting day 

because of the number of le-

gal holidays falling on the 

first weekend of the month. 

While membership growth 

remains our overarching ob-

jective, we are working dili-

gently to reach every Marine 

or their surviving families in 

Hall County to offer support 

and assistance whenever we 

can. Each project or expendi-

ture we approve is viewed 

under the microscope of im-

pact on the community, im-

pact on the Detachment and 

League, odds of success, and 

Upper Chattahoochee Detach-

ment 665, Gainesville, GA 

wishes to extend an invitation 

to all Marines and Marine 

Corps League Members and 

Associates to come visit us. 

We have changed our meeting 

day to the second (2nd) Satur-

day of each month at 0930 hrs 

at Ryan‟s Buffet in Gaines-

ville. We begin our business 

meeting at 1030 and generally 

conclude at 1200 hrs. Spouses 

and guests are always wel-

come and encouraged to at-

tend. Our experiment with a 

Saturday morning meeting 

seems to have paid off, as we 

have averaged 29 attendees at 

public relations. Our most 

solemn endeavor, the Detach-

ment Honor Detail, which had 

been very busy over the sum-

mer attending almost a fu-

neral a week, has been a little 

less in demand during the fall 

months. In addition to serving 

as pall bearers, when needed, 

we present a Certificate of 

Appreciation and an Eagle 

Globe and Anchor (pewter) 

necklace to the surviving fam-

ily when it is appropriate. It is 

not the most fun thing we do, 

but our presence seems to be 

greatly appreciated and offers 

great comfort in a time of 

grief. (cont next page) 

SAVANNAH DETACHMENT #564 

UPPER CHATTAHOOCHEE DET. #665 

MCL  Dept of  Georgia Detachment News  
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On a more cheerful note, 

Toys for Tots activities are 

occupying a lot of our time 

and energy. Duties range from 

“manning” booths at various 

social and public events 

(collection points) to distrib-

uting collection boxes to sort-

ing and cataloging toys.    

It is heartwarming to see a 

bunch of “old” marines get 

passionate about a mission 

but even more heartwarming 

to see the generosity dis-

played by those who contrib-

ute to this great cause.  

Our Detachment is responsi-

ble for Hall and Banks Coun-

ties and under the leadership 

of our Chairman, Wally 

Calderon and his wife, Sandy; 

we anticipate having one of 

the most successful Toys for 

Tots campaigns ever.  

Come see us! 

Merry Christmas 

Y”all……………….. 

 

 

And Semper Fi! 

Emilio F (Cookie) Salinas, 

Commandant 

Upper Chattahoochee Detach-

ment #665 

                                                                                                            

UPPER CHATTAHOOCHEE DET. #665 (cont.) 

Inside Story Headline 

TOYS FOR TOTS 

MCL  Dept of  Georgia Detachment News  

Don‟t forget The Kids…. 
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These are some of our De-

tachment‟s activities since the 

Department‟s last Quarterly 

Staff Meeting in August 2010. 

In September 2010, MAG 

(Marine Air Group) 49, De-

tachment A, moved from 

Dobbins AFB to Warner Rob-

ins AFB which is near us.  

We met with the new C. O. Lt 

Col Mike Johnson and began 

coordinating and assisting.  

Supporting them with the 

upcoming M. C. Birthday 

Ball arrangements, providing 

a Marine flag for a commu-

nity event honoring WWII 

veterans, and participating 

with the new Detachment‟s 

burial details at Fallen Marine 

funerals.  Of course, the larg-

est event was the Marine 

Corps Birthday Ball with 

about 600 to 700 people 

verses 50 to 60 which we 

were use to in the past, and 

where we had the opportunity 

to meet some of the new gen-

eration of Marines. 

In early October 2010 we held 

our annual picnic, sliding it a 

month later in favor of cooler 

weather, which worked out 

well.  Also, we decided to 

have a fish fry instead of the 

hamburgers and hotdogs that 

we usually prepare, which 

also worked out well.  This 

was followed up, in the mid-

dle of October with a booth at 

the National Fair in Perry, GA 

where we worked shifts each 

day recruiting and raising 

some funds for the Detach-

ment.                                     

In early November, our Devil 

Dog Pound had a cookout to 

raised funds for their causes 

in which several Detachment 

members participated.  This 

year we, along with many 

Marines, celebrated the Ma-

rine Corps Birthday on 6 No-

vember with active duty and 

reserve Marines from MAG 

49, Det. A, we mentioned 

earlier.  In the middle of No-

vember, we participated in 

Veterans Day locally with the 

Color Guard, Honor Guard, 

and Commandant represent-

ing our Detachment in a dedi-

cation ceremony.  The Com-

mandant and a Young Marine 

Unit, participated in the GA 

Veterans Day Parade and 

Banquet in Atlanta which  

honored Marines this year and 

featured television star R. Lee 

“Gunny” finny” Erma as Pa-

rade Marshall and Banquet 

speaker.  We conducted our 

annual election of Detach-

ment Officers that will be 

installed in our December 

meeting.                            

Late in November, some De-

tachment members began 

collecting toys and supporting 

funds for the local Toys For 

Toys campaign with much 

success.                               

During our activities we con-

tinue locally to conduct repre-

sentation and make presenta-

tions at Fallen Marines funer-

als and collect magazines the 

VA Hospital in Dublin.  Re-

cently, we had a couple of 

delinquent members attend a 

Detachment meeting and was 

pleased that one of them actu-

ally participated in the pro-

gram by speaking to us about 

some of his history and ex-

periences in the Corps.          

MIDDLE GEORGIA DETACHMENT #970 

MCL  Dept of  Georgia Detachment News  
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      MARINE CORPS LEAGUE        

                     MEETING 

Department of Georgia   

The quarterly Staff meeting of the Department of Georgia will be 

… 

DATE: Saturday, December 4, 2010 

TIME: 1100 

LOCATION: AMERICAN LEGION POST #3 

    5530 THOMASTON ROAD 

    MACON, GA 31220 

 

DIRECTIONS: 

Northbound: Take I-475 North to Exit 5, turn right onto ramp 

(stay on left lane), turn left go west ( SR 74) 0.6 mile, American 

Legion is on the left side. 

Southbound: Take I-475 South to Exit 5, turn right onto ramp 

(stay in right lane), turn right go west ( SR 74) 0.6 mile, Ameri-

can Legion is on the left side. 

 

           WELCOME ALL MCL MEMBERS AND GUEST 

              DEPARTMENT MEETING NOTICE  

MCL  Dept of  Georgia Detachment News  
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DETACHMENT MEETING INFORMATION 

DETACHMENT NEWS: -  DALTON GA DET. #1309         
Meets: Contact Kelly Johnson 706-272-2355 
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: MIDDLE GA DET. # 970       
Meets: 1st Tuesday of month at 1900 hrs  
American legion Post #3, 5530 Thomaston Rd., Macon Ga.  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: SAVANNAH DET.#564     
Meets: 3rd. Thursday of month at 1900 hrs.  
Marine Reserve Bld, Hunter Field, Savannah Ga.  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: SGTMAJ LOUIS ROUNDTREE DET, 1048     
Meets: 4th. Saturday of month at 1600 hrs  
American Legion Post #51,1641 Washington St., East Point Gab  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS:  CLYDE THOMPSON DET. #1325     
Meets: First Wednesday of every month 
The Gathering Place, 203  Macintosh Trail, Peachtree City Gab  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS:MAJ.GEN WARREN R. JOHNSON DET.          
Meets: 3rd.Sat of month at 0930     
Right Wing Tavern, 251 East Main St.,Woodstock GA 
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: CURRAHEE DETACHMENT #1303     
Meets 1st Thursday of each month at 1800 hrs  
Toccoa Police Training Center, Alewine Drive  
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: GLYNCO DETACHMENT #716              
Meets last Monday of each month at 1900 hrs  
Strike Zone, 380 Millennium Blvd., Brunswick GA 
tito6@comcast.net   
 
DETACHMENT NEWS: N. GEORGIA MTN. DET. # 1280               
Meets 3rd.Sat of the month at 0800 hrs  
Annie’s, 1995 Talking Rock Highway, Jasper GA  

Contact: usmc1280@gmail.com 

 

WAYCROSS DETACHMENT #1333 
Meets 3rd.Thursday of every month 
Shoney’s on Memorial Drive,Waycross GA 31503  
Contact:  
       
MCDONOUGH DETACHMENT # 1339 
Meets 3rd.Monday of every month at 1830 hrs 
Heritage Park Recreation Center, 99 Lake Dow Rd. McDonough GA 30235  
Contact: mcdonoughmarines@gmail.com 

mailto:tito6@comcast.net
mailto:usmc1280@gmail.com
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October 16 marks the 

190th anniversary of 

the cashiering of 

Lieutenant Colonel 

Commandant Anthony 

Wayne Gale, our fourth 

Commandant, from the 

Marine Corps. 

  
Lieutenant Colonel 

Gale left a legacy of 

brawling, public 

drunkenness, 

Cavorting with ladies 

of questionable moral 

fiber, and the commis-

sion of 
Several other specifi-

cations under the 

charge of conduct un-

becoming an 
Officer.  While some 

may say his activities 

on liberty are cer-

tainly not appropriate 

in Today's society of 

political correctness, 

I, and I suspect many 

of us can't Help but 

admire his thirst for 

adventure.  I would go 

so far as to suggest 

That many of us could 

be similarly indicted 

for some of our own 

youthful Indiscre-

tions.  

  
Therefore, I ask that 

you pause for a moment 

today to remember 

Lieutenant 
Colonel Commandant 

Gale and join me for a 

toast as I drink, to 

his honor. 

 

Lieutenant Colonel 

Anthony Gale, fourth 

Commandant of the 

Marine Corps, was 

born in Dublin, Ire-

land, on 17 Septem-

ber 1782.  Fewer re-

cords survive 
concerning him than 

any other Commandant 

but it is known that 

when he was 

commissioned a sec-

ond lieutenant on 2 

September 1798, he was 

one of the 
first officers commis-

sioned after the rees-

tablishment of the Ma-

rine Corps in 

1798.  Thereafter he 

fought, in fairly 

quick succession, the 

French, the Barbary 

pirates, the British, 

and one of his Navy 

shipmates.  The last 
encounter, involving 

an affront to the 

Corps, brought about 

the naval 
officer's sudden de-

mise and Commandant of 

the Marine Corps Wil-

liam Ward 
Burrow's approval for 

Gale's defense of his 

Corps' honor.  As the 

story 
goes, Gale was Ship's 

Company Commander 

aboard USS Ganges in 

November 1799 
when Navy Lieutenant 

Allen McKenzie had one 

of the Marines put in 

irons 
without first consult-

ing Gale.  When Gale 

inquired about the in-

cident, 
McKenzie called him a 

"rascal."  The rest of 

the story is related 

in 
correspondence by Com-

mandant Lieutenant 

Colonel Burrows:  "The 

Captain took no notice 

of the business and 

Gale got no satisfac-

tion on the 

cruise.  The moment he 

arrived he called 

(McKenzie) out and 

shot him.  Afterwards 

politeness was re-

stored."  McKenzie 

died of his wounds and 

Burrows went on to 

say, "It is hoped that 

this may be a lesson 

to the Navy Officers 

to treat the Marines, 

as well as their Offi-

cers, with more re-

spect." 

Unfortunately for Cap-

tain Gales, increasing 

rank brought other 
difficulties not re-

solved so di-

rectly.   In 1815 Bur-

rows successor as 
Commandant, Lieutenant 

Colonel Franklin Whar-

ton, was charged by 

Congress 
with over-spending on 

the construction of 

Marine Barracks Phila-

delphia.  He, in turn, 

accused the Commandant 

of the barracks, An-

thony Gale, of build-

ing "extravagant" of-

ficers' quar-

ters.  Gale was or-

dered to stand before 

a Court of Inquiry, 

but was exoner-

ated.  It was shortly 

after this that Whar-

ton was again called 

to account to Con-

gress.  This time he 

was accused of fleeing 

Washington rather than 

leading his Marines 

into the Battle of 

Bladensburg. 

When convened, his 

Court Martial con-

sisted of three Navy 

Captains and one 
Captain of Marines, 

Captain Anthony 

Gale.  The Court de-

cided that Marines 

ashore were subject to 

Army, not Navy Courts 

under the Articles of 

War, and the charges 

were ultimately 

dropped.  His duties 

on his Commandant's 

Court Martial com-

plete, Gale was pro-

moted to Major and 

transferred to command 

Marine Barracks New 

Orleans. 

COMMANDANT LT.COL ANTHONY WAYNE GALE 

MCL  Dept of  Georgia Detachment News  

        Continental Marines 

Lieutenant 

Colonel Gale 

left a legacy of 

brawling, public 

drunkenness, 

Cavorting with 

ladies of 

questionable 

moral fiber, and 

the commission 

of several other 

specifications 

under the charge 

of conduct 

unbecoming an 

OFFICER. 

Marines storming Fort 

Montagu, New Provi-

dence Island  
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Soon afterwards a let-

ter to the Secretary 

of the Navy reported 

that Navy officers 

had, "frequently seen 

Major Gale intoxicated 

at New Orleans and 

that his associates 

were of such a de-

scription and his hab-

its of such a nature 

as to prevent the re-

spectable officers of 

that station from hav-

ing any social or 

friendly intercourse 

with him."  Daniel T. 

Patterson, Commander 

of the New Orleans Na-

val Station, wrote to 

the Secretary, "It is 

reluctantly and with 

extreme regret that I 

have again to address 

you relative to the 

Marines of this sta-

tion, but longer to 

remain silent would be 

to neglect my 

duty.  The Non-

Commissioned Officers 

and Privates are, 

without exception, the 

most depraved, aban-

doned, and drunken set 

of men ever collected 

together." 
While Gale was prepar-

ing to go to Washing-

ton to answer the pre-

ceding 
charges, Commandant 

Wharton died.  At his 

Court Martial, Gale 

was found not guilty 

and returned to 

duty.  As he was the 

next senior officer in 

the 
Marine Corps, he was 

nominated to become 

Commandant.  Despite 

the vigorous 
protests and political 

maneuvering of the 

Paymaster of the Ma-

rine Corps and Major 

Archibald Henderson 

(each of whom felt 

themselves better 

qualified for the po-

sition), on 5 March 

1818 Gale was con-

firmed as the fourth 

Commandant of the Ma-

rine Corps.  With it 

came promotion to 

Lieutenant Colonel. 

 His tenure was to be 
brief.  Soon came 

troubles with Navy 

Secretary Thompson, 

who frequently coun-

termanded LtCol Gale's 

orders in a humiliat-

ing manner.  Finally, 

LtCol Gale coura-

geously submitted a 

letter analyzing the 

proper division of 

function between him-

self and the Secre-

tary, and respectfully 

pointed out the impos-

sibility of his posi-

tion.  This official 

reaction to infringe-

ments of his author-

ity, he paralleled by 

unofficial retreats to 

alcohol.  On 18 Sep-

tember, 1820 he was 

arrested and charged 

with offenses of alco-

holic and related na-

ture.  The first 

charge was that he was 

publicly intoxicated 

in the city of Wash-

ington on six speci-

fied dates---during 

the month of Au-

gust.  There were also 

several specifications 

under the charge of 

"Conduct Unbecoming an 

Officer."  First, that 

he had visited a house 

of prostitution near 

the barracks, "in an 

open and disgraceful 

manner" and second, 

that on 1 September he 

had, before witnesses, 

called the Paymaster 

of the Marine Corps, 

"a damned rascal, a 

liar, and a cow-

ard."  Other charges 

concerned his breaking 

house arrest and main-

taining a Marine as a 

personal ser-

vant.  Gale's unsuc-

cessful defense was 

temporary insan-

ity.  He was 
cashiered from the Ma-

rine Corps on 18 Octo-

ber 1820, leaving 46 

other 
officers on active 

duty in the 

Corps.  Archibald Hen-

derson succeeded him 

as Commandant.  
From Washington, Gale 

went first to Phila-

delphia where he spent 
several months in hos-

pitals, then took up 

residence in Ken-

tucky.  Armed with 

proof that he had been 

under the strain of 

temporary mental de-

rangement while Com-

mandant, he spent 15 

years attempting to 

have his court-martial 

decision re-

versed.  Eventually, 

in 1835, the govern-

ment partially cleared 

him and awarded him a 

stipend of $15 a 

month, which was later 

increased to $25, and 

continued until his 

death in 1843 in Stan-

ford, Lincoln County, 

Kentucky.   

 

Today no trace of his 

grave exists and An-

thony Wayne Gale is 

the only Commandant of 

whom the Marine Corps 

has no portrait.  

  
Preceding account par-

tially compiled 

from:  The U.S. Marine 

Corps Story by J. 

Robert Muskin, and 

U.S. Marines: 1775-

1975 by Brigadier Gen-

eral Edwin Simmons 

USMC (Retired) 
  

COMMANDANT LT.COL ANTHONY WAYNE GALE(CONT) 

MCL  Dept of  Georgia Detachment News  
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MARINE CORPS LEAGUE-VETERANS INFORMATION  DECEMBER 2010 

TAKE THE SEASONAL FLU CHALLENGE: PREVENT FLU 

As fall and winter approach, flu season is upon us too. Influenza (flu) presents health challenges not 
only to us as individuals, but to our VA and hometown communities. Flu is a respiratory illness that 
spreads easily. It is caused by viruses that can change from year to year. Each year in the U.S., flu 
causes more than 226,000 hospitalizations and about 36,000 deaths. Even though most of these 
cases are among people age 65 and older, anyone can get the flu. This is why it is important for all 
of us to take the flu challenge and help to stop the spread of flu!                                                                 
 
Challenge 1 –Get your flu shot 
People who are 6 months and older should get the flu vaccine (flu shot or nasal spray). This year 
the vaccine will protect you from the "2009 H1N1 Pandemic Flu," as well as two other strains of 
"regular" flu, so adults will need only one flu shot. Almost all people who get the flu shot have no 
serious problems from it. Remember, the best way to stop the flu is to get the vaccine each year. 
 
Challenge 2 –Know how flu is spread 
When a person with the flu sneezes, coughs, talks, or laughs, the flu virus can spread into the air as 
droplets from the mouth or nose. These droplets can spread to people and surfaces within 3 to 6 
feet. The flu virus can spread to your hands if you touch anything that has the virus on it. If you then 
touch your eyes, nose, or mouth, you can get the flu. Remember, people may be able to spread the 
flu virus to others 1 day before they feel sick and up to 5 days after getting sick. 
Challenge 3 –Know the symptoms of flu 
Symptoms of flu include a fever (usually high), muscle aches and pains, headache, feeling tired and 
weak, chest discomfort, and coughing. People with flu may also have a stuffy nose and sore throat. 
Remember, illness can start 1 to 4 days after you get the flu virus. 
 
Challenge 4 –Keep your hands and surfaces around you clean 
Clean hands often by washing with soap and water or by using alcohol-based hand rubs. Clean 
hands before eating or fixing food, before caring for someone who is sick, before touching your 
face, mouth or eyes. Clean your hands after using the bathroom, after caring for someone who is 
sick, and after blowing your nose, coughing or sneezing. Keep surfaces clean that are touched of-
ten such as phones, light switches, countertops, door and cabinet knobs, keyboards and mouse, 
and TV remotes. Remember, the flu virus can live on surfaces for 24 to 48 hours. 

Challenge 5 –Cover your coughs and sneezes 

Use tissues to stop germ "droplets" that spread from coughs and sneezes. If tissues are not avail-
able, raise your arm and cover your face with your upper sleeve. Remember to dispose of tissues in 
waste baskets and to clean your hands afterwards.  

Challenge 6 –Stay home when sick 
Because flu spreads easily from person to person, stay home when you are sick. School and work 
are well-known places that people get the flu. Remember, treat the flu by getting plenty of rest, 
drinking fluids, and using medicines that reduce fevers. 
You can reduce the spread of flu this year. Protect yourself, your family, and your hometown and 
VA community from the flu. For more information and resources, visit Office of Public Health and 
Environmental Hazards. Take the seasonal flu challenge—prevent flu! 

http://www.healthwise.net/myhealthevet/Content/StdDocument.aspx?DOCHWID=hw122012
https://www.myhealth.va.gov/mhv-portal-web/?_nfpb=true&_nfto=false&_pageLabel=commonConditions&contentPage=va_health_library/preventing_infection.htm
https://www.myhealth.va.gov/mhv-portal-web/?_nfpb=true&_nfto=false&_pageLabel=commonConditions&contentPage=va_health_library/preventing_infection.htm%20
https://www.myhealth.va.gov/mhv-portal-web/?_nfpb=true&_nfto=false&__pageLabel=commonConditions&contentPage=va_health_library/preventing_infection.htm%20
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/flu
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/flu
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MARINE CORPS – NEW COMMANDANT SELECTED 

Amos Becomes 35th Marine Commandant 

 

 

 

 
Stars and Stripes|by Kevin Baron  

WASHINGTON –- Gen. James Amos became the 35th commandant of the U.S. Marine Corps 
on Friday, taking command of a force that has roughly 20,000 Marines deployed at war in 
southern Afghanistan while at the same time is being tasked to question its own future by 
civilian defense leaders. 
"If I said I was about to jump out of my skin, it would be an understatement," Amos said ea-
gerly, as soon as he took the microphone. 
 
Amos, who served as vice commandant, commanded II Marine Expeditionary Force and an 
aviation wing in Iraq. He is the first naval aviator to hold the job and takes the post as De-
fense Secretary Robert Gates has called for the Marines to conduct an introspective analysis 

of what kind of force it wants to be in the future. Gates and Marine Corps leaders frequently 
bemoan that the Corps has been used as a “second land army” in Iraq and Afghanistan, get-
ting away from its amphibious roots. In his remarks Friday, Gates recalled that retiring com-
mandant, Gen. James Conway led Marines through times of change where they, “reached 
back to their small war heritage.”  

 
Conway frequently likes to say, Gates noted, “Wherever there’s a fight, that’s where the Ma-
rine Corps belongs.” 

This summer, Gates predicted that the size of the Corps likely will decrease as Iraq and Af-
ghanistan drawdown. The last combat-purposed Marine left Iraq this year, though Amos 
noted the tens of thousands of Marines still fighting in Afghanistan under his watch. 
Amos embraced his new mission, referencing a mid-20th Century congressional mandate: 
“Our nation still needs a force that is most ready when the nation is least ready,” he said. 

“That will be my focus during my commandancy for the next four years.” 

Looking back, Conway said he leaves those Marines in Afghanistan on a promising note. 
“There’s a good sense of optimism there,” he said of his last visit, six weeks ago. “Our Ma-
rines believe that they have the momentum, they have the initiative. Our Army brothers are 
starting to see the same thing we think down in the province of Kandahar. Lots of work still 
to be done; close fight still to be won, but what they all ask of us is that we stay with them.” 

                                                                                                                                                           
An all-star lineup of military leadership attended the ceremony at the historic Marine Bar-
racks in Washington, D.C., which was built in 1801 and has been home to every commandant 
since 1806. Amos lives in 200-year-old, red brick officers quarters steps from the main com-
mandant’s house at the end of a long parade ground. After the Conway's move out shortly, 
the house will undergo structural renovations and the Amos family will not move in for 
roughly another six months, according to Maj. Joseph Plenzler, the commandant’s spokes-

man. 

October 25, 2010 

http://www.stripes.com/
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MARINE CORPS LEAGUE- 

MARINE MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENT BOOK SIGNING 

Date: TUESDAY, 07 DECEMBER 2010 AT 11:00-5:00 

Location: The Retreat of Dunwoody, 1001 Summit Blvd., Atlanta, GA 30319 

[Formally Perimeter Summit Blvd. - the old Hewlett Packard bldg] 

[Follow the AVVBA Memorial signs at key junctions] 

Lunch available: at 12:00 for $11.00-Cafeteria style- your choice of items 

Hear Major General Livingston speak during lunch as well as some of the Ma-

rines that were with him during the battle of Dai Do, in which 800 Marines de-

feated 10,000 North Vietnamese regulars and Major General [then Captain] 

Livingston was awarded the Medal of Honor for his heroic actions. 

There are only 19 Marine Medal of Honor recipients still living. 

His new book “Noble Warrior” will be available for purchase and signing. 

                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further Information call Wayne Witter @ 770.393.2118 

or email him at captwow@bellsouth.net 

mailto:captwow@bellsouth.net
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